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FORWARD 


'Act justly, love mercy and walk humbly with your God/ (Micah 6, 8). It was with this very powerful 
message from the prophet Micah, we left the shores of the Solomon Islands to begin our new voyage 
throughout our Moana Nui a Hiva (Pacific Ocean). With the new mandate handed over to the new crew 
members (Executive Committee) and the Secretariat, we are to make sure we will reach our next port of 
destination, Aotearoa, despite the many challenges we have to face on our way. 

7 am not afraid of tomorrow for I have seen yesterday and I love today . * 

This is the motto we profess during our journey and learning lessons from Noah’s Ark story to 
guide us, like the stars in the sky. 

1: Don’t miss the boat. 

2: Remember that we are all in the same boat! 

3: Plan ahead. It wasn't raining when Noah built the Ark. 

4: Stay fit, someone may ask you to do something really big. 

5: Don't listen to critics; just get on with the job that needs to be done. 

6: Build your future on high ground. 

7: For safety's sake, travel in pairs. 

8: Speed isn't always an advantage. The snails were on board with the cheetahs. 

9: When you're stressed, float awhile. 

10: Remember, the Ark was built by amateurs; the Titanic by professionals. 

11: No matter the storm, there's always a rainbow waiting. 

God bless. 


Rev. Francois Pihaatae 
General Secretary 
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Minutes of the Pacific Conference of Churches 


10th General Assembly 


Sunday 3 rd March 2013 

Opening Service 

5 * 

Micah 6: 8 

The delegates, observers and members of the congregation were led inside by the Vura 
Parish Panpipers. 

Welcoming Ecumenical Service at the Barnabas Cathedral Church 

Welcome Ecumenical Family of the Pacific Conference of Churches (PCC), 

10 th General Assembly 

Chairman of Preparation committee -Bishop John Cooper 

He addressed the following dignitaries in his welcoming speech: Hon. Prime Minister, 
theHonourable members of the Dip Corp. and Mission in Solomon Islands, Heads of 
Solomon Islands Christian Church and members. Moderator of the PCC, Heads of 
Delegation of the PCC 10 th General Assembly, Ladies and Gentlemen. 

He was honoured to stand as Chairman of Preparation Committee under the umbrella of 
the Solomon Island Christian Association (SICA) and on behalf of the Bishop of 
Melanesia, Dean of Catholic Church, People of the Islands of the Solomon Islands, 
Vanuatu, and New Caledonia to welcome everyone to the service 

The first part of the program that afternoon was held in the church and the second half 
was held in the Hall. 

It reminded everyone that they entered the church as God’s household. God promised 
Noah that he will never destruct the earth again with flood waters as his presence will be in 
the rainbow. He stated that the delegates were the rainbow and they had brought the 
blessings of God to the nation. 
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SICA Chairman Welcome Speech 
Refer to Appendix Hi 
Welcome <5 

The Moderator welcomed all the delegates to the general assembly.He especially 
acknowledged the Deputy Prime Minister whose presence was a sign of acceptance bythe 
Vanua and the Government. He thanked SICA and those that have worked tirelesslyto 
preparefor the General Assembly. He thanked them for their exceptional welcome which 
showed the hospitality of the Pacific Islands. He iterated his thanks to the Deputy Prime 
Minister who stood for the Vanua and the Churches of the Solomon Islands and he also 
said that everybody present in the 10 th General Assembly would be able to have visions 
for their way forward to capture the Words God is saying for the next five years. 

The Acting General Secretary of the PCC was invited to call out the different churches 
according to the three categories of Churches - Large churches, Medium churches and 
Small churches. The delegates stood up as their churches were called and they were 
greeted accordingly. 

Prayer of Invocation Led by Pastor Osborne Fagea 

“Please let the amazing work of the Holy Spirit prepare us to worship in spirit. 

Who has called upon us to seek God in our worship. Without your help Holy Spirit - we 
won’t see the Father,so Holy Spirit hear our Prayers, in and through the name of our 
blessed Redeemer Jesus Christ our Lord”. 

Scripture Reading: 

Old Testament: Micah 6: 6-8, Mr Samuela Savali (Divisional Youth President - 
Methodist Church in Fiji and Rotuma) 

New Testament: Matthew 7:21-27, Mrs Ethel Sigimanu (Permanent Secretary - Ministry of 
Women, Youth and Children Affairs.) 

Sermon by the Archbishop of the Catholic Church in the Solomon Islands, Adrian Smith 

Refer to AppendixlV 

The service ended with the closing prayer and benediction by the SICA President Rev. 
Wilfred Kurepitu. 

Father God, We thank you for this wonderful service. Keep us from sins and help us to do 
justice towards one another. Let it be the driving force of the PCC.We pray in Jesus’ name 
AMEN 

The congregation and the Delegates were led by the Panpipers for the traditional 
ceremony of Welcome which was held at the Cathedral Melanesian Haus. 
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All Solomon Islands Congregations led by the Governor General, Deputy Prime Minister, 
Archbishop Adrian Smith, Archbishop David Vunagi made a presentation to PCC 
Delegates. The PCC Moderator received the gifts on behalf of the delegates and all other 
Church Leaders 

Speeches 

c» 

1 Chairperson of Solomon Islands Christian Association - Moderator Rev. Wilfred 
Kurepitu. 

2 Response on behalf of the PCC - Bishop Qiliho 

3 The Deputy Prime Minister and Minister for Home Affairs - Hon. Manasseh 
Maelanga - Speech and Declaration of the opening of the PCC 10 th General 
Assembly 

Refer to Appendixlll 

Vote of Thanks 

Acting Prime Minister and Minister of Home Affairs,Honourable Manasseh Maelanga and 
Madam Melanaga, His Excellency the Ambassador for Republic of China, Roy Wu and 
Madam Wu, the Moderator of the PCC Bishop Apimeleki Nadoki Qiliho, the Deputy 
Moderator of the PCC Mrs. Celline Hoiore, Acting General Secretary of the PCC 
Rev.Frangois Pihaatae, President of the World Council of Churches (WCC) Pacific Region 
Mr. John Doom, Respective Heads of Churches in the Pacific Region and your Good 
Delegates, Partner Churches and Organisation Representatives, People of God who are 
gathered here in this Opening Ceremony of the Tenth (10 th ) PCC General Assembly, 

On behalf of the Host Churches who are under the auspices of the Solomon Islands 
Christian Association (SICA) 1 am accorded with this task to say the words of thanks for 
the Grand Opening Ceremony of the 10 th PCC General Assembly. It has been a milestone 
to bring this important meeting to our shores after the 52 years of the Inception of the 
Pacific Conference of Churches as well as the Decade of the Highest Decision making 
body within the structure of the PCC. 

To Delegates who have travelled miles to reach Solomon Islands from the Pacific and 
beyond- in our Culture, you have been greeted by the Tear Drops of our Ancestors 
expressing their happiness. We thank the Lord for your safe arrival. This marks a Historical 
event in which our people feel honoured. 

Sincerely, thanking the Government of Solomon Islands for their support ^facilitating the 
forthcoming of the financial support. 

Furthermore, thanking Republic of China(ROC) for considering the 10 th PCC GA as a 
worthy and viable project to support. 

A very Special Acknowledgement to the most senior Ecumenical Father and Mother who 
are in our midst, to mention but a few Mr. John Doom surviving member of the founding 
leaders of the PCC right from the very beginning, Mrs. Suliana Siwatibau, who have 
always been a resource person of the PCC for many years, Mrs. Lorine Tevi who was the 
first woman to hold the General Secretariat position, Deaconess Marama Sovaki who have 
been attending the PCC meeting for a good number of years and Father Kevin Barr who 
remains a resource person for the PCC for a good number of years. 
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In Solomon Islands we have his grace the Archbishop Adrian Smith who represents SICA 
as well as leading his Church to this level of meeting for the last two decades, Rev. Leslie 
Boseto who had been a well-known leader, former Moderator of the PCC and first 
president of Oceania to the World Council of Churches. 

The most Rev. Archbishop Emeritus, Sir Ellison Pogo who for the very first time is not with 
us in this ceremony because of ill health. He has been a well-known leader in the Pacific 
as well as in the World Council of Churches. 

Thanking the local people of Solomon Islands for their commitment, especially the 
Anglican Church of Melanesia (ACOM) for putting up this magnificent building for this 10 th 
PCC General Assembly Meeting in the Happy Isles (Solomon Islands). 

Rekona Soma.Doku mamate, Leana Hola, Kamrapa, Nita, Keli Fara, Mau Tepo, E dou, 
Sanoe varuka, Tageo Asiana, Pako, Jongana Jola, Tagio Kae raha, Matu Uri, Lea Liu, 
Leana via, Lea Mola, Thank you tumas 

Under the Theme for this Genera! Assembly “Do Justice, love mercy and walk humbly 
with your God” we will once again celebrate the festival of ecumenism in discerning the 
will of God, deliberating with important issues and commissioning ourselves onward to a 
lengthy ecumenical journey. 

Day One - Monday 4 th March 2013 

Devotion 

Ledby Bishop Erik Takila from the South Sea Church, Solomon Islands, the youngest 
member church of the PCC 

Refer to Appendix IV 

The Moderator welcomed everyone, the member churches and those who came and were 
linked to the PCC Vision. The interest is now growing in the Pacific under the Constitution. 
He welcomed the partners and the financial partners. The message on behalf of all 
partners - he welcomedthe PCC daughter from WCC, Miss Faautu Talapusi who brought 
the compliments and best wishes of the World Council of Churches. 

Greetings - Miss Faautu’s message from the WCC 

Refer to Appendix VI 


Discernment - Bible Study “Presentation on Micah 6:8, the 10 th GA Overall 
Theme”(Dr Turn Ruapoto, Chairman of the Theological Reflection Committee of the Etareti 
Porotetani, Maphi) It looked at Micah 6:8, its message to the assembly delegates and 
implications on the planned work of the week. It also spoke the theme’s significance to the 
three issues of ecumenism, stewardship and self-determination. 

Refer to appendix V 
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Acknowledgement by members of the 10 th GA 


Keynote Speaker - Father Kevin Barr. 

“Rethinking our Mission and Theology in Light of the 
Experiences and Realities of the People of the Pacific 
today.” 

The Moderator introduced Rev. Fr. Kevin Barr as a Catholic 
priest of the Archdiocese of Suva, Fiji, an author and advocate 
of social justice). His presentation looks at the overall picture of 
the Pacific in light of the demands and challenges of Micah 6:8 
on Mission and ecumenical relationship, and on stewardship 
and self-determination, and the empowerment of women and youth. 

Refer to Appendix III 

The Moderator thanked Father Barr for his message for the people of thePacific. 



Roll Call and contact listing of GA Attendees 

Refer to List of Delegates to the 10 th GA of the PCC - Appendix I 


Resolution No 01: Moved / seconded that the names as called and recorded be 
received and accepted as the official delegates of the PCC 10 th General Assembly. 
CARRIED 

Resolution No 02: Moved / seconded to have the Constitution amended. 

CARRIED 

Note: the constitution amendment notes are not ready and would be part of the 
Acting General Secretary’s report on Tuesday. 

Resolution No 03: Moved / seconded that the General Business Committee of the 
10 th General Assembly be: the PCC Moderator, 

Rev. Tuikilakila Waqairatu , Rev. Elder Faalevao Leatulagi, Rev. luli Aisoli, Mrs 
Cathy Mui, Rev. Wayne Te Kaawa , Rev. Kurepitu Wilfred, 

Rev. Dr Tevita Havea, Rev. Roselyn Nokise, Rev. Faatausiau Onesemo, 

Ms Tamara Sau, Acting General Secretary. CARRIED 
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Resolution No 04: Moved / seconded that the Finance Committee of the 10 th 
General Assembly be Mr. Livai Tuisaravere, Rev Faletoi Uso, Kalontos Bowie, Father 
John Krispin, Rev. Dr Manu Sela, Mrs Pihigia Pailiti, Mr Temaia MacKenzie, Mrs 
Samuela Savali, Mrs Lawrence Sihna, Mrs Wendy Sihai, Mrs Julie Chang Tusulu 
CARRIED 

ResolutionNo 05: Moved / seconded that the Nomination Committee of the 10 th 
General Assembly be: Rev Dr Fele Osike, Rev Allen Nafuki, ArchbishopDavid 
Vuanagi, Deaconess Salanieta Naucabalavu, Mrs Faalevao Vagai, Rev Kolia Fepai, 
Bishop Reynold Henser, Mr John Doom, Mr Canuwale Tomasi,Ms Cyrilline Bani, Rev 
Dr Afereti LJIui,Rev Vakaliwaliwa Solomoni, Rev Mworeaw Dennet, Mrs Leveti 
Taviuni. CARRIED 

Resolution No 06: Moved / seconded that the Policy Committee of the 10 th General 
Assembly be : Rev Immanuel Reuben, Rev Ikoteilangi Ere Talagi, RevSemisi Nimo, 
Mrs Dorothy Bjana, Rev. Siloi Kinimi, Pastor Wakaine Wakira, Mrs luta Tabaina, Mrs 
Lola Koloamatangi, Rev Oika Gabutu, Mrs Siaki Silupevalelei, Mrs Faautu Talapusi, 
Rev lowane Evagelia, Mr Murrey Isimeli. CARRIED 

Resolution No 07: Moved/seconded that the Drafting Committee of the 10 th 
General Assembly be: Dr Helen Papuni, Ms Beatrice Faua, Ms Tanya Tiedemann, Mr 
Apisalome Toleafoa, Ms Kitein Naatia, Mr Nga Mataio, Ms Manate Timeri, Rev 
Immanuel Reuben, Mr Leti Natoe, Ms Santoria Utufua, Mr Netani Rika, Mr Peter 
Emberson CARRIED 

ResolutionNo 08: Moved/ seconded to have the above committees be the 
committees of the 10 th General assembly. CARRIED 

Program Executive and the Pacific Theological College (PTC) to be added to the official 
roll call and Executive Committee. 

The Moderator disclosed the content of the basket which included: 

• 9 th Resolution - Minute book from Pagopago 

• HYMN Book 

• Ecumenical report - 2008 - 2013 Constitution 

Commissioners 

ECUMENISM - Rev Dr Tevita Havea of the Free Wesleyan Church of Tonga 
STEWARDSHIP- Rev Tafue Lusama of the Ekalesia Kilisiano, Tuvalu 
SELF- DETERMINATION - Mrs Celine Hoiore of the Etaretia Porotetani.Maohi 


Amendments to the Agenda 

>9 

• Housekeeping and Timing 

• Official List of Delegates 
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Gender Balance in Committees 
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Resolution No 09: Moved /seconded to accept the change in the agenda. CARRIED 

Resolution No10:Moved / seconded that the Finance and PropertyCommittee be 
given extra timeto finalise their reports and the saidreports to be discussed in two 
sessions, the second halfof the report to be discussed on Friday. CARRIED 


• Ms Faautu Talapusi of the WCC was asked to add some more names to the 
Assembly as some island churches were not included in the committee. 

• Helen Papuni’sname to be amended to be Dr Helen Papuni. 

• Mr John Doom of the Maohi Church in Tahiti reminded everyone that, when 
delegates wish to say something, they need to address the Moderator, and then 
mention their names and the churches they represent and from which Pacific Island 
nations. 


• Dr Helen Papuni asked if the Committees could be gender balanced in 
representation. 

• Archbishop Winston Alapua, Chairman of the Policy Committee was absent and 
was replaced by Dr Immanuel Reuben. 

6 > 

• Ms Faautu of the WCC moved to have Committees list be relooked at for gender 
and youth balance 




The Conveners of the meetings were to be: 


Finance Committee 
Nomination Committee 
Policy Committee 
Drafting Committee 


Livai Tuisaravere. 
Rev Dr Fele Nokise 
Dr Immanuel Reuben 
Netani Rika 



Moderator’s Report 

Bishop Apimeleki Qiliho welcomed everyone and said that the report 
about to be presented is the result of the Ecumenical journey over 
the last five years from Samoa to the Solomon Islands. He also 
mentioned that the report will be inten parts. 


Refer to Appendix IV 

Resolution No 11:Moved /seconded to accept the Moderator’s report. CARRIED 
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Discussions on Emerging Issues 
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• Rev Erik Takila of the SICA taskforce commended and congratulated the PCC 
forthe work that had been done. The report was stimulating and has presentedwhat 
the different churches have faced. They saw the different challenges that the world 
faced through the Television, Newspaper. The world was getting restless, there 
areconflicts everywhere, there was no longer any respect for leadership. There was 
terrorism, there were new disease the problem ofSea Level Rise, and Mining 
andResource exploitation. We have development issues, electronic advancement 
that hastransformed lives in the community and allowed people to be in touch with 
the world outside. Travelling has been made easier and could travel to other parts 
of the world very quickly. Corruption was now rampant andhas posed a lot of 
challenges to the churches in the Pacific. The questionwas What was the church 
doing about it? China had been a sleeping giant and it has woken up to capture the 
world. The world is rushing ahead, and every, new generation face newproblems. 
Our own churches, our denominations, our PCC our very existence are at stake. 

We preach about love at the pulpit.What arewe doing about our ownbackyard? 

• Rev DrTevita Havea of the Free Wesleyan Church of Tonga. 

It is not really much of the backyard as the front yard. I believe we want 
to know what has been happening in the last five years. There was no 
report last yearnothing to satisfy our curiosity. We had the 50 th 
Anniversary in American Samoa - there has to be an honest report detailed for 
member churches. 

• Archbishop Vunagi thanked the Moderator for a well analysed report. It has 
dissected all issues of the PCC on its Ecumenical journey. The question asked was 
why can we not contribute to the PCC and PTC? Maybe on the last day of 
Judgement, some of us won’t be able to show our wounds. The Lord will ask, 
“Where are your wounds?” We will be asked of our Ecumenical journey. Having 
said that, we might say that the Spirit is willing but the flesh is week. There has 
been report to close PTC, but PTC must continue to operate. Maybe there has 
been slowness in paying off our contribution to support our Ecumenical journey. 

We assure you that we are with you every step of the way. We must not close PTC 
despite our slowness. 

• The SICA representative thanked the Moderator for a clear and very 
informativereport. It has touched most of the things the churches have gone 
through for the last five years. We are thankful to the partners who have been with 
usand they have assisted us so much. They have given their time, their family time, 
their work just to come and assist us. Many of the delegates here are new, and you 
have explained well what we have gone through. 

Moderator’s Response 

• The comments that have been said will be directed to the office of the Moderator. 
The Archbishop of Melanesiahas made clear comments on how to point the way 
forward. It will enable us to work together because the Pacific is waiting for us. The 
comment is timely and together with the issues in the report which will be taken 
back to the Plenary of Assembly and we hope the Commissions will take the reports 
and move us forward. 

• It has been asked what has happened in the last five years. We need to 
understand that we have to respect the constitution. We are to be guided by the 
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constitution. Something had happened but we must allow the two officers involved 
to get on with their lives. We must respect them and not spoil their lives. To 
conclude, all that was done was done out of kindnessand respect. We did not want 
to disturb the good relationship we have had upon investigation. Members of the 
sub-committee are acting on their behalf, maybe they would like to say something if 
I have forgotten because half of the people were wondering what was done. 

• Rev Tevita Havea thanked the Moderator for his explanation and mentioned that 
half the people were wondering what had happened, but your explanation has 
cleared the air. Times will be hard and for the next five years, we need to ask 
ourselves what is important - Man or goal. If the churches can pay the dues that 
would help. We can do that, we do not only look at the contribution but a little bit 
more than the contribution. 

• Rev Simote also commented on where can we be provided with the financial 
statement. Especially when we now have three commissions, three animators and 
also the program workers. We are presented with new structures. We want to 
know where we are, what is our position as in the Financial statement. 

• Moderator’s response to Rev Simote: The Finance committee will be in tomorrow to 
explain everything and they have also asked for another session on Friday. 

• Rev. Tuikilakila of MCFR said that he had been following on the wisdom of others 
who have spoken before him. He said that he believed they were doing Ministry in 
the21st century which is a far cry from the 19 th and 20 th Century ministries. New 
plays are being played with new rules and new participants. - The development of 
our nation being colonised by outsiders. The neo-colonialism is global and has 
negative effects not only in the Church but with the Vanua and the States. Father 
Barr Gave a good illustration of context paper of Moderator. We need to go along 
with wisdom. Rev Ellen’s way forward on new playground, new rules to playgame. 
We need not to play individual games but we need to play Ecumenical games 
corporately. We need to be committed to our Vision and Mission for the PCC. We 
are mandated with the Vision and Mission of the Pacific, if not, all programs will be 
lukewarm and we will lose the spirit to play in our own grounds. 

Father raised some very good examples, Prophet Micah Jesus Christ as a 
compassionate social worker and clearly committed to the work of God - working 
out the substance of his faith. The words became flesh. Rev Ellen asked “where is 
the way forward?’ There are three things that I want to say today: 

• We need to understand the context well. The context is inter-relatedsocially, 
economically,politically,spiritually and culturally. Rev Manfred’s book The winds of 
change’ launched in Suva two weeks ago said It is important to understandthe 
context and empirical approach on issues. How many of us know whatthe PCC is? 
Or Africa? - What do we know about Bauxite mining and logging - practiced by 
outside players,which is affecting our churches, the Vanua and the state. 

The effects of the power outside and the elite within which have negative effects on 
things that we hold dear. 

• Challenge in the context - what are we going to challenge? The theological status, 
the Curriculum - is it relevant in Theological curriculum or continue to play 
traditional education. We fail to contemporise ourselves in situations we are in. 

We need to do church Ministry in a new way, new modules in a holistic sense and 
not fragmented. John 10:10 - Life is not fragmented. Life is in fullness. We must 
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look beyond new ways of doing things. Ways that are timely, innovative, and 
creative. We must move away from our comfort zones 

• A Lutheran church member acknowledged the report and said that it was clear and 
challenging. He echoed what was being said - we need clear 

and understandable mandates. There is a need for all churches to participate and 
hopefully the Commissions will pick that up. 

He commended Father Barr and Moderator for raising awareness that a new way 
that was relevant was needed forthe Ecumenical journey in the Pacific. Countries 
in the Pacific faced common burning issues that churches needed to address as 
they were urgent. 

• Methodist Church in Tonga delegate iterated Rev Tui’s comments that everybody 
must act together 

• Rev Kolia remarked that everyone was talking about the way forward. No one was 
saying that we needed to read the bibles and pray every day in the Pacific context 
so that Lord’s will would be done. 

Returning Officer’s brief: 

The Returning Officer, Rev Fele Nosike, updated the Assembly on Election matters. He 
mentioned that there were not enough nominees or the required number for the election to 
take place. They needed to prepare the folders for the election so it was necessary to 
clear the matter before they broke up for the day. 

There were 130 voting delegates altogether. Members discussed the 2 nd process. 

Resolution No 12: Moved / seconded to accept the Returning Officer’s statement 
that there was not enough nominees required for Moderator and Deputy Moderator 
CARRIED 

Resolution No ,5 13: Moved / seconded by the Nomination committee to move the 
meeting to six o’clock to discuss the issue above. CARRIED 

Resolution No 14: Moved / seconded to have the second process to open up 
Nomination. CARRIED 

• There was a discussion on whether the nomination was to be opened to everyone 
or to a female only. 

• Moderator clarified Clause 7.4.5.9 which called for the Wisdom of the assembly on 
the nomination process. 

• Rev Afereti said it was a matter of interpretation. We need to select one woman 
and have it opened up for all members. 

• Rev Amosa asked if it possible whether we move to open upand secondly to add a 
female. 

• Kerry said that we should nominate candidates (7.4.5.9). It was not a matter for 
debate. 

Resolution No 15: Moved / seconded to open up the voting to everyone. CARRIED 
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The Returning Officer said that the nomination for the position of Moderatorship, the 
requirement would be have a letter of endorsement by the Church to which he belongs. 

(i) The nominee’s letter of interest. 

(ii) CV 

(iii) 3 referees. 

(iv) The nomination to be closed two days before the Election. 

Resolution No 16: Moved / seconded to endorse the above. CARRIED 


Day Two - Tuesday 5 th March 2013 

Devotion by Rev Wilfred Kurepitu of UCS I c ' 

Call to meditate for a few moments. 

The Lord be with you (response - and also be with you) 

Thanks be to God. 

Refer to appendix IV 

5 th of March Celebration 

The Moderator welcomed the Maohi Protestant Church and invited the Assembly to join 
with them in celebrating the anniversary of when the missionaries first arrived in Tahiti. 

Rev Mapuanga Natiki spoke on behalf of the delegates from Tahiti. 

Ao ra na. 

216 years ago, 30 white men and women who called themselves missionaries left their 
own shores in England and travelled for several months in the ship called Dove. It arrived 
on the Eastern coast of Tahiti on March 5 th 1797. Those people contributed a lot to the 
establishment of Christianity in the Pacific region since the end of the 19 th century. He 
thanked God for the English missionaries It was the 5 th of March but in Tahiti, they would 
be one day late so it would be the 4 th of March. Christianity made its way from Tahiti to the 
rest of the Pacific islands where the forefathers embraced it and the light of God has 
continued to shine in the Pacific region. 

The delegates from Tahiti sang a number and said a prayer in their own language. 

The Moderator thanked the Tahitian delegates and reminded the assembly of the history 
they were all part of. He further reminded everyone that history continues to live for God’s 
calling. * 


Greetings by Partner - Bread forthe World-Ulla Kroog 
Refer to appendix VI 

Report of the 10th PCC Genera! Assembly 12 


3-10, Mar, 2013 Honiara Solomon 




Bible Study 


Prepared and presented by Dr Turo Raapoto Chairman of the Theological Reflection 
committee of Etaretia Porotetani Maohi) 

Acts: 

Greetings in thQ name of God. This is what we want you to focus on: 

Question 1: What is happening here, what is the Holy Spirit saying to Micah. 

Question 2 Link what Micah is saying to what Jesusis saying - “I have told you earthly 
things but you do not listen what would happen if I tell you of heavenly things. 

The delegates were divided into eight groups and were then sent out to discuss in their 
groups. They were reminded to return their discussion papers to the Note takers. 

Refer to Appendix III 

Paper Presentation 

The State of Ecumenism Today - Lessons learned and 
implications for the future of ecumenical relations and their 
significance to Stewardship and Self-Determination 
Rev DrTevita Havea 

* An introduction of the Rev. DrTevita HAVEA, of Tonga as presented 
by the Rev. Dr TAUIRA Marama, of Tahiti 

He thanked and said Mauruuru to the PCC staff for allowing him to say a few words about 
the guest speaker for that morning, the Rev. Dr Tevita HAVEA. But he felt that other 
prominent people like the Rev. DrFelerika NOKISE, Principal of the Pacific Theological 
College (PTC) or Dr Manfred ERNST who knew Tevita better than he did would have been 
the right people to welcome Dr Havea. But, it was with respect and with humble heart that 
he accepted the invitation. 

He came to know Tevita when he was appointed a lecturer in Pacific Church History at the 
Pacific Theological College in Suva, in 2006. So, what he would say about Tevita was very 
much limited to his experienceswith him at PTC. He said that it was historical that morning 
that a Tahitian was asked to introduce a Tongan scholar. 

Christianity first began in Tonga in 1821 through the work of the Wesleyan missionaries 
who arrived in the Island from Australia. A year later in 1822, tiree (3) Tahitian (or Maohi) 
missionaries, Taute, Porapora and Toropapera were sent to the Tongan group by the LMS 
missionary John ORSMOND who was stationed in Bora-Bora Island. They started work in 
Vava’u, in the Northern part of the Tongan group. But the Tahitian mission there was a 
failure because two of the Tahitians left their mission to follow the Tongan way of life. Four 
years later in 1826, two (2) Tahitian missionaries, Hape and Tafeta arrived in Tongatapu, 
in Nukualofa. Alongside the Wesleyan missionaries, Christian mission was successful. 
Among the first Tongan converts, were the Tupou Taufaahau Royal family. Through their 
conversion, Christianity took its roots in Tonga. Over the generations, there has been 
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some prominent Christians emerging from the Christian faith and some of them are the 
HAVEA family. 

The Rev. Dr Tevita HAVEA belongs to a family of seven (7) children and he is the son of 
the late Rev. Dr Sione Amanaki HAVEA, one of the Founding Fathers of the PCC and the 
first Pacific Islander to be Principal of the Pacific Theological College, in Suva, Fiji. He was 
also the initiator of the ‘Coconut Theology 1 in the Pacific in the 1990s. Among Tevita’s 
other brothers are Salesi and Sione HAVEA who also hold Doctoral degrees. His mother, 
Etina who died in Suva was also a prominent woman as such, her name was given after 
the PTC Children Centre, the Etina HAVEA Children Care Centre at the Pacific 
Theological Centre.. 

As many young Tongans, Tevita went overseas to study. He went to Great Britain at the 
University of London, in England where he carried out his studies in which he obtained in 
1997 his Doctoral degree. Returning home, he taught Biblical studies in New Testament at 
the local Siatoutai Theological College for ten (10) years. In 2003, he was called to go to 
the Pacific Theological College in Suva to teach there in the Biblical Department 
specialising with the Pauline Letters. While lecturing at PTC, he also became the General 
Manager of the College to look after the community’s properties. He likes to tell students to 
keep the PTC campus tidy and to learn a lesson when they return home. Among his 
hobbies, Tevita likes to play Tennis, Touch Rugby and also Jogging.. 

In 2009, during the General Conference of the Free Wesleyan Church of Tonga, Tevita 
was selected as the new General Secretary of the Church. He left PTC in the middle of 
2009 to take up his new position as General Secretary of the Church. Tevita is married to 
Sera and they have two (2) children, Latu and Niko. It is then his great pleasureto invite 
Tevita to speak on the issue of Ecumenism. The members of the Assembly were 
requested to put their hand together for, the Rev. Dr Tevita HAVEA. 

His paper looked at the present situation of Ecumenism and ecumenical relations, and 
attempted to highlight the achievements, challenges and implications for the future of 
ecumenical relations. It also highlighted the significance of the Biblical imperatives to the 
issues of stewardship and Self-determination. 

Refer toAppendixlll 


Points of clarification: * 

Rev Kolia Fepai of the Methodist Church in Samoa thanked Rev Havea for paper that was 
ethically excellent, morally beautiful even exclusively relevant in the context of grassroots 
hierarchy. 

The first point I would like to emphasise is the Ecumenism in our own context, we have 
problems with charismatic movement and women’s LDS. For so many years they have 
been trying to join the National Council of churches (NCC). I was happy that our NCC 
leaders were gentle to receive them in one way or another not because of the issues of 
doctrine but the consideration of brotherhood,. They are brothers and sisters. Now 
regarding the importance of more dialogue come to what Dr Havea was talking about, the 
fact that we need to have more dialogue within the national and regional level in relation to 
the bigger picture of Ecumenism.it seems to me there is a need to go down to grassroot 
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levelfor more conversation or more dialogue and we need to have more dialogue with 
those outside the NCC. This way we will strengthen and empower our NCC because it 
seems some NCC membersare members in name only butthey are not active.Maybe they 
want to join the NCC or the PCC butin actual fact, they are not active. This problem will 
continue as we have experienced inour journey in the last fifty years. 

The issue of unfair trading in the Pacific - I think this is a serious one in the modern times. 
If we look at the picture we can see clearly the nature of unfair or the imbalance trading in 
our region. More specifically, our relationship with Australia and New Zealand - How can 
we compare ourselves with these bigger nations with lots of resources? This is the picture 
that we have of the imbalance in the nature of trade in the Pacific. 

Another issue I would like to point out is the issue of fishing in our region. We know we 
have the biggest ocean in the world and the Western countries are fishing our shores, 
They are raking in billionsand billions of dollars and only commit sixty million dollars to our 
regions which is peanuts in comparison to what is given to their countries and what they 
get out of our ocean floor of the Pacific. How can we voice this to the World Recently the 
forum with the dominating power of Australia and New Zealand they emphasised the 
queen economy. What is that and how do we deal with that in our region 

President of the Methodist Church in Fiji - Rev. Tuikilakila 

I would like to express my gratitude for a well presented paper given to us by Rev Dr 
Havea. It is a good analysis of the present context of the Pacific. Indeed it is an extensive 
and it speaks on the present situation which gives us the context upon which of the way 
we do Christian ministries in the 21 st century. It is aligned with what I was trying to do 
yesterday raising the concept of doing ministry in the Pacific. We need to understand as 
the prerequisite Dr Te gave a good analysis and an extensive component of the reality 
that is facing us in the Pacific. 

Following the previous speaker, I had in mind what he was trying to say that we need more 
dialogue. We have to ask ourselves what can we offer, how can we voice our concern? 
What I would like to say to the Conference this morning, that when we see the context 
being analysed in front of us, then we see what we need to do is to a kind of church 
ministry that is professionally and prophetically undertaken in the spirit of ecumenism. We 
are called to do interpretation. We should interpret the context clearly therefore that ought 
to be done at two levels. 

1 Denominational level 

2 Cross cultural level. 

I would like to underlined the significance of doing the theological and biblical 
interpretation from a denominational level then we share our findings at the Cross cultural 
level through the spirit of ecumenism. We have to find it in the denominational level, test 
our interpretation confirm it in our minds before we take it to the cross cultural level. ’ In my 
experience we sometimes lock the work of charity and we fail to see that our churches 
should be subservient collectively. At the Cross Cultural level we see the significant way 
of God through the Pacific to move forward in the spirit of Ecumenism. This is theological 
and biblically based, supported by the history and tradition of the church. 
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The Moderator thanked the two speakers. 


S' 



; ' <■ 



cting General Secretary’s Report Rev Frangois Pihaatae 


There was no comment on this report. 

Refer to Appendix II 

Resolution No 17: Moved / seconded that the General Secretary’s report be 
accepted. CARRIED 

Constitutional Amendment - Murray Isimeli 


• Objective 1: to seek permission to undertake review of Constitution. 

• Objective 2: Should the assembly agree to the proposal, the Executive Committee 
to make it its task tofulfil the specified process for its reviewand report to the 11 th 
General assembly-the Draft, the Deliberation and the Endorsement. 


Resolution No 18: Moved / seconded that the Assembly accept the 
recommendation in Objective 1. CARRIED 

Resolution No 19: Moved / seconded that the Assembly accept the 
recommendation in Objective 2. CARRIED 

Program Report — Casimira Aisake 



Mr Casimira Aisake 

Refer to Appendixll 
Discussions: 

Q1 Who determines what program and what countries are selected? 
Q2 There was no training in 2009, Where were the assessors? 

Response 
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Program meet to decide where needs are. They inform the following year and a 
funding request is prepared. 

2 Monitoring was done in 2009. Funding would be given through the assistance 
of a funding body, most probably the Bread for the World - they will assist for 
the following five years. 

Resolution No 20: Moved/secondedto accept the Program report for the last five 
years. CARRIED 

Finance and Property Report presented by Jaap Schep 

Refer to Appendix II 

Discussion: 

• A delegate from the Wesleyan Church of Tonga commended the very hard work 
that the Finance Committee had done and he congratulated them for it. The 
membership has come at the right time (2007 -2012). The Policy paper will put in 
place measures that will help promote sufficiency. How many were committed 
toEcumenism - We need to walk the talk. It is a question of ownership. How much 
do we own? While we are sitting comfortably in our homes and are eating well, how 
can we encourage our churches to pay their membership fees. Most churches 
have their own ways of raising funds (Tithe system, pledging etc.) so the other 
churches can do the same. 

Finally - Our program and administration expenses, the more programs we have, 
the more expenses incurred. We should take this back and discuss in our 
churches. 

• Rev Reuben, Fiji, commented that there was no audit report, there was no full 
audited certificate.The Finance committee must prepare the audited report. 

• Rev Kaisakau of the Vanuatu Presbyterian church said that we must invest in 
properties to help our Finance. Some churches are paying their arrears and some 
have outstanding fees to be paid. They should be penalised not to travel to the next 
Assembly. 

• A Samoan delegate said that the property is in a good location. He advised the 
Finance Committeeto keep and maintain the land. Everywhere, land is precious 
and it brings wealth.We must accept not to sell. 


Response by Livai: 

To Rev Reubendt’s an unqualified audit which means that nothing is wrong with it. We 
only need to wo/ry when it is a qualified report. Accounts are not properly audited. 
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Day Three - Wednesday 6 th March 2013 

Devotion-Anglican Church of Melanesia 
Chorus from the Tahitian Delegates 

Meeting of all three Commissions - all day - concurrent with other 
agenda items 

Greetings by Partner - Lutheran Church in Bavaria- 
Pacific Ecumenismby Rev. Dr Traugott Farnbacher- 
Refer to Appendix VI 


Bible Study 

Prepared and presented by Dr Turn Raapoto Chairman of the Theological Reflection 
committee of Etaretia Porotetani Maohi Refer to Appendix V 



Paper Presentation:“The Biblical and Theological Imperatives of 
Stewardship and their Implications to the Mission of the Church.” 

- Rev Dr Cliff Bird 

Presented by Dr Cliff Bird, Senior Lecturer in Theological studies at the PTC Rev Dr Cliff 
Bird is a very humble and brilliant scholar who comes from Marovo New Georgia, Western 
Solomon. He is married to Siera and they have four boys. He studied at the University of 
the South Pacific and graduated with Bachelor of Arts in Economics. He did his PhD at the 
Charles Stuart University, School of Theology at the Canberra Campus Australia. 

His paper looked at the Biblical and Theological perspectives on Stewardship, particularly 
on issues regarding the environment and climate change; management of resources; 
ethics in governance and leadership; duties towards those affected in societies due to 
disease such as HIV and AIDS and, what these mean to the Churches and government in 
the Pacific. 

Refer to Appendix III 
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Vote of Thanks - The Moderator thanked Dr Bird for an enlightening speech that 

spoke to our hearts. He also thanked the assembly for their attention and presence. 

Comments 

• President of the Methodist Church, Fiji -Rev Tuikilakila Waqairatuexpressed 
hisgratitude for Dr Bird’s well researched paper. It was thought provoking and 
challenging. However, he noticed that the speaker used Genesis 1:26 b as his 
principal text in presenting the bible quest of Human stewardship. The text comes from 
a priestly writer with two significant parts; Gen 1:26a and Gen 1 26b. Genesis 1:26a 
speaks of the ‘image’ of God and Gen 1:26b reflects the human responsibility to rule, 
subdue and have dominion over creation. Additionally notice the order according to ’ 
the priestly writers point of view is both ‘divine’ and ‘irreversible, images come first and 
responsibility second. It cannot be the other way round - which is the situation of the 
world today and increasingly problematic. It would be pleasing to see that in the 
further development of the paper that the author also includes 1:26a with good 
exposition to stress the inseparability of both parts of the text. The image of God in 
man is like a shining torch that enlightens the way mankind rules over the world of 
creation. The contents of such image are fully revealed in Christ’s ministry (John 14:9). 
The image of love, justice, humility and peace. Mankind must first achieve and fulfil the 
image of God in his life, only than that his responsibility of stewardship to rule over 
God’s creations (oikos and cosmos) can be successfully accomplished. 

• Rev Simote Vea also thanked Dr Bird for his clear and concise presentation which has 
opened up new horizons which would lead to wider ecumenical perspective for their 
calling.He asked where diakonia comes in with Stewardship. Our concern for 
development and service of the communities should be core emphasis of our 
stewardship besides climate change. 

Response 

In response to Rev. Tuikilakila’s comment, Dr Bird said that he did not address 
Genesis 1:26a because he was speaking on v26b in regard to the subject of his paper. 
He thanked Rev. Tuikilakila for raising the point that it must not be sidelined and the 
two parts would always belong together. 

• The Moderator reminded the delegate in the Assembly that they must ask if they do 
not understand any terms or anything in relation to Assembly matters. 

• He also reminded the floor that the Moderator or Deputy Moderator must be 
addressed if someone wished to say something. 

Paper Presentation: The Biblical and Theological 
Imperatives of Self-Determination and Their Implications 
tothe Mission ofthe Church by Mrs Suliana Siwatibau 

Her paper looked at self-determination in its biblical and theological 

sense, particularly on issues regarding political independence; self-determining in 

governance relating to economic decisions and policies; political systems, resources and 
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the self-determination of women and youth and what these mean to the Churches and 
governments in the Pacific. 

Welcomed and introduced by Rev Allen Nafuki of the Vanuatu Presbyterian Church. 

Mrs Siwatibau normal work experience was teaching in secondary schools and University 
of the South Pacific. She was Researcher in energy and policy issues, management 
experience with United Nations in Development Program (UNDP). She was Director of 
Energy in Fiji government, project manager in People of South Pacific International. 
Member of the Methodist Church in Fiji and her first association with the PCC was through 
the Nuclear Free and Independent Pacific Movement which began in Fiji as the Atom 
Committee - against nuclear tests on Mureroa. 

She is currently retired and spends her time mostly on volunteer for a number of NGOs. 
She was happy to be part of the ecumenical family of the Pacific churches and the wider 
interfaith group in Fiji. 

See Appendix li for further reading. 

5 > 

The Moderator thanked Mrs Siwatibau for her well researched presentation. There was no 
discussion on Mrs Siwatibau’s paper. 

Comments 

• Rev Ere Ikitoelagi was happy to hear a woman’s voice and enjoyed every word that 
was spoken. She had no doubt that ail the men and women present were happy to 
hear a woman’s voice. As a well-educated woman Mrs Siwatibau had delivered a 
well research document. She has given everyone the challenge to think about self- 
determination. She picked on the teachings of Jesus ....What does it mean to love 
God? What is Jesus’ way? She thanked Mrs Siwatibau once again for her 
motivating talk 

• Rev. Alan Nafuki also thanked Mrs Siwatibau and said that he forgot to mention 
when introducing her that she spent eight years working in Vanuatu and joined the 
Presbyterian ChurchVanuatu during that time. 

The Moderator once again thanked Mrs Siwatibau. 


Briefing from the Returning Officer Rev Dr Fele Nosike on the order of 
the Election on Saturday 

The Deputy Moderator mentioned that this was a very important and special time in the life 
of the General Assembly and she welcomed the Returning Officer, Rev. Dr Fele Nokise. 
Rev Feleon behalf of the Nomination Committeesaid that the completed nominations for 
elections were ready and hewas about to distribute the voting folders which meant that 
they have achieved what was not achieved when the issue was brought to Jheir attention. 
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The Nomination Committee has been updated and has agreed to bring the folders to be 
distributed in accordance with the Constitution which says that Voting information and 
papers, must be given to delegates two days prior to election. The two days are Thursday 
and Friday and the election was to take place on Saturday.He acknowledged God for 
allowing the process to get into order. 

For the distribution of the folders, Afereti and Allen moved to the table on the left which 
was the station for the large churches, WCC, SPATS, and PTC. Sala and Cyrilline were to 
be on theopposite table which was the station for the medium churches, small churches 
and the NCC. This ensured that this was done in an orderly but more importantly was that 
everyone would receive a folder. One representative from the church was to pick up the 
folders and the folders were not to be given to any member of the delegation who was not 
on the Nomination Committee. He thanked the Delegates and Members of the assembly 
for their cooperation. The number of voters in the General Assembly was 108, he had 
made 110 folders. 

The Deputy Moderato thanked the Nomination Committee for the hard work and good 
work they had done. According to the Constitution on Section 7.4.5.4 The Returning 
Officer will then prepare a package to be distributed to voting members only, two days 
prior to the elections sessions in consultation with the Assembly Nomination’Committee. 

Resolution No 21: Moved / seconded to accept the Returning Officer’s report that 
there were not enough nominees required for Moderator and Deputy Moderator 
CARRIED 

Everyone was asked to pray and mediate on the names and ask for God’s guidance for 
the election of the Leaders for the next five years. 

Archbishop David Vunagi ended the day with a word of prayer. 


Day Four-Thursday 7 th March 2013 

Devotion by the Roman Catholic Church of Solomon Islands 

Reading Deuteronomy 30 : 11-14. 

Refer to Appendix III 


Bible Studies 

Prepared and presented by Dr Turo Raapoto Chairman of the Theological Reflection 
committee of Etaretia Porotetani Maohi). Delegates discussed in their Commission groups: 

Refer to AppendixV 

Ecumenism Commission Resolutions 
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Resolution No 22:Moved / seconded to assist with the capacity building of the 
member churches in Micronesia, namely Chuuk, Kosrae, Pohnpei and the Marshall 
Islands, 

a) the PCC secretariat and PTC are to design and implement and or facilitate a 2 
- 3 weeks course on biblical studies for the pastors (and laity) in the above 
four countries. 

b) The PCC secretariat is to facilitate the provision of school teachers to teach in 
primary and secondary schools in Chuuk and also work on youth evangelism 
and ecumenism, with clear criteria and resource contribution commitments 

c) the PCC secretariat to establish a pool of resource people from among the 

member churches to assist members churches with their capacity and or 
emergency needs. CARRIED » 

ResolutionNo23:Moved / seconded that the PCC secretariat, PTC/GPP, SPATS, 
MATS 1 and theological schools of member churches to establish and implement a 
process of reflection, rethinking and renewal on the ecumenical movement at all 
levels - grassroots, regional and national - particularly in the areas of ecumenical 
identity, ecumenical solidarity and social justice action, and ecumenical leadership 
and theological education. Rev Felerika Nosike mentionedthat this was ongoing. 
CARRIED 

Resolution No 24:Moved / seconded that the PCC secretariat to continue with the 
formation program on morality, governance and social justice, with the addition on 
stewardship, with the Member Churches and National Councils of Churches, at the 
regional and national levels, targeting the church leaders, women and youth. 
CARRIED 

Resolution No 25:Moved / seconded that the PCC secretariat, with the assistance of 
PTC, PRS, SPATS and theological schools, is to: 

a) continue with the implementation of the Namoli Statement “Steering the Vaka 
of Hermeneutics in Oceania” recommendations, targeting the Member 
Churches at the national and regional levels 

b) design and implement a specific project on the hermeneutics of Stewardship, 
Self-determination and Gender, and a theology of migration at the national 
level with the Member Churches. CARRIED 

Resolution No26: Moved /seconded that the Secretariats of the PCC, PTC and 
SPATS are to continue with the organisation of a regional conference on “Mission 
Sharing and Learning” as a follow-up to the 2010 Viwa Mission Conference in 2015. 
CARRIED 

& 

Resolution No 27: Moved/seconded that in rethinking the Pacific “Oikos”, the PCC 
secretariat is to: 

a) conduct education and training with Member Churches and National Councils 
of Churches on the concept of “Rethinking the Household of God in the 
Pacific” document at the national level. 


'Melanesian Association of Theological Schools 
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b) establish a regional forum of Member Churches, National Councils of 
Churches, NGOs, academics and partners to debate and discuss research, 
issues and documents on the “Rethinking the Household of God in the 
Pacific”. 

c) work closely with regional governments and inter-governmental groupings on 
rethinking policies on development, governance, peace and security, climate 
change pnd resettlement, and trade. 

CARRIED 

Resolution No 28:Moved / seconded that theGenerai Assembly endorses the 
establishment of the Commission on Mission and Theology as per the resolutions 
of the Executive Committees of the PCC and PTC in 2011, its membership and 
Terms of Reference (TOR) and to submit a report on its work at the 11 th General 
Assembly of the PCC. CARRIED 

Resolution No29: Moved / seconded that the PCC Assembly endorses and supports 
the conduct of the research project on “Ecumenical Relations in the Pacific Islands 
since the 1980s: Developments - Problems and Perspectives” under the auspices of 
the Institute for Research & Social Analysis of the Pacific Theological Colleqe 
CARRIED 

Resolution No30:Moved /seconded that with regards to the ecumenical formation 
for young ecumenists and youth leaders: 

a) the 10 th General Assembly recognises the key role of the young people and 
youth leaders as central to the continued relevance and sustainability of 
ecumenism in our region now and into the future 

b) prioritise the theological training of young people through leadership training, 
ecumenical mentoring and peer exchange of best practice on ecumenism as 
means of strengthening youth ecumenical formation 

c) continue to use the formation framework as a key PCC biblical formation tool 
and mainstream the attendant formation materials for youth ecumenical 
training 

d) prioritise youth involvement in social justice work as a means of enhancing 
the visible unity of the church. CARRIED 

Resolution No«?31: Moved / seconded to recognise the Pacific Church Leaders 
Retreat as a dialogue and advisory forum of Church and Political leaders to deepen 
their spirituality and ecumenical relations, and to strengthen the Church’s moral 
input into the discussions and decisions on pertinent politic, social and economic 
issues by political leaders in the region. CARRIED 


Finance and Property Report(continued) 


Refer to Appendix II 
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Resolution No 32: Moved/ seconded that the Finance and Property report be 
adopted. CARRIED 

1. Finance and Administrative Policy and Procedures 

s» 

Resolution No 33: Moved / seconded that the Finance and Administrative 
Policy and Procedures be finalized, submitted for approval to the next 
Executive Committee meeting, but already taken as principles and guidance 
by the secretariat. 2 CARRIED 

2. Fair Membership Policy 

Resolution No 34:Moved / seconded that the membership fee be determined 
after discussion in this General Assembly, taking into account various factors 
(membership number, size of church budget and socio economic factors) 
CARRIED 

3. Asset Management Unit 

Resolution No35:Moved / seconded that the Asset Management Unit be 
recognized and endorsed as an income generating mechanism towards 
ensuring the PCC’s financial security and the sustainability of its 
operations.CARRIED 

4. General Assembly Fund 

Resolution No 36:Moved / seconded that -after introduction of a fair 
membership fee in 2014- member churches and NCCs lose their right to 50% 
travel subsidies to the General Assembly in case they have not paid their new 
membership fees for 2 consecutive years CARRIED 

Resolution No 37: Moved / seconded that -after introduction of a fair 
membership fee in 2014- member churches and NCCs lose their right to vote 
in the General Assembly in case they have not paid their new rrjembership 
fees during 4 consecutive years. In such case the PCC General Secretary will 
engage in discussions about their membership status. CARRIED 

Resolution No 38:Moved / seconded that member churches in relatively good 
financial conditions to consider voluntarily waiving their rights to 50% travel 
subsidy. CARRIED 


Stewardship Commission Resolutions 


Background information: 

a) This resolution is needed to put the Financial Policy again within the valid PCC constitutional framework. 

b) The policy itself remains a work in progress, with respect to elaboration of some details. 
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EXTRACTIVE INDUSTRIES 


1. Resolution No 39: Moved / seconded to explore experimental seabed mining 

(ESM) as a growing issue of concern for Pacific Island Countries. 

a. Advocate, with member churches and partners, to call on Pacific 
governments to “stop” all forms of experimental seabed mining until the 
necessary research is undertaken to determine the negative impacts on 
people and their environment against the pressures to acquire economic 
benefits. 

b. Call on the PCC to act on behalf of MC’s to advocate and lobby at the 
relevant global level, particularly the International Seabed Authority. 

c. The PCC and MCs to develop a greater understanding of the short and long¬ 
term effects of ESM, taking into account the damage that land-based mining 
and sea bed mining is already causing. CARRIED 

2. Resolution No 40: Moved / seconded to facilitate the concerns of MCs and NCCs 

on mining, tourism, fishing, and forestry, with intergovernmental forums 
such as the MSG, the Engaging the Pacific and PIFS. 

a. the PCC is to facilitate and/or conduct in-country or regional consultations 
with MCs and NCCs on: i) mining, ii) tourism, iii) fishing, and iv) forestry, and 
accompany MC’s in formulating member church positions and provide 
advocacy accompaniment to national governments and/or intergovernmental 
forums such as the MSG, the Engaging the Pacific and PIFS. 

b. The PCC calls upon all MCs to stand in solidarity with our brothers and 
sisters in Pacific Island Countries who are struggling with the challenge and 
negative impacts of mining in their communities. CARRIED 

ENVIRONMENT and CLIMATE CHANGE 

3. Resolution No 41: Moved / seconded to undertake research case studies in 3 

country case studies during the next 5 years on the impact of economic 
models and environmental destruction and disasters. 

a. Undertake research case studies in 3 country case studies during the next 5 
years on the impact of economic models and environmental destruction and 
disasters. CARRIED 

4. Resolution No42: Moved / seconded to research and document models and 
practices in traditional governance leadership systems in the region, 
focusing on 3 country case studies in the next 5 years. 

a. The General Assembly endorses the research of appropriate traditional 
models and practices in traditional governance leadership systems in the 
region,/ocusing on 3 country case studies in the next 5 years. CARRIED 

5. Resolution No 43: Moved / seconded to research and advocate human rights 
issues in climate change and resettlement of populations. 

a. The 10 th General Assembly supports the continuation of climate-induced 
resettlement research, focusing on human rights and the appropriate 
advocacy for policy change as articulated in the PCLM Church Statements: 
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i)“Moana Declaration” and, ii) “The cry to sing the Lord’s song in Oceania”. 

CARRIED 

6. Resolution No 44: Moved / seconded to continue its advocacy work with 
churches, partners, and ecumenical organisations at the international on 
regional climate change issues and associated concerns. 

a. Continue its advocacy work with churches, partners, and ecumenical 

organisations at the international on regional climate change issues and 
associated concerns. CARRIED 

7. Resolution No 45: Moved / seconded to increase the PCC’s political influence 
with other government bodies such as the Melanesia Spearhead Group 
(MSG) and Pacific Islands Forum Secretariat (PIFS) on advancing the specific 
issues: climate induced resettlement and the development of alternative 
development model(s)- that takes into consideration spirituality and culture. 

a. The General Assembly reaffirms and supports the PCC Secretariat’s ongoing 
accompaniment and advocacy works outlined in the Moana Declaration. 

b. Increase the PCC’s political influence with government bodies, such as the 
Melanesia Spearhead Group (MSG) and Pacific Islands Forum Secretariat 
(PIFS), on advancing the specific issues: 

Climate-induced resettlement; and, the development of alternative 
development model(s)- that takes into consideration spirituality and culture. 
CARRIED 


NUCLEAR and SMALL ARMS & LIGHT WEAPONS 

8. Resolution No 46: Moved / seconded Facilitate campaigns and raise 
awareness on the issue of nuclear weapons and arms trade within the 
region. 

a. The PCC Secretariat and MC’s to increase networking and communication 
with international organisations, such as the UN Human Rights Council, and 
partners concerning the unresolved nuclear legacy in the Pacific. 

b. The PCC Secretariat to monitor and share information to MCs on the issues 
of arms trade and where necessary, initiate new awareness-raising 
campaigns involving MCs and their communities. CARRIED 

HIV and AlDs 

9. Resolution No 47:Moved / seconded to develop and facilitate a formation 
program on compassion and reconciliation and to include people, and 
everyone involved, living with HIV/AIDS in the design and implementation of 
the program. 

a. The General Assembly reaffirms its support for continued inclusion of those 
living with HIV and AIDS in work of the PCC secretariat on HIV and AIDS; so 
that the voices and concerns of those directly affected are included and 
heard. 
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the PCC to continue to provide accompaniment alongside Member Churches 
and NCCs in helping dispel stigmas and negative attitudes associated with 
HIV and AIDS. 

c. Develop and facilitate a formation program on compassion and 

reconciliation and to include people living with HIV and AIDS in the design 
and implementation of the program. CARRIED 

10. Resolution No 48: Moved / seconded to assist in facilitating dialogue forums 
in church communities in HIV and AIDS. 

a. The PCC Secretariat to encourage MCs to have open forums and referral 

networking on the issue of HIV and AIDS that are accessible and inclusive to 
all members of the community. CARRIED 

11. Resolution No 49: Moved / seconded to strengthen the PCC’s networking 
with regional and international organisations on HIV and AIDS. 

a. Network with all regional HIV and AIDS organisations and ensure that the 

information is widely shared with MCs, partner organisations and interested 
stakeholders.CARRIED 

0 

12. Resolution No 50: Moved / seconded that the Youth Pre-Assembly proposal on 

Sexual and Reproductive Health, including HIV and AIDs and other STDs. 

a. Sensitise the clergy on sexual and reproductive health issues and teach 
them how to impart this knowledge. 

b. Sensitise parents on sexual and reproductive health issues and teach them 
how to communicate this information to their children. 

c. Raise awareness and advocacy on sexual and reproductive health issues 
among young people. CARRIED 

ACCOMPANIMENT IN TRAINING 

13. Resolution No 51: Moved / seconded to fully implement the capacity-building 
program on leadership and management with PTC, focusing on community, 
women and youth training, education and awareness. 

a. The General Assembly reaffirms its 9th GA resolutions on Good Governance 
and Leadership, and endorses the PCC Secretariat to identify and facilitate 
appropriate capacity building programs on leadership and management 
training with PTC, with a particular focus on: community empowerment, 
women and youth development, education and awareness. CARRIED. 

14. Resolution No 52:Moved / seconded to address governance and leadership 
issues in stewardship and ecumenical relations, particularly to establish and 
to provide accompaniment to leadership forums on stewardship and 
ecumenism. 

a the PCC is to address governance and leadership issues in stewardship and 

ecumenical relations, particularly to establish and to provide accompaniment 
leadership forums on stewardship and ecumenism. 

b. The PCC is to develop an advocacy manual on stewardship leadership to be 
accompanied by national/or regional trainings on the manual. CARRIED 
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15. Resolution No 53:Moved / seconded to develop a training program on 
Christian responsibility and stewardship of the environment and resources, 
focusing on governance, management and leadership with PTC. 

a. The General Assembly recommends that the PCC work in collaboration with 
PTC in development of a training program on Christian responsibility and 
stewardship of the environment and resources, focusing on governance, 
management, leadership. CARRIED 

16. Resolution No 54: Moved / seconded to develop resources including 
theological materials on the link between climate change and DRR in the 
region. 

a. The PCC Secretariat to facilitate the development of a ‘theology of disaster’ 
to inform its activities around Disaster Risk Reduction (DRR) and 
accompaniment. 

b. The General Assembly receives and endorses the recommendations made 
by the CIDRA evaluators for the PCC Secretariat’s consideration for ongoing 
implementation,that will help build the preparedness and resilience 
capacities of Pacific communities in the area of DRR. 

c. The PCC to facilitate research and promote effective waste reuse and 
management options. CARRIED 

17. Resolution No 55: Moved /seconded to continue to assist MCs fi and NCCs in 
their development projects. 

a. The PCC Secret6riat to identify ways to assist MCs and NCCs in their 
development projects through resource sharing. CARRIED 

18. Resolution No 56: Moved / seconded to mainstream Youth into Climate 
Change and Environmental Stewardship. 

a. The PCC to facilitate capacity-building trainings for youths on; “What does it 
mean to be good stewards of creation?” 

b. Based on young people’s concerns, the PCC to facilitate research and 
promote effective waste reuse and management options. 

c. Ensure youth engagement and inclusion in the implementation of the PCC’s 
stewardship program. CARRIED 

Self-Determination Commission Resolutions 

1. Resolution No 57:Moved / seconded the calls on churches to respond, in an 

age of empire, to the biblical imperative for transformation and renewal through 
discernment and self-determination, because just as God created us and 
knows us by name, He calls us to be free and responsible. To be free requires 
responsibility: to be responsible requires freedom. It includes political 
independence, the dignity of the person, the self-determination of women and 
youth to be full participants in the work of the church (ministering, 
proclamation and evangelism), how we organize our economic lives, care for 
the disadvantaged and the rights and responsibilities of and to each other. 
CARRIED 
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A. Maohi Nui 

2. Resolution No 58:Moved / seconded that the PCC General Assembly gathered 
in Honiara Solomon Islands recognizes God’s gift of freedom, to all humankind 
within His Oikos, to be self-determining. The Assembly also recognises the 
universal human rights of all people and in particular the right to self- 
determination of all oppressed colonised indigenous people in the world in 
accordance with the United Nations Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous 
People. CARRIED. 

3. Resolution No 59: Moved / seconded that we call Pacific member churches and 
the World Council of Churches to support, throughadvocacy efforts, the re¬ 
inscription of Maohi Nui on the UN List of Countries to be decolonised 
CARRIED 

4. Resolution No60: Moved / seconded that the 10 th PCC General Assembly calls 
on France, the United Nations, the Pacific Islands Governments, the 
International community to support the decision from the Maohi Protestant 
Church. CARRIED 

B. West Papua 

5. Resolution No 61: Moved / seconded to Documenting for effective advocacy 
on justice and respect for human rights in West Papua, in collaboration with 
ecumenical partners, civil society and governments. CARRIED 

6. Resolution No 62: Moved / seconded to Incorporate the human rights situation 
in West Papua as a strong focal area in the PCC’s programmatic work on self- 
determination for non-self-governing territories, and communities and peoples 
who yearn to be free. CARRIED 

C. Freedom Sunday 

7. Resolution No 63: Moved / seconded Designate and promote the first Sunday 
after 10 th December, with effect from 2013, to be observed annually as a 
‘Human Rights and Freedom Sunday’, to celebrate freedom and solidarity with 
the peoples of Maohi Nui, Bougainville, New Caledonia, West Papua and 
others who yearn to be free. CARRIED 

D. Nuclear Testing 

8. Resolution No 64: Moved / seconded In solidarity with the people of Maohi Nui 
and other victims of nuclear testing, the PCC: 

a. Facilitate the building of awareness, beginning within its constituency, 
partners and networks, about the injustices suffered by the victims of nuclear 
testing in the region. 

b. Design and implement advocacy activities at multiple levels targeting such 
injustices and that such activities are to involve 3 essential elements of 
advocacy: praying, speaking out and acting together. 

c. Facilitate the organization of a regional dialogue tour amongst PCC members 
to raise awareness on the issue. 
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d. Advocate, in solidarity with the people of Maohi Nui, for a zero-tolerance 
stance by the PCC and its member churches on nuclear weapons and nuclear 
testing. 

e. Encourage the French authorities to fulfil their obligations and provide all 
necessary means for economic, social and cultural, environment development 
of the Maohi people, and to compensate all those affected by nuclear testing 
and radioactivity.CARRIED 

E. Economic Justice 

9. Resolution No 65: Moved / seconded to Strengthen understanding and 
elaboration on systems of wealth generation and distribution, focusing on 
case studies in the region, with the objective of distinguishing economic 
models, approaches or visions that conform to biblical principles from others. 
CARRIED 

10. Resolution No 66:Moved / secondedthat in collaboration with civil society, 
government and ecumenical organisations to build awareness op and 
advocate for economic models, approaches or visions that conform to biblical 
principles of economy. CARRIED 

11. Resolution No 67:Moved / seconded to Continue to uphold the PCC’s stance 
and prophetic voice against the injustices of economic globalization and 
international trade as well as on the proponents of the underlying dominant 
economic order.CARRIED. 

12. Resolution No 68: Moved / seconded to Strengthen the PCC’s focus on 
identifying and promoting, collaboratively with ecumenical partners, 
government and civil society partners, other development options and/or 
approaches that conform to biblical principles of economy. CARRIED 

13. Resolution No 69: Moved / seconded to facilitate, in collaboration with 
churches and government, the identification, further elaboration and 
propagation of an approach to understanding development and wellbeing that 
are founded on Christian spirituality and socio-cultural morality as opposed to 
materialism. CARRIED 


F. Diqnitvof the Person& Human Rights 

14. Resolution No 70: Moved / seconded to facilitate, in collaboration with relevant 
partners, including the Ecumenical Disability Advocacy Network, a self- 
determination process focusing on the disadvantaged in our communities, 
including those with disabilities. CARRIED 

15. Resolution No 71: Moved / seconded to facilitate a process aimed at enabling 
greater and more meaningfulparticipation of women and youth in the mission 
of the church. CARRIED 

16. Resolution No 72:Moved / seconded that directly under the self-determination 
umbrella we endorse the commissioning of empirical research oh human 
rights and traditional systems, including alignment to biblical teaching and 
gender dimensions. CARRIED 
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17. Resolution No 73: Moved / seconded to promote participation, education and 
awareness of human rights in nations that are already politically independent 
CARRIED 

18. Resolution No 74: Moved / seconded to recognise the dignity of the human 
person, created in the image of God, and mindful of international instruments 
such as the Convention on the Elimination and Discrimination Against Women 
and the Convention of the Rights of the Child, adopt and pursue the: 

a. Elimination of Gender-Based Violence as the theme focus for the PCC 
women’s desk for the next five years. 

b. Strengthening of the women’s desk by ensuring permanent staffing and 
resourcing. 

c. Formation of the PCC network with member churches, SPATS, PTC to 
address issues pertaining to the advancement of women. 

d. Elimination of Gender-Based Violence through the twofold strategy of 
‘responsiveness and prevention’.CARRIED 


POLICY COMMITTEE REPORT: PROPOSED RESOLUTIONS 


1. GPP Pre-Assembly proposal on ‘Channels of ecumenical cooperation 1 
a. PC recommendation: The Assembly 

i. Acknowledges the communication issues highlighted between GPP 
and churches, and on the need to address them. 

ii. Mandates the PCC Secretariat to assist in facilitating the 
strengthening of communications between the GPP due to its central 
position / network 

Hi. Urges PCC MCs to ensure their own internal processes and 

structurescomplement the efforts to strengthen communications with 
GPP. 


2. GPP Pre-Assembly proposal on PCC Financial support for the GPP program 
a. PC recommendation: The Assembly endorses 

i. The provision of an annual PCC financial contribution to GPP and that 
the size of the contribution be decided upon by the in-coming 
Executive Committee. 

ii. That PCC’s financial contribution be guided by an MoA requiring, 
among other things, 

1. the provision of annual narrative report of the GPP’s program 
implementation 
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2. annual audited financial report on PCC funds allocated 

3. that GPP is to ensure stronger programmatic collaboration with 
PCC 

3. Youth Pre-Assembly proposal on selection criteria for the Youth representative to 
the PCC Executive Committee 

a. PC recommendation: The Assembly 

/'. endorses the proposed selection criteria pursuant to rationale of the 
merit-based selection approach for Youth representatives to the PCC. 

ii. Recognizes the historical significance and enduring value of ensuring 
representativeness in the selection process as key factors in fostering 
fair and equal opportunity for selection. 

Hi. urges pro-active application of the selection process by the respective 
sub-regions using the approved selection criteria. 

4. Pacific Church Leaders Retreat (PCLR) 

a. PC recommendation: The Assembly 

i. Agrees that in the proposed review of the PCC constitution, the 
Constitutional Review Commission (CRC) is asked to reflect on the 
instruments for regional consultation aimed at strengthening 
ownership of the PCC. At present, the PCLR is such an instrument. 
The new constitution could provide guiding principles for such 
instruments, but should not define these instruments. In principle 
these instruments should report to the existing governing structure. 

ii. Further agrees that in exceptional situations (such as serious crisis) 
the PCC Executive Committee may delegate its powers to a larger 
church leaders meeting. 

/'//'. Mandates the in-coming PCC Executive Committee to implement this 
process. 

5. Comprehensive review of the PCC constitution 

a. PC recommendation: The Assembly 

i. Mandates the urgent and comprehensive review of the PCC 
constitution; 

ii. Mandates the in-coming PCC Executive Committee to implement this 
process and to present a draft of the re-written constitution to the next 
Assembly and in accordance with relevant provisions in the 
constitution for its amendment. 

iii. Agrees that the PCC Executive Committee andtheCRC to undertake 
the review. The composition of the CRC and its work shall be in 
accordance with the relevant sections of the proposal (Appendix B 
Annex C to the relevant paper), which specifies the membership 
criteria for the Commission as well as its TOR; 
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iv. Agrees that the CRC shall be responsible to the PCC Executive 
Committee. 

6. Date of the next PCC Assembly 

a. PC recommendation: The Assembly 

i. Recognizes that the scheduling of the dates for the next PCC General 
,3 Assembly will need to take into account constitutional requirements, 
funding and programming issues. 

//. Agrees that the PCC Executive Committee be given the freedom to 
decide on an earlier date depending on the progress of the 
Organisation DevelopmentProcess and, specifically the CRC. 


Resolution No 75: 
CARRIED 
Resolution No 76: 
CARRIED 
Resolution No 77: 
CARRIED 
Resolution No 78: 
CARRIED 
Resolution No 79: 
CARRIED 
Resolution No 80: 
CARRIED 


Moved / seconded the No 1 recommendation on Policy report. 
Moved / seconded the No 2 recommendation on Policy report. 
Moved / seconded the No 3 recommendation on Policy report. 
Moved/ seconded the No 4 recommendation on Policy report. 
Moved/ seconded the No 5 recommendation on Policy report. 
Moved/ seconded the No 6 recommendation on Policy report. 


Day Five - Friday 8 th March 2013 

Devotion by John (SDA) 

Refer to Appendix IV 

<3 

Greetings by Partner EMW GERMANY by Rev. Martin Krieg 
Refer to Appendix VI 

Women’s Representative Asela Naisara, Fiji 

A time and space was requested by women delegates to sing a hymn for the delegates to 
celebrate International Women Day today 8 th March 2013. The day is recognised globally 
In the UN, the commission of the status of women (CSW) are meeting with the theme to 
Eliminate Violence against Women and there was a Pacific delegation there speaking 
about our issues. In the Pacific - back home in Fiji, the World Day of Prayer Ecumenical 
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Committee was organising a procession from the Suva Flea market to Sukuna Park to 
present our concerns to the Government regarding the EVAW. In Pohnpeiand Tonga, 
there were programs and activities also happening. Here in Honiara they have deferred 
their activities to April.She thanked the Assembly for giving the women space and 
opportunity to celebrate the World Day of Prayers. Asela acknowledged the presence of 
the pioneer women who started the journey of faith. The women were invited to sing the 
hymn “We are part of the Family.” 

The Moderator of the Kiribati Church blessed the women and prayed for them. 

WORLD DAY OF PRAYERS - 

The Women were led by Mrs Asela Naisara who gave a brief report on what the day 
means to women. She gave an outlie of the different activities that were being carried out 
in the wold 

Bible Study 

Prepared and presented by Dr Turo Raapoto Chairman of the Theological Reflection 
committee of Etaretia Porotetani Maohi) 

Refer to Appendix V 

NewApplicants 

There were three new applicants and their delegates were invited to speak on behalf of 
their churches. 

Refer to Appendix VI! 

Resolution No 81: Moved / seconded that the three churches be absorbed into the 
PCC family. CARRIED 


Presentation - Bible Society 

Refer to Appendix VI s* 

Resolution No 82: Moved / seconded to accept the Bible Societies Report. 
CARRIED 


Pacific Theological College Report 
Refer to Appendix VI 
Discussion on PTC Report 
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A Maohi delegate asked the Principal of PTC about the financial situation of PTC 

Financial matters are important to the running of the College the report is not clear 
enough so it necessitates an answer 

Response from Dr Fele: This is not the right forum for that discussion. This should be 
discussed with the Council at the Council meeting. We have nothing to discuss here. I 
would just like to say that, we have had enormous problems but things have stabilized and 
we now have a healthy cash flow. 

There are a lot of churches that are not members of the PCC. We may bring information 
for the college but any decisions made will be made by the PTC Council. We have sailed 
through rough waters, we have had to have a tighter control on our finance, but we never 
have enough money. We are now appreciative for the healthy cash flow. 

Rev Ere thanked the Principal for his report. 

«s 

(i) The report reveals a good status of gender balance 

(ii) The Women Fellowship Development program has begun a journey of studying. 
Churches should take note of the things they want to do. Thank you for the 
report. 

• For the idea of new programs I would also like to thank the Principal for working 
towards the doctor’s program. What would be the cost of the program, consider the 
expenses of students coming to Fiji for the studies. 

• The cost of have to attend the program at PTC is very high for a student $12,000 - 
$14,000. The churches would like to send the families for the sake of togetherness 
of family members but the Cost of living is very high. 

• Rev Havea from Tonga commended on the healthy financial status of the college. 
Fie recognized the difficulties faced by PTC. Fie also commented that the 
Theological schools in Micronesia are left out on study courses. 

• Rev Fele’s response to that was a question of taking the course to Micronesia 
instead of bringing the students across which is very expensive. 

Resolution No 83:Moved / seconded to accept the report from PTC. CARRIED 


Day Six - Saturday 9 th March 2013 

Devotion: Isaiah 58 

Discernment - Matthew 5:13 

Part 1 - Help us understand. 2 references - (i) John 3:30, John says:He must become 
greater, I must become less.” (ii) Matthew 20:28 - “just as the Son of Mandid not come to 
be served, but to serve,and to give his life as a ransom for many. Last part is Matt.:5:3 - 
Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of God. - Let us accept it. 

Q.2 - Walk in communion with him is God’s will. Jesus summarises the Law - Matt 22: 37 
-40 Love God with all your heart, and with all your soul, and with all your mind. Fear 
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disappears, ali those that walk with God have the boldness of God. The Holy Spirit is alive 
and nothing will stand before us and God. 

Delegates go to their eight groups and write the summary of the week’s Bible Study 
lessons. 

Partners WCC and PLP 

Mr John Doom spoke as President of WCC in the Pacific, the liquid continent. The WCC 
meeting will be held in Busan, South Korea. He reminded those that would be going to 
attend the meeting to prepare themselves. He reminded them to read the documents well 
before going to Busan. There will be more than 5000 people in the meeting so delegates 
representing the PCC should not sleep during the meeting. 

Refer to appendix VI 

Election of the Moderator and Deputy Moderator 

The Returning Officer, Rev Dr Feleterika Nosike took the chair. He referred the delegates 
to the personnel profiles of applicants for the Officers’ positions, and to the document 
setting of the election procedures. Steps to be taken were: 

1. Appoint scrutineers; 

2. Identify official (voting) delegates. Non-voting delegates were relegated to the back 
of the room. 

3. Distribute ballot papers 

4. Invite applicants to share their interest and vision for the post they have applied for 

5. Official delegates to mark the ballot papers with their choice of applicant 

6. Official delegate to put up their hands for their ballot papers for the official to pick 

up. * 

7. Announce the votes and announce the results 

8. There will be a recount if there is a need.There were four applications for the 
position of Moderator and Deputy Moderator. 


Nomination Speechesforthe PCC Moderator 

(i) Rev Dr Tevita Havea 

Moderator, Deputy Moderator, A/GS, Church Leaders, Delegates, Friends and Observers. 

the PCC is a big ship trying to sail through rough waters and many winds - 
but we need to move forward, i am in the same ship with my fellow friends, offering my 
services to the work of God. The election is to find out who is the best candidate to take 
the PCC forward. My contribution is that of competent leadership. I can be comfortable 
with high level meetings in the region and I am also passionate about grassroots issues.I 
worked for five years at PTC and have adapted many resolutions for the next five years, 
for the three commissions and other areas of the ministries. I can contributeto find 
solutions to some of the issues faced in the Pacific. 
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(ii) Rev Lola Koloamatangi. 


Fakatapu ki he ‘Otua Mafimafi ‘oku ‘Afio ‘i hotau lotolotonga. 

Fakatapu atu ki ha’a faifekau mo e kau fakafofonga mei hotau fonua ko Tonga 

I acknowledge the presence of our Lord, Honourable Moderator and Deputy Moderator. 
Acting General Secretary and Honourable members of this 10 th General Assembly of the 
Pacific Conferences of Churches. 

I am Lola Baker Koloamatangi from the Anglican church of Tonga, a delegate of the 
Diocese of Polynesia. 

I stand before you a humble woman, but very strong in my heart to rise beyond my fears 
and challenges, grounded on my faith in our Triune God, to boldly declare myself as a 
candidate for leadership in our ecumenical life in the Pacific Churches Family. 

When asked, what is your vision and your mission as moderator ofthe PCC. In answer, I 
state “the Pacific Conference of Churches Vision and Mission + the Direction of God’s 
Greatest Command, are my vision and mission. 

Honourable members ofthe 10 th General Assembly, you have with you my Curriculum 
Vitae, that shows my experiences and background. I have had to respond to many calls in 
my life journey. Most of them, I made difficult decision whether to respond or otherwise. 
However, today, the call to present myself as candidature to the Leadership ofthe Pacific 
Conference of Churches is the most challenging of them all. 

I must acknowledge the encouragement and support ofthe women of this General 
Assembly and leadership of the Diocese of Polynesia and my friends from Tonga, for you 
gave me the determining push to this platform. 

Women and women social issues, children and the vulnerable in society have always been 
close to my heart. I affirm to continue to uphold and strongly petition to “Act justly - stop 
gender-based violence as we strive to deepen spiritually in ecumenism, in our pacific 
communities. I hear the echo plea to do Justice to the unborn child. 

I pledge to do my best in my response to this very important call. I place my trust and faith 
in God for direction and guidance, in you as pilgrims to strengthen each other, as we row 
humbly our respective canoes with our God, in the vast.pacific moana in ONE FAITH, 

ONE GOD AND ONE FAMILY. 

‘OFA ATU. 

(iii) Rev LeatulagiFaalevao 
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Moderator, Madam Deputy Moderator, Acting General Secretariat, Church Leaders, 
delegates to this 10 th Pacific Conference of Churches General Assembly, Sisters and 
Brothers. 

Talofa and Good Day. My name is Leatulagi Faalevao of the Congregational Christian 
Church of American Samoa. I am humbled by the nomination, and am aspired to further 
serve God within our Pacific church realm, given the opportunity to serve in the office of 
MODERATOR of our Pacific Conference of Churches. 

For the past couple of years, I have been privileged to serve our region in the capacity of 
chair for the Council of our Pacific Theological College. 

Over the past 50 plus years, the PCC has impacted our ecclesial environment through its 
witness, ministry and mission. Needless to say, I feel it is also important for us to take a 
moment, to recognize and commend those who have paved the way for us thus far, over 
the past half a century, subsequently bringing us to this point in our journey, hence we 
must continue the work that has begun. We need to pledge our time, skill, and talent, and 
even resources, not only to fulfil the dreams of those that had gathered in Samoa in 1961, 
giving birth to this fine organization, but more importantly, to develop the PCC’s 
involvement in the life of Christ’s Church in every aspect. 

Today, my friends, is a step towards that objective. This assembly marks a new chapter in 
the life of the PCC, and so we pray for God’s leading and guidance. We ask for God’s 
providence upon our Pacific Churches. We only hope to join hand in hand, for it is only by 
collaboration that we can accomplish, along with God’s help, those aspirations we 
commonly share to take the PCC to the next plateau in Christian service. 

I fully believe and whole-heartedly trust God’s calling and leading, and humbly ask for your 
support in vote, as I am committed to serve your best interests in the furtherance of God’s 
work and will within out Pacific region, and abroad. 

May God bless this 10 th PCC General Assembly, may the Spirit of God continue to 
empower our Pacific Churches, and may the Lord’s blessings be upon us all. 

Thank you. 

(iv) Rev Wayne Tekaawa 


The returning Officer reminded the delegates about the Constitution clause 7.4.5.7 which 
states: 


The Returning Officer and the Secretariat will invite the member churches and NCCs to 
nominate names to the Moderator and General Secretary positions and during the election 
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whoever the male or female runner up will be Deputy Moderator. If the Moderator is male 
the Deputy Moderator will be female, and vice versa. 

Therefore, in the light of that clause, the election of Moderator and Deputy Moderator will 
be done together. 

Clarification 

A CEPAC delegate Asela Naisara sought clarification from the Returning Officer on three 
things: 

• How many ballot papers were issued to voting delegates? 

• That the voting be done in a closed forum 

• Some votin 9 delegates are sitting as election officials. How do they exercise their 
power to vote? 

Returning Officer’s comments 

• The ballot Papers that were prepared was 110, the folders given out was 108, as 2 
remained with him. 

® The non-voters had been relegated to the back and that is the best that can be 
done considering the unavailability of space. 

• They will be given the chance to vote. 

Prayer: « 

Archbishop David Vunagi 

Our loving God, who is present here with us . We offer our candidates to lead the PCC in 
the next five years. You already know before we ask, We ask your Holy spirit to guide us 
so that we may choose wisely who to lead our PCC for the next five years.. 

We offer this prayer, upholding the four candidates to you in Jesus name. Amen. 

Clause 7.4.5.7 says If a Male becomes Moderator, Deputy Moderator will be a female and 
no way can we bypass the law. There are 108 voters, 2 remained with the Returning 
Officer - Maximum of 105/106 remained 
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Result of Election: 


Election 

rounds 

Rev Tevita 
Havea 

Rev 

Leatulagi 

Faalevao 

Rev Wayne 
Tekaawa 

Rev Lola 
Koloamatangi 

1 

43 

31 

19 

10 (Stood 
aside) 

2 

46 

43 

14 

(Eliminated) 


3 

53 

48 




There were 3 invalid votes 
The result of the elections was: 

Moderator: Rev Dr Tevita Havea » 

Deputy Moderator: Rev Lola Koloamatangi 

Candidate for the General Secretary position 

Rev Frangois Pihaatae 
Rev Dr Cliff Bird 
Rev Simote Vea 

Official Receiver - welcomed the three candidates for the General Secretary position and 
invited them to introduce themselves. 

Rev Simote Vea and Rev Dr Cliff Bird lost out in the first round. 

Rev Frangois Pihaatae won the election with a good majority and retained the GS position 

Resolution No 85: Moved / seconded to accept the three nominated executive 
members of the PCC. CARRIED 

Prayer was said by the Bishop of Chuuk who blessed the three nominated Executive 
member of the PCC. 


11 th PCC General Assembly Venue 

• The Moderator advised that there were two invitations received to host the next 
Assembly so the delegates needed to decide by Voting. 

1. The Presbyterian Church of Aotearoa, NZ. 

2. The Methodist Church of Fiji and Rotuma. 

The majority opted for New Zealand, to host the 11 th PCC General Assembly. 

Received letters: 


Report of the 10th PCC General Assembly 


40 


3-10, Mar, 2013 Honiara Solomon 




• Rev Tanua Papua gave words of encouragement to the assembly. He sent his 
apologies for not attending as his Visa for the Solomon Islands was not issued. 

• The GS E)iocese of Polynesia - Rev Sereima Lomaloma sent her greetings to the 
meeting. She also thanked the assembly for making arrangements for Father John 
Teana’s body to be flown back to Fiji. 

• The Moderator thanked everyone for their participation in the Election and hoped to 
see everybody in New Zealand during the next Assembly. 

Resolution No 86: Moved / seconded that the 11 th General Assembly be held in 

New Zealand. CARRIED 


The PCC Executive Committee 


The 22 members of the Executive committee are the following: 


Large churches 

4 

wcc 

2 

Medium churches 

2 

NCC 

2 

Small churches 

2 

Moderator 

1 

Women 

1 

Deputy Moderator 

1 

Youth 

1 

PTC 

1 

SPATS 

1 

CEPAC 

1 

Francophone 

1 

General Secretary 

1 

Finance 

1 




Members of thp Executive Committee: Rev. Dr Tevita Havea, Rev Lola Koloamatangi, 
Rev. Frangois Pihaatae, Mrs. Sihna Lawrence, Mr John Doom, Ms Faautu Talapusi, 
Rev. Rusiate Tuidrakulu, Rev. Dr Feleterika Nosike, Rev. Solomone Vakaliwaliwa, Rev 
Amosa Asora, Ms. Naatia Kiteon, Bishop Paul Donaghue, Mrs.Celine Hoiore, Mrs.' Julie 
Chang, Rev. Albert Tokave, Rev. Arthur Pihigia, Rev. Motu Maauga, Bishop David 
Houhou, Mr. Temaia Mackenzie, Rev. Roger Mworeaw, Bishop James Ligo, Rev 
Savinata Moala 


Report of the 10th PCC General Assembly 


41 


3-10, Mar, 2013 Honiara Solomon 




The PCC Executive Committee 


Resolution No 84: Moved / seconded to accept the nominated committee as the 
PCC Executive committee for the next five years. CARRIED 


Day 7 Sunday 10 th March 

Closing Service led by the SICA Chairman. 

I would like to welcome you all in the mighty name of our, Lord Jesus Christ. Prime 
Minister and your good wife, outgoing Moderator, newly elected Moderator and Officers of 
the PCC, I stand on behalf of Archbishop David Vunagi, BishopDavidson Warram to 
welcome you all to this morning’s church service. 

This service marks a long tedious week, with the cyclone passing through the Solomon 
Islands and the rainy weather on top of it all. 

Madam Darcy Lilo, Government delegates, Church Dignitaries, 10 th PCC GA delegates, 
Ecumenical congregation, and choirs in the Cathedrall am sure that all of 4s participated 
well in the Assembly. We met some challenges, andsome ups and downs. We have also 
seen God’s guidance throughout the General Assembly week. 

May the service proceed with God’s love surrounding the Cathedral. God bless us all. 
Bishop Cooper prayed for the congregation. 

Hallelujah, Hallelujah, Hallelujah, Lord God of all, The God who was, who is and who is to 
come. Our God, who has filled the universe with your presence. We the churches of the 
Pacific are not here by mistake. As of now, we will be sailing through unchartered waters. 
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We ask you Lord to bear with us, we acknowledge you power, God of our ancestors God 
of the past. You bring salvation to the hopeless, the marginalised and the weak We 
thank you once again. In Jesus name we pray. 

Induction: New members of the PCC, Executive members, PCC Staff. 


Reading ; Niue rep. Micah 6:6-8 OT and Rep from Tonga - Luke 24; 13 -35 Ny 
Sermon by Most Reverend, Archbishop David Vunagi 

May the words of our mouth and the meditation of our heart, Be acceptable in thy sight Oh 

Our time together has not been easy. We have gone through difficult times and amonqst 
other things, the passing away of Father Jone Teana, We have had organisation " ~ 
problems, late meals, (sometimes not enough), transport have also been late, no water 
and no electricity. There has also been traffic congestion on the road. Adding to that is 
the high humidity, rain and cyclones. I stand here to say: We are sorry. 

Dr Turo and all the others present today echoes the importance of Justice. We must end 
where we started. Micah 6:8. God has shown you and I the discernment to do what is 
right. It is no personal sacrifice and is three folded, (i) Just, (ii) Kind, (iii) walk humblv 
with reverence before your God. y 


There are three compositions - two compositions are horizontal and relate with people 
and walk humbly is vertical and it relates to God. We cannot talk about God if there is no 
love, and respect. People are the image of God. We cannot love God and hate his 

creations. Father Barr was not just telling us to praise and adore the Lord but demand us 
to love. 


IN THE New Testament, the two men walking to Emos were not confined to Jerusalem. 
Jesus walked with the two men, talked and shared the message with them before their 

eyes were opened. We must walk the talk. We must learn to share the bible with others 
We must cause the ripple in the Pacific. 

To the new office bearers, we expect you to be ecumenical people. The new leadership is 
ecumenical in many ways. The PCC is not only ecumenical, but also cultural. Office 

bearers must stand to accept and respect the different tradition of the churches and the 
Fenua. # 

We will be sailing through unchartered waters to arrive in Aotearoa in 2018 and we pray 
for God’s leadership and grace to take us through. To God be the glory. Amen 

The delegates were led by the Vura Parish panpipers to the meeting venue where there 
was exchanging of gifts amongst the Churches of the Pacific. 
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APPENDIX I 


List of Delegates to the Pacific Conference of Churches 

10 th General Assembly 



FIRST NAME 

LAST 

NAME 

CHURCH/ORG 

EMAIL 

PH/FAX/CELL 

1. 

Ms. Tamara 

Sau Filoi 

Diocese of Polynesia 

T amara.filoi83(0>qmail.com 

20485 / 

7786625 

2. 

Rev. Rosalyn 

Nokise 

Diocese of Polynesia 

rcnfiii(S).vahoo.co.nz 

(679)9324458 

m 

Mrs. Lola 

Kolohamat 

angi 

Diocese of Polynesia 


(676)26567 

eh 

Mr. Tomasi 

Canuwale 

CEPAC 


(679) 9051413 

5. 

Fr. John 

Crispin 

CEPAC 

ceDac(®connect.com.fi 

(679) 3300340 

wm 

Mrs. Asela 

Naisara 

CEPAC 

tesdaieanOmmail.com 

(679) 9939297 


Ms. Teamita 

Akama 

CICC 

ierahmita(5).hotmail.com 

(682)51597 

8. 

Philip 

Peanoi 

ELCPNG 


72513677 

9. 

Fr. Tupouniua 

Tutoe 

TNCC 

tuDouniux(S>vahoo.com 


10. 

Rev. Fei 

Taulealeau 

sumai 

Davis 

CWM 

Fei.taulealeausumai(a>cwmission. 

org. 


11. 

Rev. Teoroi 

Teava 

EPM 

t.teoroi(8)hotmail.fr 

(689)275786 

12. 

Manate 

Timeri 

EPM 

timerimanate(5)qmail.com 


13. 

■.. 

Romain 

EPM 


(689)781671 

14. 


Colomba 

EPM 


867826 

mm 

Ms. Emma 

Tufariua 

EPM 

efaua(3)hermon.Df 


16. 

Ms. 

Tevaarauhara 

Iteata 

EPM 



17. 

Mrs. Eugeuie 

Passa 

New Caledonia 


msai 

18. 

Natiki 

Mapuanga 

Protestant 

natikiterai(3>hotmail.fr 


19. 

Ms. Beatrice 

Faua 

EPM 



20. 

Rev. Arthur 

Pihigia 

Ekalesia Kerisiano Niue 

arthur pihiqia(3>niue.nu 


21. 

Rev. Tuikilakila 

Waqairatu 

Methodist Church of 

Fiji & Rotuma 


(679)3311477 
ext. 101 

22. 

Bishop 

Apimeleki 

Qiliho 

Diocese of Polynesia 



23. 

Pastor Kalsakau 

Urtalo 

Presbyterian church of 
Vanuatu 


(678)7774996 

24. 

Pastor Allen 

Nafuki 

Presbyterian Church of 
Vanuatu 


(678)5424912 

25. 

Aiong 

Nippy 

Presbyterian Church of 
Vanuatu 


(678)5903782 

26. 

Moses 

Obed 

Presbyterian Church of 
Vanuatu 


(678)27184 

27. 

Mr. Bowie 
Johnsen 

Kalontas 

Presbyterian Church of 
Vanuatu 


(678) 5390909 

28. 

Archbishop 

Adrian 

Smith 

Catholic church of 
Solomon Islands 

ahonccsi(a)solomon.com.sb 

(677) 12387 

29. 

Ms. Elizabeth 

Surioa 

Catholic church of 
Solomon Islands 


(677) 8447241 

30. 

Mr. Peter 

Houhou 

Catholic Church of 
Solomon Islands 


(677) 8457048 

31. 

Ben Luke 

Malakai Catholic Church of 
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Solomon Islands 



32. 

Mr. Apisaloma 

Toleafoa 

CCC American Samoa 

atoleafoa@hotmail.com 

(684) 7312120 

33. 

Ms. Tanya 

Tiedemann 

CCC Samoa 


(685) 7712479 

34 

Ms. Dorothy 

Bana 

ACOM 


(677) 7626253 

35. 

James 

Ligo 

ACOM Vanuatu 

dovbishop@vanuatu.com.vu 

(678)37065 


36. 

Archbishop 

David 

Vunagi 

ACOM 

mmmam 

(677)21812/ 

7473327 

37. 

Rev. Kinim 

Siloi 

ELC PNG 


(675) 4728087 

38. 

Michael 

Dupia 

ELC PNG 


(675) 71678284 

39. 

Reuben 

Mete 

ELC PNG 


(675) 72522667 


40. 

Albert 

Tokave 

ELC PNG 


4723636 / 
4723711 




■Raviuni 

CCC Samoa 


(685)7267974 

42. 


Onesemo 

CCC Samoa 


(685)7202028 

43. 

Afereti 

luli 

CCC Samoa 


(685) 42298 

44. 

Mrs. Lorina 

Tevi 

Methodist Church of Fiji 
& Rotuma 


(679) 3398677 

45. 

Mrs. Marama 

Sovaki 

Methodist Church of Fiji 
& Rotuma 


(679) 3381387 

46. 

Mrs. Suliana 

Siwatibau 

Methodist Church of Fiji 
& Rotuma 

siwatibau@connect.com fi 



47. 

Fr. Kevin 

Barr 

Catholic Church of Fiji 


' (679) 9187107 

48. 

Mrs. Celine 

Hoiore 

EPM ^ 


(689) 460697 

49. 


Mataio 

CICC 

ciccas@ovster.net.ck 

^26547 

50. 

Rev. Tereora 

Tereora 

CICC 


2600 

51. 

Tekura 

T ereora 

CICC 


54562 

52. 

Pastor Bender 

Enicar 

UCCP 

benderenicar@amail.com 

(691)3202271 

53. 

Rev. Maauga 

Motu 

Samoa Council of 
Churches 

maauaa@lesamoa.net 

(685) 24343 


54. 

Rev. Savinata 

Moala 

FWCT 

savim@hotmail.com 

(676) 25106 

55. 

Kasiano 

Leaupepe 

Samoa Council of 
Churches 


(685)24343 

56. 

Mrs. Sihna 

Lawrence 

UCCP 

sihnal@fsmdb.fm 

0:6913202840 

H:6913206776 

M: 691 920114 

57. 

Rev. Wayne 

Tekaawa 

Presbyterian Church of 
Aoteroa 

wtekaawal @xtra.co.nz 



58. 

Dr Helen 

Papuni 

Presbyterian Church of 
Aoteroa 




59. 

Rev. Ere 

Talangi- 

Ikitoelagi 

Presbyterian Church of 
Aoteroa - PI Synod 

eretalaai@xtra.co.nz 

(09) 4165584 

M:0210289137 


60. 

Ms. Marina 

Rihipei 

Presbyterian Church of 
Aoteroa - PI Synod 



61. 

Rev. Frangois 

Pihaatae 

PCC 

pihaatae@pcc. ora.fi 

3311277/ 

3302332 


62. 

Rev. loane 

Evagelia 

CCCAS 

ieraaelia@vahoo.com 

(684)7331191 

63. 

Mr. Maurice 

Erasito 

Bible Society 

merasito(5)bible.ora.fj 


64. 

Mr. Apenisa 

Lewatoro 

Bible Society 

alewator@bible.ora.fi 


65. 

Rev. Dr Cliff 

Bird 

PTC 

cbird@otc.ac.fi 


66. 

Rev. Solomone 

Vakaliwaliw 

a 

Methodist Church of Fiji 
& Rotuma 



67. 

Rev. Viliame 

Fatiaki 

Methodist Church of Fiji 

Box 862, Suva. 

3313952/ 
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& Rotuma 


9400733 / 
3303805 

68. 

Rev. Immanual 

Reuben 

Methodist Church of Fiji 
& Rotuma 



69. 

Mr. Samuela 

Savali 

Methodist Church of Fiji 
& Rotuma 



70. 

Ms. Mareta 

Ford 

Presbyterian Church of 
Aoteroa - PI Synod 



71. 

Rev. Asora 

Amosa 


ahamosa(3)clear.net.nz 


72. 

Rev. Dr 

Feleterika 

Nokise 

Pacific Theological 
College 

. .1 'ITIITIIM^^— 


73. 

Rev. Dr Tevita 

Havea 

FWCT 



74. 

Mr. Livai 

Tuisaraver 

e 

Methodist Church of Fiji 
& Rotuma 



75. 

Ms. Ulla 

Kroog 

BFTW 



76. 

Rev. Martin 

Kreig 

EED 

IdiiliWJIJ.If. Ml 11 1 1 1 

Phone: +49 40 
254 56-177 

Fax: + 49 40 

254 56 - 476 

77. 

Ms. Trudi 


BFTW 



78. 

Dr Rodney 

Dean 

Uniting Church in 
Australia 


61 2 8850 4871 

79. 

Mr. Bruce 

Mullan 

Uniting Church in 
Australia 









80. 

Rev. Dr Kerry 

Enright 

Uniting Church in 
Australia 


Phone: +61 2 
8267 4219 | 

Mob: 0408 231 
611 

Fax: +61 

2 9262 7936 

81. 

Mrs. Ilisapeci 

Lisa 

Meo 

Uniting Church in 
Australia 



82. 

Rev. Jeffery 

Garrawurra 

Uniting Church in 
Australia 

ft ji-hTurt* ifftfSTg &it feU 


83. 

Ms. Sally 

Djulunga 

Uniting Church in 
Australia 



84. 

Rev. Tafue 

Lusama 

EKT 

IjKfckM lillll 


85. 

Mr. Maina 

Talia 

EKT 



86. 

Rev. Semisi 

Nimo 

EKT 



87. 

Ms. Cyrilline 

Bani 

Presbyterian Church of 
Vanuatu 



88. 

Deaconess 

Salanieta 

Naucabala 

vu 

Methodist Church of Fiji 
& Rotuma 



89. 

Mr. John 

Doom 

WCC 

iohndoomOmail.Df 


90. 

Mr. James 

Funa 

SICA 



91. 

Bishop Paul 

Donoghue 

CEPAC 

sbish(2>ovster.net.ck 


92. 

Mr. Peni 

Tawake 

PLP 
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93. 

Rev. Temaia 

Mackenzie 

KPC 



94. 

Ms. Nasa 


KPC 



95. 

Ms. Slavka 
Pocahontas 

Menke 

Nauru Congregational 
Church 



96. 

Reverend 

Dennet Roger 

Mwareow 

Nauru Congregational 
Church 

rmwareowrtJ) vahoo.com .au 


97. 

Rev. Oika 

Gabutu 

ELC PNG 

qabutu(S)upna.ora.Da 


98. 

Mr. Jaap 

Schep 

Consultant 

ikscheo(S)amail.com 


99. 

Mr. Eckart 

Garbe 

Consultant 

Eckart.Garbe(5)hambura de 

100 

Rev. Dr Traugott 

Farnbacher 


traugott.farnbacherrS)mission- 

einewelt.de 

101 

Mrs. Ana 

Potogi 

Methodist Church of 
Samoa 




<5 
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APPENDIX II 


Reports of the 10 th General Assembly 

1 Report of the Moderator 

Bishop Apimeleki Qiliho 


INTRODUCTION 

I am very conscious of the fact that this report has gone through a long process in its 
preparation. But what makes me rejoice is the fact that this is what I consider the result of 
my ecumenical journey from the holy ground of Kanana Fo’ou Theological College 
American Samoa to this holy ground here at St Andrews Cathedral Honiara in the 
Solomon Islands. This report is in 10 parts. 

Greetings!! 

Churches in the Solomon Islands: “Nl SA BULA VINAKA” to you all my sisters and 
brothers in Christ and especially to you all our sisters and brothers in the Solomon Islands. 
To the Chairperson of the Solomon National Council of Churches and the Leaders of the 
member Churches ni sa bula vinaka , and the people of God you call to serve greetings to 
you all. 

Today we celebrate that God through His Church has called this assembly to meet here 
because of His Mission through the ecumenical movement of which we are members. Our 
special greetings go to all God’s people in the Santa Cruz province. Your sisters and 
brothers were praying for you and continued to pray for God’s strength, peace and love to 
be upon you and make you strong to face with Him the forces that challenge the Pacific. 
We extend our invitation to delegates of the 10 th PCC General Assembly to contribute in 
kind to those that have gone through a lot of difficulties in Santa Cruz. 

I am so happy to stand here in the name of God who gifted to us this journey to convey to 
you member churches here in the Solomon Islands, the greetings, the joy and the prayers 
of all PCC Member churches representing the body of Christ in Oceania and beyond. We 
are here to be with you, to worship, sing and pray with you, to hear, to learn and share 
together with you, to laugh and enjoying with you and to think our future mission journey 
together. 

PCC Member Churchesf To our Christian sisters and brothers throughout Oceania and 
beyond “Nl SA BULA VINAKA” and warm Christian greetings to each one of you. I am 
very humble and rejoice to greet you all our Church leaders who are here leading our 
respective church delegation to this 10 th Assembly and in particular those of you who 
newly elected leaders. I also recognize the presence of your good ladies. Please may I 
invite you and your good ladies to stand. Let us welcome and congratulate them. 

To you our ecumenical champion members of the body of Christ I warmly greet you. To all 
our new member delegates, I warmly welcome you and congratulate you for continuing 
this journey, which Christ prayed for. We welcome and leave you with the words of St. 
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Paul urging us to, “keep the unity of the Spirit through the bond of peace" because “there 
is one body and one Spirit... one Lord, one faith, one baptism” (Eph. 4: 3-5). 

Please continuing members from member Churches be up standing and welcome the new 
members. Thank you please be seated. 

ln terndtion3l Partners, Rogio n dl Pdrtners, snd Observcrsi O ur partners, regional bodies 
and institutions please stand, and those who are here as observers, locals and those from 
abroad please do stand up. I take this special moment to greet and welcome you. You are 
here because you are part of Christ’s body and you believe in the prayer of Jesus as he 
prayed for us his followers “may be one, Father, just as you are in me and I am in you. 

May they also be in us so that the world may believe that you have sent me” (John. 17- 


P.QQ dnd Local Support Staff: The Acting General Secretary, the Animators and supporting 
Staff of the PCC please, could you kindly make your way in front. To all our local 
supporting staff if you are free at this moment please do come forward. Members of the 
Assembly I have a great honour to introduce to you members of the PCC Secretariat and 
our local supporting staff who will take care of us during this week of meeting. 

Those who have died: It is very sad but also a great joy and thanksgiving to bring to mind 
again some of our great ecumenical champions in Oceania and beyond whom have been 
called above to Eternal Rest since Kanana Fo’ou, 2007. Today we give thanks to God also 
for the life and ministry of our brother Fr. Jone Teana called above a few days ago We 
remember their families and loved ones that God’s peace be upon them. 

• Rev Si °na Motualala of the Free Wesleyan Church in Tonga. He was Secretarv for 

PTC in 1.986- 1991. y 

• Rev p ita Micea of the United Church of PNG. He was in WCC Committee. 

Those who died in the natural disasters here in Oceania and around the world: those who 
have lost their lives and livelihoods in the tsunamis in Samoa, Tonga and recently here in 
the Solomon Islands, in the cyclones and floods in Fiji, Maohi Nui, Cook Islands and 
Kanaky/ New Caledonia. 

Let us all stand and remain silence and offer our personal thanksgiving to God for the 
Hope of eternal life. 

Concluding Prayer. Go forth from this world: in the love of God the Father who created 
you, in the mercy of Jesus Christ who redeemed you, in the power of the Holy Spirit who 

strengthens you. In communion with the faithful, may you rest in His eternal peace 
AMEN. 

The mission of God’s Church throughout the world: 

Let us celebrate with God the work of His Ecumenical Movements throughout the world. 

We remember the WCC as they prepare the coming Assembly in South Korea We also 
remember other International, Regional and national ecumenical bodies. 

We pray for the Roman Catholic Church worldwide in particular this time as they discern to 
choose the new Pope. 
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1- BACKGROUND 

There were strong feelings that push me beyond my ecumenical comfort zone to ask this 
basic question, 11 Why member churches including my Church and member NCCs’ are no 
longer interested to pay our annual contributions to the PCC and likewise to PTC?" 

Beyond this question lies this fundamental question that I continue to struggle with in the 
last ten years, “Do we still understand the goal of the ecumenical movement at the present 
time?” It was here that I started to look beyond the usual way of our ecumenical journey. 
The Bishop and Primate of the Anglican Church of the Diocese of Polynesia, the Most 
Revd Dr Winston Halapua reminded me last year to take my sabbatical leave that was due 
in 2010. In our discussion there were certain sabbatical study topics came out of our 
talanoa. One prominent topic we discussed was a new Pacific understanding of 
ecumenism. I was very happy with this topic because it captures what I was looking for. 

We also thought this could be a parting gift to this Assembly for our next 5 years 
ecumenical journey. c > 

However, I like to confess about the prayer of Jesus in the Gospel of John 17: 21, "I pray 
that they may all be one. Father! May they be in us. just as you are in me and I am in 
you . May they be one, so that the world may believe that you sent me. ” [Good News Bible]. 
In that prayer Jesus prays that all those who come to believe in Him ‘may be one’. Such 
unity is rooted in the life of God: ‘as you, Father, are in me and I am in you, may they also 
be in us’. I was privileged to be part of our ecumenical journey that has helped me in my 
own Christian faith formation. The spirit of Ecumenism empowers me to serve outside the 
comfort of my denomination, the Anglican Church. 

This personal experience helped me to take the discussion with the Archbishop very 
seriously. 

I have been part of the life and work of the PCC for over fifteen years. I thank God that the 
ecumenical work continued to move forward but somehow there were challenges started 
to affect our ecumenical life and journey. I believe the main challenge facing us was our 
ecumenical mandate. I did put forward the suggestion after the last Assembly that the PCC 
needed an ecumenical spirituality’ but after that a Theologian suggested we need ‘a 
Pacific ecumenical theology’ that should clearly reaffirm our ecumenical mandate. But the 
sign was on the wall to warn that the spirit of ecumenism is weakening among us. The 
question about the lack of interest to pay our contributions is a symptom to this weakening 
in our ecumenical mandate. Both, the PCC and PTC are facing similar challenges 
although at different scales. Another symptom was the decision we made towards future 
sustainability of the PCC did not materialize. I leave other comments to you but I 
personally believe this is the time to revisit after fifty years our mandate and the new 
direction we will take. With these and other challenges facing the PCC I was happy to take 
the sabbatical study leave to search for a new Pacific understanding of ecumenism that is 
sustainable. 

I was influenced by the work of St. Paul during his ministry, when he was urging the 
Church to “keep the unity of the Spirit through the bond of peace, because there is one 
body and one Spirit... one Lord, one faith and one baptism” [Eph. 4: 3-5]. The early 
Church continued to live and work on that mandate through the power of the Holy Spirit 
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leadership of Paul and the Apostles. I will come back to continue some thoughts i learned 
during mv search. 


2. FROM KANANA FO’OU 2007 

But first I am glad to bring you the overviews of our ecumenical journey since our last 
general assembly. To refresh our memory, please try to answer these questions What 
year, month and days of the 9 th assembly? Name the country, the name of the Church 
and the name of their holy place they graciously offered to host the 9 th assembly? The’ 
other 3 questions are: Please name the President of the Church that hosted us that year; 
the Church General Secretary? And who was the NCC General Secretary? The theme of 
the last Assembly was “Atua, Empower us to be liberating communities.” 

In every Assembly the PCC family is always grateful to our sister Churches for hosting us 
with a true Pacific Islands Christian generosity. And always fed us and reminded the 
General Assembly that our ecumenical journey will continue. It is Christ’s journey to the 
whole inhabited world/earth -Oikoumene. 

As Moderator I viewed our journey in the last five years both a success and challenges. 
We have done well in the last five years. I listed down below some of successful stories in 
the last 5 years. I am sure many of us in this assembly will also have other news of our 
work in the past 5 years. 


The Assembly made decisions in Kanana Fo’ou. These decisions were discussed through 
a process and planned into programs. These were implemented by the Secretariat, at 
times, with minimum and limited resources - both personnel and finance. My only humble 
request to the Assembly please, listens very carefully to the various reports; consider them 
carefully and honestly in the light of our commitment as the Body of Christ, called to this 
ecumenical journey. The following are some of our stories to celebrate in the last 5 years 
since Kanana Fo’ou: 

^ Many of pur Churches have moved to a much more open position on ecumenical 
relations. 

► Ecumenical training and workshops continue to inform and helped to build a more 
loving and caring spirit among our different church members who attended these 
events. 

► Through the contributions of theological education (PTC and PRS), theological 
discussions and reflections increased our understanding and openness among our 
member churches. 

► No existing member church of the PCC resigned from being a member in the last 
five years. 

► There are new members seeking for PCC membership. 

► Single memberships from large member Churches are being considered. This is an 
unbelievable story of our journey together. 

► We developed an ecumenical relationship through our different Pacific Island 
cultural spirit. It is beautiful, awesome, and enriching of our Pacific ecumenical 
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context such seen in Malua Theological College at the 50 th anniversary celebration 
in 2011. 

► 

I suggest we pause for a minute and thank God for equipping us to achieve all these to His 
Glory. I thank all our member churches and their leaders past and present for your faith, 
hard work, and contributions in many ways. Let us offer our personal thanksgiving to 
GOD. 

3. OUR CHALLENGES 

To thoroughly enjoy our successful stories we need to look closely at our non-achievable 
targets. 1 have mentioned some in this report under sub-heading two. I invited us to listen 
carefully and take notes in particular during the Office of the General Secretary’s Report 
the Program Report and the Finance and Property Report. These challenges needs to be 
carefully identified, evaluated in line with our mandate and make a collective decision. 

4. EVALUATION 

Evaluation of the PCC as it enters another 5 years must be positive. Looking back in the 
past years we have experienced large areas where mission and service to Oceania have 
been achieved, but we need to look carefully on the effectiveness of our mission and 
service. The question we need to ask is whether our mission and service are effective and 
sustainable in our Oceania context. We need to receive and own (the Churches) our 
ecumenical work, so that it affects faith and life in such a way that the oneness of the 
Church can be more visible? 

Three things I suggest we need to be aware of as a Church when we deal with evaluation 
such as this. Firstly, this is God’s work. The work is rooted in the life of God: ‘as you, 
Father, are in me and I am in you, may they also be in us’ (Jn.17: 21). Secondly, as we 
are Christ’s Body our task is to clearly identify our weaknesses and offer those as 
shortcomings and humbly seeking His forgiveness. And thirdly, as a Body we make 
amends by raising up ourselves in line with Our Lord’s expectation to continue His mission 
in Oceania and beyond. Evaluation also brings successful results or stories. Let’s 
celebrate those by give thanks to God who gifted this ecumenism to us. We rejoice and 
congratulate ourselves as the Body of Christ. 

5. EMERGING ISSUES 

$ 

It is very important that in the evaluation of this kind we consider also what has emerging 
during our journey. As Moderator and a person who is passionate about ecumenism I 
always look over the horizon for issues that are always there and not going away. These 
are some that I have watched and observed being there but unable to move away: 

► Goal: I picked this earlier in my report about why we are not interested to pay our 
contribution any more. We need to be clear with our ecumenical goal again. If our 
membership will increase it will put more challenge again into our commitments. 
The way forward is to make sure our one central goal must be clear. 
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► Council of Churches: The emerging roles of the Councils of Churches will be a 
major issue in the future. Questions like are such councils only the servants of their 
member churches? Do the councils have a prophetic role to confront the churches? 
Do such councils have an emerging ecclesial character? I reckon such questions 
will influence the future cause of the ecumenical movement such as our PCC. 

► other Churches: Evangelical, Charismatic (Charismatic Movement), and 
Pentecostal churches have until now distant themselves from the ecumenical 
movement. To be true to itself and its goal, the PCC must find ways that these 
churches can, with integrity, become involved in the ecumenical movement. This 
task is all the more urgent in that many of these churches are the fastest growing 
Christian communities. 

> Unresolved Issues: There are unresolved issues facing our ecumenical movement. 
Some of these are of a social or ethical nature, for example, human sexuality, same 
sex marriage, and others are theological, for example, the ordination of women. The 
PCC may need to be aware of these issues because of our ecumenical nature. 

* Future Generation Ecumenical Leaders: The formation of our next generation of 
ecumenical leaders in the Oceania will be a key factor for the future of the PCC. 

The generation of leaders who started the PCC in the 1960s through the 1990s is 
passing. Whether our Oceania has done enough to encourage a new generation to 
understand the importance and urgency of the ecumenical vision remains an open 
question. This is a challenge to all our member churches. The commitment of new 
leadership in all our member churches should become a priority also to the future of 
ecumenism. Will the leaders of the next generation be ecumenically active? Or will 
they be largely preoccupied with the matters and issues of their own churches? 

> Our Annual contributions: This may not be urgent and important any more because 
we are now looking at the cause in this Assembly. I feel in my ecumenical spirit that 
this probably needs our ecumenical spirit of understanding and care. I observed 
that at some point in our deliberations on financial matters we started to separate 
ourselves of what we have. These I believe will continue to challenge us as the 
body of Christ until we are clear with our ecumenical goal. Or find a common 
ground that may work both ways. 

6. WAY FORWARD 

I will now continue from the end of Part 2 The Background’ where I tried to explain why my 
sabbatical study leave was important and timely. 

In my readings and observation I came across a number of materials and contributions 
from well-known writers towards the meaning and how ‘Ecumenism’ is to be lived through 
our Christian life. It was really exciting to try in that short time to live through their 

ecumenical experiences and to try and see through their ecumenical spirit. I was excited 
to feel their way of life. 

Vinaka for the great work. I would like to offer my sincere gratitude to the sons and 
daughters of Oceania who have in their ecumenical faith journey made so much impact on 
our understanding of Ecumenism. Some of you are present here today. Their names are 
numerous and their contributions are enormous indeed. I am so humble indeed to learn 
from their ecumenical experiences. 
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I full of joy to recognize the enormous and rich contributions of others through their 
ecumenical zeal continued to walk the truth about ecumenism. From early ecumenism, the 
theological basis for Christian unity is rooted in our Lord Jesus Christ who prayed for his 
followers “may be one, Father, just you are in me and I am in you. May they also be in us 
so that the world may believe that you have sentme.” Contributions also include the 
Churches interpretations on ecumenism. All these in depth and inspiring contributions are 
somehow slowly heading towards the overall goal of ecumenism - “ the communion of all 
who believe in Jesus Christ that is, the unity of Christians.” 

Oceania needs Christ . The search for a new way that is sustainable arises from my 
experience of what is happening in our island homes and communities in our Oceania 
region. Around us, we are witnessing the great powers that are now operating in our 
peaceful Pacific Ocean today. These fierce forces are increasing and continue to hurt our 
life and our Pacific cultures. Their presences are felt and bring divisions among our 
people. They are making their presence within our homes among us. HIV and AIDS is a 
good example that affects our own people both in terms of those who are infected with the 
disease and those challenged to make room for compassion. Yet, HIV and AIDS is a 
symptom of a deep moral issue: we seemed to be confused on whether human sexuality is 
God’s gift to us and, hence, ought to be treated as such, what its rightful purpose. 

The rise of poverty and social exclusion is another one, and so as the changing nature of 
families. This assembly needs to name these great forces and come out with how we can 
engage with them. The PCC in the past 5 years has identified and engaged with some of 
these powers for some time. Glimpses of these can be seen in our PCC program report. 
We need to read and listen carefully to the report and to discern together for a better way 
forward. I believe the PCC needs more ‘energy’ to be effective in its future engagements. 

Other service providers. We at the PCC also recognized that there are service providers 
beside the PCC who are providing professional service around the Pacific. We thank our 
various Pacific Governments in welcome and support their professional services. The PCC 
has been working together with some of these providers for some years around the 
Pacific. I am thankful that the PCC is using the knowledge and professionalism of these 
providers. But I still like us to be clear on whom we represent when we providing 
assistance and the expectation. That will tell us the difference between the PCC and other 
providers. The difference is that the PCC assistance is based on a holistic approach, 
context based and sustainable in nature. 

Christ is the beginning . I invite us to keep our focus on Jesus Christ our Lord. He was in 
the Pacific before the constitutional birth of the PCC in Lifou, Kanaky/New Caledonia in 
1966. He was already Lord over the Pacific Ocean. In the Book of Genesis 1: 10 we 
witness this truth, “God called the dry ground ‘land’, and the gathered waters He called 
‘seas’. And God saw that it was good. ” Also in Chapter 1 and at the end of verse 2, the 
Spirit of God moves over the waters. God reaffirms His presence and ownership over His 
creation and everything in it. This is the truth we need to believe. 

This truth is indeed captured again in our Lord’s Prayer in John. 17: 21. His prayer is that 
all those who come to believe in him ‘ may be one / Our faith in Him makes us ‘one.’ And 
our oneness is rooted in the life of God: ‘as you, Father, are in me and I in you, may they 
also be in us.’ When we speak of the Pacific Conference of Churches we speak about 
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member churches that are journey together because they are rooted in the life of God. So 
the life and work of the PCC before, now and the future will always be centred in the life of 
the Triune God, the source of unity. 

Christ was present. I invite us to recall our past ecumenical journey before we move into 
considering the future. We have been together as a Pacific family of churches in this 
region of the world for the last 50 years. We celebrated our ecumenical journey last year in 
Malua, Samoa in a real Pacific spirit. The PCC again would like to say FAFETAI LAVA and 
VINAKA VAKALEVU, to all God’s people in Samoa for allowing that to happen May God 
the source of unity continue to bless you all. 

Our ecumenical journey towards visible unity started with the formation Period between 
1961 and 1965. When in Malua, Samoa from the 22 nd of April to May 4 th in 1961 the 
Mission Boards from overseas and churches in the islands met and began to discern, 
reflect and envisioned various ways to act and study together. Perhaps, then, it was not 
surprising that tbe report of that meeting in 1961 in Malua carried the title - 'Beyond the 

Reef: It was believed that the churches were to move together into the unchartered seas 
of the future. 

The following stories took place since 1961 in Malua: 

> The Theological Education Consultation held in Suva in April 1961 

> The launch of the Pacific Journal of Theology in December 1961 

^ The Pacific Islands Christian Education Curriculum Consultation held in Suva in 
1963 

> The early ecumenical pioneers and their formation of leaders like Vavae Toma, 

Amanake Havea, Masiofo Fetaui Mataafa, Setareki Tuilovoni, Leslie Boseto and 
Philimon Riti. 

> The establishment of the South Pacific Association of Theological Schools (SPATS) 
in 1969 

* The 1 st assembly of the PCC in Lifou, Kanaky/New Caledonia in May 25 th - June 7 th 
1966. 

^ ^ ^h£ 1 assembly, the birth of the PCC was marked with the unanimous 
agreement on the draft Constitution on May 27 th , hence began the common journey 
into visible unity. 

* The 2 nd assembly in Davuilevu, Fiji in 1971 with the theme: “God’s purpose for His 
People.” 

y The 3 rd assembly in Port Moresby, PNG in 1976 with the theme: “God's mission in a 
changing Pacific Society.” 

> The 4 th assembly in Nukualofa, Tonga in 1981 with the theme: “The challenges of 
the eighties and the mission of the church.” 

> The 5 assembly in Apia, Samoa in 1986 on the theme: “Confessing Jesus Christ in 
the Pacific.” 

> The 6" 1 assembly in Mele, Vanuatu in 1991 on the theme: “Proclaiming the livinq 
Hope.” 
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► The 7 th assembly in Arue, Tahiti in 1997 on the theme: “Proclaiming the living hope 
of the Fenua.” 

► The 8 th assembly in Rarotonga, Cook Islands in 2002 with the theme: “Holy Spirit 
weaves us together in your Peace.” 

► The 9 th assembly in Pago Pago, American Samoa, in 2007 with the theme: “Atua, 
Empower us to be liberating Communities”. 


Let us praise God that during its existence, the PCC has been a visible sign of God’s unity 
among the churches in the Pacific. As an ecumenical body with limited resources, it has 
been in a true sense faithful to its mandate as written in the Constitution. If we look very 
closely since Malua in 1961 to Kanana Fo’ou in 2007, we can really tell the way in which 
we have been operating as churches has been “our close working together of member 
churches/’ Our one aim in our working together “is to promote and encourage the visible 
unity of all the member churches. ” 

Christ under attack. In my introduction to this part of the report I clearly said, that there are 
great forces operating around us in the seas of Oceania today. They are great threat to 
our Pacific life and culture. This Assembly need to name these great powers, expose and 
challenge them. 

The Pacific Church Leaders meeting in Piula Theological College in 2011 already 
identified some of these great forces that are already working in the Pacific today. A report 
of the meeting entitled: "Beyond the reef of Piula” was made available after the meeting 
and which you will find annexed to the program report. What I have reminded us above 
suggests that we need to search for a new way that is sustainable to help us continue our 
ecumenical mission to our Pacific and beyond. 

a* 

Christ still with Oceania. The Pacific Conference of Churches is a body rooted in the life of 
God the source of unity and He empowers His Body for the mission in the Pacific and 
beyond. In other words, the PCC is highly capable to take care of Oceania. Let us act 
together with the discerning spirit to understand the heart and will of God in the Pacific 
today. And to take into our hearts today the words of Micah, ‘ act justly, love mercy and 
walk humbly with your God’. 

Christ at the centre . We have the power of Christ to name, expose and challenge the great 
powers that are present around us in the Pacific. Leadership at all levels in our 
communities in the islands must be sufficiently equipped to be able to name the rebellious 
powers that are at work. For this to happen, they must be well informed with what is 
happening out there. I couldn’t agree more that governance and leadership are pivotal to 
the cultivation and maintenance of a sustainable ecumenism in the Pacific right now. The 
fact of our situation today in the region is that it is marked by fragmentation, exclusion and 
despair. This is the break-up of the old and the absence of the right word and right people 
to organize the new, for meaningful direction and action. The politicians are very slow in 
helping our people discern their way forward. In some islands traditional leaders become 
spectators in the game. If our people are not helped to negotiate their way through the 
social changes that are happening at a rapid pace in our islands, violence, conflict, social 
exclusion and despair will be the indelible reality for our people in this new century. 
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The suggestion about a new way of ecumenical sustainability was based on my reflection 
on a key aim in our constitution. I will briefly share these on what ought to be our task in 
this new century. 

Call to realign . Objective 5.1 of our constitution states “to encourage and promote a 
spirit of ecumenism among the churches in the Pacific.” For the PCC to fulfil this it 
requires formation programs in terms of training on the history, vision and goals of the 
ecumenical movement in the Pacific. It will also require the visitations by the assembly 
officers to the churches during their assemblies to share and inform the members. The 
churches in Tonga established a "Church leaders Forum" on social concerns and 
recently in Fiji; there have a series of dialogue sessions among the church leaders on faith 
matters. These are already examples of ecumenical renewals happening at the national 
level. 

There are other ways. The task for the PCC is to lend its support to such forums. Of 
course, some have national councils of churches but are involved in programs delivery and 
institutional relations. To a certain degree, coordination and institutional relations are vital. 
Flowever, these should not take away the central focus of councils of churches that is to 
provide a vibrant space for dialogue on matters of faith and joint action together on matters 
of specific concern or prophetic witness. These, more than anything else, promote the 
spirit of ecumenism among the member churches. They also provide the “visible unity” that 
ecumenism seeks to realize. Is the prayer of Jesus about the unity of faith or unity of 
purpose? It is worth asking us this question. The following are two ways to realizing this. 

* First > 1 believe we need a regional program on ecumenical renewal that draws from 
the lessons of the past and the realities of the present in so far as ecumenical 
relations are concern. The target here would be the youth and women, and other 
members of the church. The experience of the youth and the ecumenical pioneers 
at their encounter workshop in 2010 was very hopeful. Their statement which is 
annexed to the program report, is worth discussing. I will cite an affirmation and a 
few of the recommendations, which I believe are visionary, to strengthen the point 
about the need for an ecumenical renewal program. 

° “ We affirm that the vision of wholeness, peace, reconciliation, sufficiency and 
catholicity is central to our vocation to build the ONE HOUSEHOLD OF GOD 
in Oceania. This vision, which inspired the founders and pioneers of the 
ecumenical movement in Oceania, speaks to us and provides us with a clear 
moral direction in our discernment and actions on the issues we are facina 
today.” y 

o “We call upon our Churches to rediscover the shared spirituality of the ONE 
HOUSEHOLD OF GOD founded upon the breaking of the bread, prayer and 
in our fellowship, and in our witnessing together in common action on the 
pressing issues facing our people and communities in Oceania.” 


3 

Catholicity of the church has to do with the universal chinch. Chinch or ecclesia is used in the New Testament to refer 
to the local and regional dimensions of the one church universal. 
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o “We call upon our Churches to recognise that the mission field of the church 
is the context and situation in our respective island countries as well as the 
ONE HOUSEHOLD OF GOD in Oceania. In that regard, we further call our 
Churches to deeply appreciate the Gospel imperative that the church must 
be involved in the world and its affairs .” 

o “We call upon our Churches to develop and nurture a spirituality of social 
justice, one that is based on the vision we hold and on the challenge of the 
Prophet Micah (6:8): This is what Yahweh asks of you: only this, to act justly, 
to love tenderly and to walk humbly with your God”’. 

o Two of the action points include: 

■ “Develop an accompaniment program for political leaders in Oceania, 
thus giving visible expression to our shared belief that in the ONE 
HOUSEHOLD OF GOD, no one is excluded;” 

■ “Take leadership in redefining development and what it means in view 
of the fact that poverty, economic injustices , violence in its various 
forms, and incidences of corruption and bad governance are 
increasing in our island countries;” 


Youth contributions as Baptized. It seems to me that the vision of the young is not 
one of unity of faith but one of purpose. The young people placed a lot of 
importance on diversity, called for a spirituality of social justice, accompaniment of 
political leaders and leadership over development trends in the region. It is really 
amazing that the young people articulated these even before I begin to reflect on 
the challenges and responses to the great forces. I could not have said it better. 

The young people’s statement captures the crux of what I wish to propose as the 
new way of ecumenical relations. 

The young people are calling us to recapture the spirit of ecumenical relations that 
mark the life and relations of the early pioneers in their witness to social and moral 
concerns in the late 60s, 70s and 80s. That is the second dimension that we have 
neglected since the 90s to today. In the midst of confusion and despair, our visible 
acts of unity on social justice and prophetic witness give hope and a sense of 
direction to our people. 

Revisit the source of energy. Our vision must embrace the possibility that the prayer 
of Jesus our Lord includes our “visible unity” on matters of moral and social 
concern, besides dialogue on matters of denominational faith. Relations between 
ecumenical institutions such as between the PCC, PTC and SPATS, are necessary 
with regards to the institutional “unity” of the ecumenical movement in the Pacific. 
But that is only a part of what we are called to preach, teach and act as an 
ecumenical family today. Far more important, in my view, is our “visible unity” in 
prophetic and common witness on the social and moral concerns of our people. 
That is the ecumenical sustainability that I alluded to above and which will carry us 
into the future. 
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^ D° n L forQet the P3st. Secondly, I believe there is a need of a form of commissions 
at the national and regional levels on mission and theology. If we are willing to 
make this move, it will be of great benefit for our churches and for our island 
communities as well. Much has been written over the years on contextual theology 
I will cite three examples: the late Rev. Dr Amanaki Havea on Coconut Theology, 
the late Rev. Leslie Boseto on the Grassroots Theology and Archbishop Winston 
Halapua on Moana Theology. There have been consultations on contextual 
theology in the 80s and 90s. No doubt, there are a lot of material and intellectual 
resources available from our own Pacific theologians and academics of other 
disciplines that will help us in this new century and in our response to the great 
forces in our midst. 


► Need a new innovation . However, there has never been an attempt to develop a 
body of teachings, from our various Christian traditions, on the moral and social 
issues facing our people today. For example, what should be our ecumenical 
response to the challenges on the dignity and purpose of marriage, the dignity and 
purpose of family or of human sexuality? Or on issues such as poverty, inequality, 
gender injustice, human rights, climate change, corruption and bad governance, 
denial of human freedom and self-governance? It is for this reason that I wish to 
highlight the following: 

o the formation of a regional Commission on Mission and Theology, as a result 
of the Viwa Mission Conference was timely. This assembly needs to 
recognize this. Perhaps one of their important tasks is to develop a body of 
teachings on the pertinent issues facing our people. I believe a proposal is 
being prepared on the membership and key tasks for the ecumenism 
commission to discuss at this assembly. However, its processes for 
research, feedback and discussing need to be clear. 

o the creation of a network of professionals among our people - doctors, 
academics, teachers, traditional leaders, business and politicians - that can 
be called for inputs at our various meetings and who can be available to help 
the ecumenical movement in case of emergencies, peace negotiations and 
dialogue and advocacy work. The idea is that ecumenism today is no longer 
limited to church leaders, who are involved in dialogue on matters of faith but 
also includes our own ordinary members in pews who has something 
valuable to contribute. Space must be provided for them. 

* How can this Assembly pull these together? I like us first the whole people of God 
to have an innovative minds. I call for this because of what I have been observing. 
God needs His servants (disciples) who are faithful and spiritually innovative. 
Secondly, our task is always to bring holistic life to God’s oikos. In St Paul’s work 
as a servant of the Church he say something like this, “ So we preach Christ to 
everyone. With all possible wisdom we warn and teach them in order to bring each 
one into God’s presence as a mature individual in union with Christ”. That is our 
task as the whole people of God. 
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Therefore, I suggest that the whole people of God are called together to a joint 
response to challenges the present-day Oceania. 

How to do this? 

1) Regional Institutions - PTC and SPATS to prepare theological and mission 
truths for empowerment 

2) Regional Institutions to empower the national theological schools 

3) National theological schools to empower their own context 

4) A monitoring team/group with specialized individuals to be set up. To monitor 
the whole process, delivery and effectiveness. The group to be set up 
outside the PCC Executive but answerable only to this Assembly through the 
office of the General Secretary. 

5) The funding for implementation to come from the PCC budget 

!i» 

This proposal is coming to us because of the serious situation we are facing in 
Oceania. In saying this I also like to leave a challenge here in this holy ground, the 
vanua/fenua for us God’s Pacific People. This is in regards to our Oceania theoloov 
and spirituality . I believe there is not much contextual writing here compared to 
other regions around. Please correct me. But we need a solid theological and 
spiritual base here in Oceania. Our people need us to feed them with solid 
theological teachings that will firmly root them where they are. When any challenge 
from within or outside comes they able to with stand the pressure. There is so much 
branding available out there in church’s supermarkets that many of our people 
seem to be confused. 1 take this seriously as a challenge and to all of us who 
belong to Oceania as our God given home. We need Theologians who can write 
about our Pacific God whom we adore, love and worship. I leave that to us God’s 
Pacific People to seriously consider. 

7. Recommendations 

1 invite you to draw your own recommendations from the above. I will respect any 
positive comments that will lead to something good and useful for the PCC. 

8. General Appreciation 

To every one of you Vinaka saka Vakalevu. 

1) To all God’s people we serve and represent 

2) To all the Conferences, Synods and other Church Committees 

3) To all our International Partners 

4) To our regional and NCC members 

5) To all individual Church members who serve the PCC in any capacity. 

6) To PTC, SPATS and GPP 

7) To PCC individual staff members 

8) To any one I miss may this Eternal God continue to bless you 

s* 

9. Closing Prayer 

I like to leave us with this prayer - May the God of peace who brought again from the 
dead our Lord Jesus Christ the Great Shepherd of the sheep, by the blood of the 
everlasting covenant, equip you with everything good that you may do His will, working 
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in you that which is pleasing in His sight, through Jesus Christ, to whom be glory for 
ever and never. AMEN 

And Creator God give us new life, Redeeming Jesus, give us courage and Renewinq 
Spirit, and arm us with his Power. AMEN " " 
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2Report of the ActingGeneral Secretary 

Rev. Frangois Pihaatae 


1. INTRODUCTION 

1.1 It is with sincere and humble heart that I extend my sincere warm greetings 
to all of you who are assembled here in Honiara, Solomon Islands. Leaders of the 
Pacific Churches, official delegates, guests, partner agencies, observers staff 
friends, s?nd not forgetting our hosts, “Te taata aia”, the people of the land, the’ 
people of the Solomon Islands through the churches. 

1.2 Finally we manage to sail our boat to its final destination since we left the 
port of Pago Pago, American Samoa in 2007. It has been a long and difficult 
journey as we went through troubled waters and hurricanes. But I believe we all 
realize that our ecumenical journey will never end as our presence here today in 
Honiara is a testimony of. For that, I praise God for his steadfast wisdom and help 
in making this possible where our human minds thought it is not (Mark 10, 27: With 
man this is impossible, but not with God; all things are possible with God) 

1.3 Please bear with me as I acknowledge and farewell well some of our 
pioneers who have moved on. Some of them served as Officers, Executive 
Committee members or as strong members at the local church level. 

• Mrs. Fetaui Mataafa, from the Congregational Church in Samoa 

Report of the 10th PCC General Assembly 61 3-10, Mar, 2013 Honiara Solomon 




• Archbishop Jabez Bryce, from the Diocese of Polynesia. 

• Rev. Eider Oka Fauolo, from the Congregational Christian Church in 
Samoa. 

• Rev. Elder Masalosalo Fiu Sopoaga from the Congregational Christian 
Church in American Samoa. 

• Rev. Sione Motu’ahala from the Free Wesleyan Church of Tonga. 

• Rev. Jude Samson from the United Church of Marshall Islands. 

• Rev. Kidu Edea from United Church of PNG » 

• Mrs. Tetua Doom from the Etaretia Porotetani Maohi. 

• Fr. Jone Teana from the Diocese of Polynesia. 


And not forgetting the so many people whose names are not in the list but have 
worked tirelessly in the past 5 years in support of and prayers for the PCC’s work at 
the national and regional levels. 

1.41 want to sympathize with the people of Santa Cruz, Temotu Islands in the eastern 
part of the Solomon Islands who has been hit by the tsunami in early February 
which destroyed 581 houses, 479 houses partially damaged, 4,486 people 
affected, 10 people confirmed dead and 15 injured. And not forgetting the people 
of Samoa, Fiji and others who were also badly affected by the hurricane Evan last 
December. To those families who had lost their loved ones and still homeless, I 
address my sincere condolences and prayers that God will continue to comfort 
them in their sorrows. 

And I recommend the 10 th PCC General Assembly to take an action of 
solidarity during this week to support our brothers and sisters who are in 
the phase of reconstruction and recovery. 

1.5 It is also important to acknowledge the presence of some of our ecumenical 
pioneers, former officers and staff members of the PCC who are with us today. It 
is a great joy to welcome you, with the hope that your presence will bring a 
valuable contribution to the spirit of our fellowship this week. 

1.6 To all our overseas partners I can’t find the right word to express my gratefulness 
for their faithful and tremendous support and commitment to accompany the PCC 
in good and worse time. Thank you very much for your presence among us as a 
way to strengthen our partnership relationship and how will we walk together in 
the future. 

1.7lt is with joy that we welcome all our new friends who join us today, St. Andrews 
Presbyterian Church in Suva, Uniting Church in Australia and Vanuatu Council 
of Churches. We believe that your presence will help to bring new visions that 
will help to a renewed focus to our mission as co-workers of God to establish his 
Kingdom here on earth as Jesus himself taught us: “May thy Kingdom come ” 

2. FROM PAGO PAGO TO HONIARA 

2.1 In the 9 th General Assembly a new leadership team took office - Moderator, 
Report of the 10th PCC General Assembly 62 3-10, Mar, 2013 Honiara Solomon 




Deputy Moderator, General Secretary, Executive Committee and Finance and 
General Business. Building capacity of member churches began purposefully until 
the Executive Committee gave the go ahead to the Secretariat to find donors- 
partners. A transition to a new way of working and operating also started that 
included the expansion of logistics and administration support, performance 
expectations and financial management. While a good quality program was 
produced, management fell short in terms of clear and solid management policies 
and procedures. These were not sufficiently in place to assist the governance bodies 
(Executive, Finance and General Business and Secretariat) to play their governing 
and monitoring roles effectively by ensuring checks and balances in program design 
and implementation as well as in financial management. 

2.2 Great efforts were put into new partnerships such as those with the Pacific 
Leadership Program of AusAID, KAIROS Canada, EMW in Germany and Lutheran 
Church in Bavaria, just to cite a few. In addition, a new contract was signed with 
Bread for the World, worth more than 1 m Fiji Dollars in 2010. These new 
partnerships plus the renewal of BftW partnership, consequently, saw a rapid 
increase of program and administration staff, plus ecumenical enablers to more 
than 25. While these might not have been necessary to implement the requirements 
on which the new funding was given, rather this situation exposed the PCC to risks. 
It struggled with too many new commitments as a result of the new partnerships, 
with unexpected challenges such as the attraction of purchasing a neighbouring 
property. More importantly, the PCC risked losing its Christian identity and became 
more an NGO like organization. Subsequently, the PCC canoe sailed into rough 
waters and ran aground on the reef. 

2.3 The Executive Committee during its special meeting in Malua in September 
2011 intervened and suspended the General Secretary and the Finance Officer from 
their functions and appointed an Acting General Secretary and an Acting Finance 
Officer to carry on the work until the next General Assembly 

2.4 Since Malua, we, the Secretariat did not lose faith in facing many challenges 
and obstacles. And with the help of our Lord, we wisely dealt and tackled little by little 
as issues arose as we went through the process in tidying up and cleaning the PCC 
house. I will say, it was a very difficult exercise we went through but also a very 
exciting experience as we work and walk humbly with our God, whom through his 
power has made a way for us all to meet here in Honiara. 

2.5 But, despite the storm faced there were also significant gains. Below is a list 
of significant gains since November 2011. 

(a) The Organizational Development process and the positive changes to structure, 
programs and governance. A report of the outcomes, which I encourage you to ’ 
take some time during the week to read, shows in more detail the nature of 
these positive changes. Presented below in point 3 is a brief overview of the 
Organisational Development (OD) process so far. 

(b) The 50 th anniversary and excitement for ecumenical renewal. Despite the 
upheavals, there was a certain excitement that now we have reached a 
milestone in our journey, now is the time for renewal so that our new journey into 
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the next 50 years will be clear and focused with renewed commitment and 
fervour. * 

(c) Another significant gain was the return of member churches to re-join the 
ecumenical journey. I would like to make a special note of welcome to the Nauru 
Congregational Church for its decision to re-join the fellowship of Pacific 
churches in this ecumenical journey. I had personally visited the church in Nauru 
and held discussion with them and it is indeed a great joy to be informed of their 
decision to re-join the ecumenical family. 

(d) Knowing that the Secretariat has the ecumenical liaison role between member 
churches, we began to build relationships with the churches in Fiji, such as: The 
Methodist Church of Fiji and Rotuma, CEPAC, and the Diocese of Polynesia in 
joining in their morning devotions and solidarity actions. Also, with the St. 
Andrew’s Presbyterian Church in Suva where we host some of the PCC’s 
events. 

(e) The renewed confidence of partners in the PCC. Instead of withdrawing 
altogether after the management problems in September 2011, the long term 
partners, particularly BftW, with the help of MISEREOR and EMW, the Pacific 
Leadership Program of AusAID and the Christian World Service of Aotearoa 
New Zealand, assisted immensely with funding and technical advice and 
personnel to the Organisation Development process that started in November 
2011. I would like to gratefully acknowledge their commitment and 
understanding. Most importantly, I wish to also gratefully acknowledge the work 
of one of our staff, Mr. Murray Isimeli, who worked tirelessly to develop the OD 
process and negotiate with the partners with clear directions for the OD, and in 
the process helped tremendously to restore the partners’ confidence in the 
PCC’s abilities and competencies to move forward. 

(f) The refocusing of programs on key themes: Ecumenism, Stewardship, Self- 
determination, Women and Youth. The decision of the Executive Committee in 
April to streamline the programs into five main ones was a wise one. It became 
very clear for the direction of the PCC programs in the future and that was: “ the 
quality of our Christian witness is seen in doing things small andjittle things well 
not in the many programs and funding we may have. In that regard, all general 
assembly resolutions will be addressed through any of these programs. This will 
enable a better use of staff expertise and competencies in the future. In addition 
the establishment of the Regional Ecumenical Program Team (REPT), 
comprising the General Secretaries of the member churches and national 
councils of Churches, PTC and SPATS was another of the Executive 
committee’s wise decision. In the years to come, this will help with effectiveness 
in planning and implementation of general assembly resolutions. 

(g) The emerging partnership with regional inter-governmental blocks such as the 
Melanesian Spearhead Group (MSG) and the Engaging the Pacific Leaders 
Forum (EPLF) on the rethinking our household of God in the Pacific agenda. 
Here, I must gratefully acknowledge the tremendous work of another of our staff 
member, Mr. Peter Emberson. Since his appointment by the Executive 
Committee in early 2012 as the PCC’s international liaison officer (an additional 
task to his contract work), the progress the PCC made into influencing the 
regional government’s policies on rethinking development and governance, and 
in particular, the climate change agenda, have been very positive for the PCC. 
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The bilateral partnerships with the Kiribati and Fiji governments on climate 
induced and resettlement were fine examples. Another was the 
acknowledgement by the “Engaging the Pacific Leaders Forum” of the PCC’s 
work in their communique of August this year was another testimony of Mr. 
Emberson’s work. I also acknowledge the Principal of the Pacific Theological 
College Rev. Dr Feleterika Nokise who represented the PCC at the last EPLF 
meeting in August and for the very significant paper he presented. 


3. CHARTING THE WAY FORWARD FOR THE PCC: AN ORGANISATIONAL 
DEVELOPMENT PROCESS. 

3.1 After the storm we have to pull the PCC’s boat down into the sea to continue 
its journey to the next port, Honiara. But before that there was a need to repair this 
boat, to strengthen the hull, to increase its stability, to equip it with new mast and 
sails and other small but necessary repairs that also require a very capable crew to 
assure the® long journey of the boat in the next fifty years. This is all covered in the 
current OD process, in which we just now concluded two phases with phase three 
starting immediately after the General Assembly. 

3.2 During the two phases of the OD process, three main issues were being 
addressed:The overall review of the PCC constitution. 

a) The financial systems and general management. 

b) The programs and the organizational structure of the PCC and the 
Secretariat. 

As noted above, a report of Phases 1 and 2 outcomes of the OD process is available 
to you for your own perusal during the week. And before I move on let me show you 
the DVD set up especially for this great exercise we went through this process that 
started in November 2011 in charting the way forward for the PCC and which 
enabled us, the Secretariat and the Executive Committee, to organize our General 
Assembly this year. 

3.3 Beside this whole OD process, we also started a cooperative ecumenical 
journey with PTC and SPATS through the feasibility study done on how these three 
institutions can collaborate more together in terms of finance, governance, 
management and program. This is called: Pacific Ecumenical Council or Cooperation 
(PEC). At this stage this is still a long and on-going process that may take 5 to 6 
years to finalize it. A more detailed report will be present to you during this week on 
this issue. 

4. OUR ECUMENICAL JOURNEY CONTINUES AND WILL CONTINUE. 

4.1 What is our vision for the ecumenical journey in the next 5 years? We had 
celebrated our 50 th anniversary as an ecumenical movement in 2011 in Malua, 
Samoa. Our fathers and mothers achieved much in the 60s, 70s and 80s and this 
achievement was visible through their actions together on issues of social justice, 
self-determination, development and theology. They protested against nuclear testing 
and stood alongside our brothers and sisters in countries that sought political 
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independence. The 90s to the turn of the new century, that spirit of ecumenical 
witness waned and instead ecumenism was reduced to institutional cooperation on 
programmatic work among our three regional ecumenical organisations - the PCC, 
PTC and SPATS. Dialogue on matters of faith was no longer a priority among our 
member churches and indeed with our national councils of churches. 

4.2 Our hope for the next 5 years is this: 

(a) A renewal of morality such as the institutions of family and marriage are under 
threat, violence of our commitment to dialogue on matters of faith and morality in 
view of the fact that issues against women and children, suicide among our 
young people, and threat of climate change on our people. In addition to these, 
we need to renew our commitment to continue with the dialogue on confessional 
faith issues. This is both institutional with dialogue on ministry, baptism and 
Eucharist (BEM) among church leaders but also recognising the local initiatives 
and strengthening those. 

(b) A renewal of our commitment to the biblical mandate to prophetic and 
ecumenical witness from which Christian unity can be much more visible. Issues 
such as self-determination and the wish for political independence of our 
brothers and sisters in Maohi Nui, Kanaky and West Papua, the compensation 
for those who suffered from the impacts of nuclear testing in the 60s and 70s, 
issues of bad governance and leadership and corruption in our island countries, 
and rising poverty among our people. 

(c) A renewal of our ecumenical model that prioritises our witnessing together on 
matters of social justice and development. We must recapture the spirit of our 
fathers and mothers in the early years of the ecumenical movement. These 
common actions reveal more our desire for visible unity than any other. 

(d) All these will not be possible if in the next 5 years, we do not enter into a 
renewal program. This is vital to recapturing the vision and spirit of our fathers 
and mothers in the early years, learning about their life and history and what 
drives them embrace the ideals of ecumenism and to participate with full 
commitment in the ecumenical movement. It is also to be aware of the current 
context and its new mission fields, and issues and strategies required to sustain 
and strengthen the movement in the next 50 years. But we must begin with a 
renewal program. 

The verb to “renew” appears so many times in the Bible where God was calling 
his people for renewal of hearts and minds. The call is to closer fellowship with 
him and with one another, and to recommit ourselves to his values and ideals. 
Our call today is no less different. 

4.3 I will say that what has happened in 2011 is over and let us move on and go 
over to the other side (Mark 4: 35), bearing in mind that storm and big waves may 
have occurred -out there- as obstacles to our journey. 

4.4 But as we will reflect and live throughout this week with the words of the 
Prophet Micah: "Act justly , love mercy and walk humbly with your God”, I have a 
great hope and strong belief that our Ecumenical Journey will continue. A journey 
that will continue to experience storms and difficult currents; but it will be guided by 
God’s mysterious presence. We will never be alone in our fast liquid continent. God 
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will be with us and He commands us to continue our long journey, to act justly, to 
love mercy and walk humbly with our God. 

5. VOTE OF THANKS 

It has been a very challenging and exciting journey for my family and at the same 
time we experienced the blessings of God in our life. But on the other hand, it was 
not an easy task to do but with all your kind support we landed here in Honiara, still 
smiling at each other. 

5.1. I would like to extend my humble and sincere thanks to all of you, our 
member churches, national councils of churches, our partners, and all friends who 
have trusted in me to take this important responsibility on your behalf for this short 
period of time to maintain the PCC alive and to continue its ecumenical journey. 

5.2. My sincere thanks to the Moderator, Bishop Apimeleki Qiliho and Deputy 
Moderator, Mrs. Celine Hoiore and to all the Executive Committee members some 
are here, some are not. Thank you for your leadership and your kind support to all 
of us at the secretariat. 

5.3. To all our overseas partners thank you very much for your great commitment 
at this point of time for the PCC. You not only provided what we needed but you 
were also kind enough to invite us to be with you and your organizations and, most 
importantly, to feel at home and strong in our relationship as ecumenical partners. 

5.4. I would like to take this opportunity to extend my humble and most sincere 
thanks to my Church the Etaretia Porotetani Maohi for their prayers and financial 
support to my family since we came and serve the Pacific churches through the 
Secretariat in 2009. And in their Synod last year, they had reiterated their 
commitment to again support us financially as far as we serve the Pacific churches. 

I think this is a great contribution and advantage to the PCC that never happened 
since its establishment in 1961. General Secretary, Papa John and all the Maohi 
representatives to this 10 th PCC GA, thank you very much.( Papai Parau Rahi, 

Papy John e tae noa atu ia outou tei tia mai no te Etaretia Porotetani Maohi i roto i 
teie ARA a PCC, Mauruuru e mauruuru maitai.) 

5.5. I would like to also extend my sincere thanks to the people, the churches and 
the vanua of Fiji for their warm hospitality that made us feel at home and enable us 
to serve the churches in the Pacific with a peaceful mind and spirit. My family and I 
had adopted your vanua as our vanua, your people as our people and your God as 
our God (Ruth 2,16). Vinaka saka vaka levu. 

5.6. To my dear brothers and sisters with whom we form one family of Christ and 
work as a team, Mrs. Julie Chang and her family, Mrs. Neanette Pene and her 
family, Mrs. Laisani Baleloa and her family, Mrs. Tarabe Akanesi and her family, 

Ms. Kelera Torau, Ms. Eva Legary, Mr. Casimira Aisake and his family, Mr. Peter 
Emberson and his family, Mr. Murray Isimeli and his family, Rev. Ikani Tolu and his 
family, Dr Edwards and the Methodist church in Britain, Rev.. Aaron Wiggins and 
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the United church in the US, Mr. Daniel Pearce and his family, and last but not the 
least, Mr. Sukh Ram and his family. Thank you for working closely together 
especially at this very critical situation for the PCC with the spirit of the ecumenical 
movement. 

5.7. I want to acknowledge some people whom with their skills, expertise, patient 
and humble heart were willing to support and accompany us during the crisis on the 
capacity as facilitators in the 2 phases of the OD process: Rev. Sereima Lomaloma, 
the General Secretary of the Diocese of Polynesia and Mr. Barry Lalley from 
DISMAC PNG, and as consultants, Mr. Jaap Schep and Geoffrey Nainoca for 
finance, Mr. Eckart Garbe and Graham Leung for the policy committee, constitution 
and legal advice. And not forgetting the chairman of the Finance and General 
Business, Mr. Livai Tuisaravere.Thank you very much for your valuable 
contributions and may God continues to bless you and your families. 

5.8. I know that we will extend our official thanks to our hosting churches here in 
Honiara but I just want to say thank you so much for all your efforts to make sure 
that this Assembly will happen in the Solomon despite challenges you had faced. 
Thank you to SICA, thank you to the Anglican Church of Melanesia yvho opened 
their arms to welcome us on their Holy ground as the venue of the 10 th PCC 
General Assembly. I also thank and acknowledge the contributions of all those who 
always work behind the scene such as the mamas, the papas young girls and boys 
that prepared our daily meals, transports and else. Thank you to the builders of this 
‘file’ who had completed the work in the last minute for our meeting to take place. 
Thank you also to the government of the Solomon Is. who allows us to meet here in 
Honiara. And all those who had contributed to make this historical event happened 
in the Solomon Islands. 

5.10. Last but not the least, I extend my sincere thanks to my very dear family who 
is my first and great supporter during my 26 years in the church ministry. Without 
them I may not be standing here before you today. I owe so much to them for the 
big sacrifice we made, leaving behind our elder son and grandchildren, parents, 
families, friends and the fenua to embark in this ecumenical journey with God and 
with you the Pacific Churches in the past three and eleven months. 

6. CONCLUSION: 

6.1. The PCC is the most and precious gift that God has given to our forefathers 
and to us today. I call upon the 10 th PCC’s General Assembly to well keep and 
nurture this precious gift that we inherit from God and need to continue its journey in 
our Pacific ocean as instrument in God’s hands to stand in solidarity with our people 
and especially the vulnerable ones. 

6.2 The PCC is a place where you lay down your life to serve God and the 
people. Thus a servant-hood leadership is the quality required to those who want to 
be part of the crew of the PCC boat. 


s» 
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6.3 Last but not least, the Church is the place where compassion and care are 
provided. It has a prophetic role and is the voice of the voiceless the communities. It 
is a place where a space is created to dialogue and to share our common resources 
and means to address issues that are affecting our Pacific people. 

Mauruuru and thank you for your attention, but honour and glory be unto God 
alone. May God bless us all and may God bless the Pacific Conference of 
Churches. 

Rev. Frangois Pihaatae 
Acting General Secretary 
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INTRODUCTION 

& 

Since the beginning of 2008, there have been significant gains insofar as the programs are 
concerned. At the same time, there have been significant changes that affected the planning and 
implementation of program activities at an annual basis. These impacts and changes, to a large 
extent, impacted on the implementation of the 88 programmatic resolutions. 

PART A is a summary report on the implementation of the 88 programmatic resolutions. PART B 
looks at each of the programs and records the significant highlights and events over the past 5 
years. How the programs were managed is the subject of PART C. The programmatic 
recommendations to the 10 th General Assembly (GA) are recorded as proposals in a separate 
document, but forms part of this report, to be presented to the GA Commissions for deliberations. 

PART A: REPORT ON THE 9 th GA PROGRAM RESOLUTIONS 


1.1 Of the 127 resolutions made in the 9 th GA in Pago Pago, American Samoa, 86 are 
programmatic ones (see appendix A2 on the full program resolutions). These resolutions 
were grouped into 12 strategic key outcomes and implemented through 8 programs: 
ecumenism; human rights; good governance and leadership; environment and climate 
change; HIV and AIDS; globalisation and trade; women empowerment; and, youth 
development. 

1.2 A detailed presentation on how each of the resolutions was addressed is presented in 
appendix A1. Insofar as the quantitative results of these resolutions are concerned, it is 
satisfactory (see table 7). However, it needs to be noted the limited qualitative results with 
regards to the effectiveness of implementation and benefits to the membership. The 
external evaluation of 2011 only noted the relevancy of programs and their activities to the 
MCs and NCCs, and their impacts or otherwise on the members but not necessarily on the 
resolutions. Nevertheless, the purpose of the 8 programs was to precisely address the 86 
resolutions. PART B, then, looks at how the resolutions were addressed through the 8 
programs from 2008 to 2012. 

1.3 In summary, of the 88 programmatic resolutions, 65 (74%) resolutions by the end of 
2012 were either implemented in full, partially or continue to be implemented as 
compared to 55 (63%) in 2010 and 61(69%) in 2011 (see table 1 below on the summary). 
This is an increase of about 5 percentage points from 2011 .This achievement is significant 
in view of the fact the commitments of staff to the OD process and shortage of staff in 3 
program areas. The achievement of 74% is pleasing in view of the problems and the work 
load for the program staff in 2011 and 2012 (see PART C on the details). 

Table 1: Summary report on program resolutions 2012 
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Program Resolutions 

Total 

2010 

2011 

2012 

Not 

implemented 

% 

Ecumenism 

10 

9 

10 

10 

0 

100 

Human Rights 

11 

8 

9 

9 

2 

81 

Good Governance and 
Leadership 

9 

6 

6 

8 

1 

89 

Environment - Climate Change 

15 

9 

11 

13 

2 

85 

HIV and AIDS 

14 

7 

7 

7 

7 

50 

Globalisation and Trade 

12 

7 

8 

8 

4 

66 

Women Empowerment 

5 

4 

4 

4 

1 

80 

Youth Development 

12 

5 

6 

6 

6 

50 

Totals 

88 

55 

61 

65 

23 

74 


Note! The figures for 2008 and 2009 are not available 


PART B : PROGRAM HIGHLIGHTS 2008 - 2012 

This section reports on the significant regional events that the PCC secretariat organised and 

facilitated from 2008 to 2012. Workshops and seminars at the national level, advocacy and 

research work, and other notable activities are noted in the annual reports of 2008 to 2012. 

These are annexed as appendices B1 - B5. 

B1: ECUMENISM IN THE PACIFIC 

1.1 The significant activity in 2008 was the development of the KALI A 4 
framework, a framework for a Pacific Theology of Hope. The members of the 
working group were tasked to do further research on the key concepts of the 
framework (see appendix Cl). However, due to the many deferments of planned 
meetings, the project ceased. It is hope that it will continue after the 10 th GA as part 
of the Commission on Mission and Theology tasks. 

1.2 In 2010, the PCC’s 3 rd Mission Conference was held in the Island of Viwa, Tailevu 
Fiji. The conference was to review the mission work of the Church in light of 
current realities and to seek answers to the question: “what is the Church’s 
mission in Oceania today?” The outcomes of the Viwa Mission Conference were 
highly significant (see appendix C5). 

=> The mission of the Church must speak to the realities of the people and 
their communities. This was an indication of the need to review current 
understandings of mission and that a new understanding must be self- 
determining with regards to methodologies in training, formation and in praxis. 

=> The mission work of the Church must emancipate the people to give free 
worship to God, and if due to poverty, negative impacts of climate change, 
unjust trade practices, bad governance and leadership, and disease, the people 
cannot do so, then the Church must speak truth to power. 

=> Mission and theology must go together and be grounded on the realities of 
the community. The realisation that theological reflection must ground the 
mission of the Church was an insight that the Conference participants 
acknowledged. Without being explicit in their recommendations, self-determining 
in mission and theological reflection would also mean the formation of a 
commission on mission and theology. 


4 It is the name of a Tongan ocean going canoe. 
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1.4 The coming together of the 3 regional ecumenical organisations (REOs) - the PCC, PTC 
and SPATS - to host the Hermeneutics Consultation in March 2011 was a highlight. This 
consultation was one of the recommendations from the Viwa Mission Conference in 2010. 
Regarding ecumenism, the joint hosting and facilitation of the consultation by the 3 REOs 
was a testimony to the possibility of closer ecumenical reflections and action 
together. The collaboration could be also been as contribution to the sustainability of 
the ecumenical vision - unity of the Church - as well as contributing to the capacity 
building of the Churches, in terms of hermeneutical learning for their mission work (see 
appendix C9 ). 

B2: HUMAN RIGHTS 

2.1 Basic education/training workshops were done on human rights in Tonga, Kiribati, Solomon 
Islands and Maohi Nui in 2009. The other major work was a research on Human rights from 
a Christian perspective in 2010. This draft was completed in 2011. The details of this work 
can be gleaned in the annual reports of 2009 and 2010 (see appendices B2and B3 ). Due 
to the resignation of the finance officer who also coordinated this project, it did not move 
further. 

B3: GOOD GOVERNANCE AND LEADERSHIP 

3.1 Leadership and governance training was done in conjunction with the workshops on human 
rights in 2009 in the four countries mentioned in 2.1 above (see also appendix B2 on the 
2009 annual report for more details). The program also conducted leadership training with 
the Church in Pohnpei with the support of the Pacific Leadership Program of AusAID. 

3.2 In 2010, the program provided accompaniment to the Tonga National Council of 
Churches (TNCC) in preparation for the country’s general elections in the last quarter. 
The appreciations expressed by the leaders of the Churches in Tonga were uploaded onto 
the PCC’s website (see appendix B3 on the 2010 annual report for more details). 

3.3 In August 2011, Piula Theological College of the Methodist Church in Samoa hosted the 3 rd 
Pacific Church Leaders Meeting (PCLM); the main theme was self-determination. The 

President of Maohi Nui made a passionate plea to the Pacific Churches to support 
his people’s wish for independence. The Church leaders agreed to support the 
President’s call that Maohi Nui be re-inscripted into the UN list for decolonisation. 
The same call was supported by the Maohi Protestant Church during its Synod in 
2012 and the WCC Central Committee also in 2012 (see appendix CIO on the Church 
leaders’ statement made in Piula). The statement, among other pertinent issues and 
concerns, also called for a day to be observed by the Pacific Churches to celebrate it as a 
day of freedom. ? 

3.4 In the 2011/2012 period, the program conducted education and awareness on the biblical 
basis of the “Rethinking the Household of God in the Pacific” concept note (see appendix 
C7 on the details of the concept note) by using the Exodus framework as the means for 
this education and awareness. The framework consisted of three basic formation 
training series on Morality, Governance and Social Justice. Training workshops were 
conducted in Vanuatu, Kiribati, Maohi Nui, Chuuk and Guam, and Tonga, and American 
Samoa, Samoa and Tonga specifically for the Anglican Diocese of Polynesia 
Archdeaconries (see appendices B4 and B5 on the 2011 and 2012 annual reports for 
further details). The various statements that emanated from some of these workshops 
indicated the relevancy of the training. 
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3.5 In the 3 rd quarter of 2012, the program contracted an external consultant to produce a 

community training manual on governance, leadership and management. The material for 
the manual was drawn from the three separate modules produced in 2010 for the regional 
workshop on governance, leadership and management. The basis for this manual is the 
biblical and theological perspective on governance, leadership and management. It is 
hoped that the manual will be used by the member Churches for their .own training in the 
years to come. 

B4: ENVIRONMENT AND CLIMATE CHANGE 

4.1 In March 2008, the member Churches and the National Council of Churches in Kiribati held 
a public march against global warming in Kiribati. It drew a large number of people - school 
teachers and children, young men and women, Church members and ministers, and civil 
servants. As a result of the public march and the petition that was handed over to the 
representative of the President of Kiribati, the requests contained in the petition formed part 
of the Kiribati government’s regional and international advocacy efforts on climate change 
issues: adaptation, mitigation, resettlement and financing. 

4.2 Also in 2008 The Church - state covenant workshop on the environment was held in Fiji 
(see appendix C2 for more details). The workshop was successful to some extent in that it 
raised the awareness among the Church leaders and inter-governmental agencies that 
were present on the importance of collaborative efforts to enhance the effectiveness of 
each other’s work on the environment. The current model of working in isolation would 
not suffice to tackle new environmental challenges, mainly from the impacts of 
change impacts. Forming partnership agreements between Churches, civil societies 
and governments was proposed as the new strategy to address these new 
environmental challenges. 

4.3 The advocacy and accompaniment work of the program was a highlight for the PCC 
in 2009. These helped raise the PCC’s profile regionally and internationally. 

Consequently, during the year, the PCC started receiving invitations to make 
representations to a number of critical climate change forums. These forums ranged from 
community Church groups, the diplomatic corps, the PCC’s Church membership, the 
Pacific Youth Forum, regional and international climate policy setting meetings 5 , and 
participated actively in the WCC Working group on Climate change amongst others. The 
PCC’s climate work was recognized by the Fiji Government when it invited the PCC to be 
an official advisor on the issue of climate change adaptation in Copenhagen, which the 
PCC graciously accepted. At these forums, the PCC advocated the rights of the 
marginalized and most vulnerable Pacific peoples at all levels (local, national, 
regional and international) on climate change policy shaping platforms. With the 
support of its membership, the PCC hopes to continue to strengthen its voice for the 
voiceless in our Pacific societies. 

4.4 In 201 0 , the Kiribati Protestant Church (KPC)formulated its statement on climate induced 
resettlement. A year earlier (2009), the Church formulated its climate change policy 
and in 2010, it endorsed its statement on resettlement. These were hugely significant 
steps. The statement was presented by a representative of the Church to the Heads of 
Governments who attended the Small Islands Developing States (SIDS) meeting in Kiribati 
in 2010. 


5 Meetings with regional and international meetings included the Pacific Island Forum Secretariat, the European Union 
and United Nations Conference on Climate Change 
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4.5 The highlight of the program in 2011 was the influence of its research and advocacy 
on climate induced resettlement on government policies. The particular impact here 
was the recognition by the Fiji government of its need to have such a policy on 
climate induced resettlement. This policy is being drafted with the assistance of the 
program staff of the PCC. In addition, the issue of resettlement has been raised at the 
Engaging with the Pacific Leaders Forum. The quality of the research work on climate 
induced resettlement done by the program staff on two.sites in Fiji and the strength of the 
supporting evidence contributed much to the awareness of the resettlement issue within 
Fiji. 

4.6 The CIDRA Project.The project Climate Induced Disaster Risks Assessment (CIDRA) was 
piloted in late 2010 in partnership with BftWfrom Germany. In essence, the project was 
about a methodology in assessing and addressing climate related risks and disasters, and 
the factors (economic, social and political) that contributed to the communities' vulnerability. 
The focus was on the most vulnerable communities in the Churches’ constituencies. About 
6 member Churches took part in the pilot project. The pilot ended in mid-2011, and an 
external evaluation was conducted in the last quarter of 2012 to ascertain its relevancy to 
the PCC and its member Churches. A fresh mandate will be needed from the 10 th GA for 
the project to continue, which is the subject of a proposal to the 10 th GA. 

4.7 The KAFA Development Fund (KDF). This fund was established in 2010 as the funding 
source for the projects that arose from the implementation of the CIDRA pilot project. At the 
same time, because climate change and development are closely related, the KDF was 
also to finance development projects of member Churches, in view of the fact that 
development issues such as poverty and inequality are linked to how the human community 
treat and in most cases exploit the environment and its resources and, hence, contribute to 
climate change. However, due to lack of funding and dedicated staff to facilitate the fund, 
the facility is now closed. 


B5: HIV AND AIDS 

5.1 In 2008, the program published the outcomes of a 2007 regional consultation of women 
and youth on HIV and AIDS with the aim of establishing an ecumenical regional network on 
HIV and AIDS. The published report was titled “Establishing an Ecumenical Network of 
Women and Youth on HIV and AIDS”. However, due to the resignation of the animator 
(who was also the animator for the women’s empowerment program) at the end of 2008, 
the implementation of the network project did not continue. 

5.2 With the hiring of a positive person in mid-2010 as animator for the program, it moved 
swiftly to organise and jointly hosted the year’s World AIDS Day Campaign and to the 
establishing a Hardship Grant for People Living with HIV. The PCC in collaboration with 
other HIV and AIDS organisations, marked the World AIDS day, with a concert of singing 
and dancing and with various other performances. The concert was also to raise fund to 
establish a “Hardship Grant for PLHIV 6 ”. The grant was to be used for the daily needs of 
H1V+ people, and hence, enhances the prevention and living conditions of people living with 
HIV. 


6 The acronym PLHIV means People Living with HIV.The concert raised $4,000FJD. The grant was to be administered 
by PCC’s KDF Fund in close collaboration with FJN+ and the Pacific Islands Aids Foundation (PIAF) 
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5.3 In the last quarter of 2010, the program conducted the Lakeba 7 Road show Campaign with 
the theme HIV STOPS WITH ME . The road show aimed to advocate and encourage 
community people of the island to internalize change and be the change they want to 
see in their society. This was done through personal testimony of and sessions conducted 
by HIV positive people. The initiative was aimed at reviving the commitment of Church 
members to addressing HIV and AIDS, ensuring the sustainability of HIV information and to 
be focal points or key contacts in any event where HIV related services are required. The 
groups targeted during this campaign were women, community leaders, Church leaders, 
young couples and youths aged 16 to 35. There were eight community sessions, two HIV 
pocket sessions, three days HIV SAFE campaign and two couching clinic sessions. 

5.4 Also in 2010, 800 of Red Ribbons in five Pacific Countries were distributed - theUnited 
Church in the Solomon Islands, Kiribati Protestant Church, Anglican Church, Methodist 
Church of Fiji, Free Wesleyan Church of Tonga, Samoa National Council of Churches, 
Congregational Christian Churches in Samoa and Methodist Church of Samoa. The main 
aim was to help dispel myths and misinformation about HIV, to stand in solidarity 
with people living with HIV and committed to fight against AIDS; and to raise 
awareness on HIV and AIDS. 

B6 GLOBALISATION AND TRADE 

6.1 In 2009, the “Rethinking the Household of God in the Pacific” concept note was formulated. 
It was presented to the “Engaging the Pacific Leaders Forum” meeting at the invitation of 
Fiji who hosted the meeting in 2010. The presentation was made by the then General 
Secretary to the heads of 11 governments in a close session. The immediate impact was 
the endorsement of the concept note by the 11 heads of government, with the mandate for 
the PCC to return in 2011 with a progress report on implementation. Briefly the presentation 
highlighted the following; (a) review of governance and leadership models and to find 
suitable models of governance; (b) the un-sustainability of the developmental 
models adopted and the need for alternatives; (c) current economic rationale is 
harming our environment in ways that are not retractable; (d) our regional peace and 
security should not be dependent on the rationale that more is better; (e) regional 
social cohesiveness cannot be sustained under the logic “more is better”. The PCC 
made an updated report in 2011 and presented a full report in 2012. The following 3 points 
are quotations from the political leaders’ 2012 communique 8 . 

=> “Noted the progress achieved in the continued reflection by the Pacific 
Conference of Churches on the “Rethinking the Household of God in 
the Pacific” concept.” 

=> “Recognized the validity and legitimacy in PSIDS of other diverse 
visions, models and approaches to development, governance, 
environmental sustainability, security and social cohesion that would 
ensure inclusiveness and sufficiency.” 

=> “Emphasized the essential and critical roles of spirituality and culture 
in the region’s continued reflection on appropriate economic and 
development models to be researched at national and regional level.” 

6.2 Pacific Trade Winds Workshop in 2010.ThePCC co-hosted successfully, with the Pacific 
Network on Globalisation, the “Negotiating the Pacific Trade Winds” workshop. It was 
attended by the various civil society organisations from the region. The relevant outcomes 


1 

Lakeba is one of the Islands in a groups of islands called the Lau Group in the southern part of Fiji 
8 See Appendix Cll on the full details of the “Engaging the Pacific Forum” Leaders’ communique 2012. 

Report of the 10th PCC General Assembly 75 3-10, Mar, 2013 Honiara Solomon 




for the PCC included: power-mapping: the identification; prioritisation and targeting 
of policy making bodies, organisations and processes (meetings, events, etc.) for the 
purposes of engagement and advocacy; ‘Alternative livelihoods’: identification 
and/or exploration of success stories i.e. proven and potentially workable 
socioeconomic initiatives / programs (that are sustainable environmentally, socially, 
culturally, economically) in the region for the purposes of documenting, enhancement and 
replication in the region. 

6.3 In 2011, the training workshops were conducted in Vanuatu and Kiribati on the “Exodus 
Framework” - formation in morality, governance and social justice. One of the 
impacts of the Vanuatu workshop was the call for greater accountability of 
government and participation of the people on matters relating to governance and 
trade, particularly, the WTO (World Trade Organisation) Accession of Vanuatu. The 
statement was endorsement by the Vanuatu Council of Churches and, hence, the advocacy 
work - protest marches and speaking activities in Geneva - by the Churches in Vanuatu. 
The Presbyterian Church of Vanuatu committed itself to conducting training on the Exodus 
framework in its theological school and Church groups. One of the outcomes of the 
Kiribati workshop was the statement on governance, climate change and HIV and 
AIDS. 

6.4 Also in 2011, the PCC provided accompaniment provided to the Vanuatu Council of 
Churches (VCC) and the Presbyterian Church in Vanuatu on their issue of land in the 
WTO Accession deal. Follow-up was conducted with information and media release in 
support of the Vanuatu Churches in their call for greater consultation on the WTO 
accession deal. The Vanuatu Churches organised (with the CSOs) a protest march 
(permission was not granted for the protest march) and attended panel discussions 
on the issue in Geneva. 

6.5 In 2012, the program provided accompaniment to the Cook Island Christian Church 
(CICC) on the Seabed mining. Because Seabed mining was an issue for the Cook 
Islands, the PCC accompanied PANG to both advocate against the issue of Seabed 
mining with the leaders of the Pacific Islands Forum Countries (PIFS) and to raise 
awareness with the Church communities in the Cook Islands. A discussion was held 
with the leaders of the Cook Islands Christian Church and a media conference was 
organised to highlight and raise awareness on the issue among the regional countries. 

B7: WOMEN EMPOWERMENT 

7.1 Since the resignation of the animator for the program at the end of 2008, the program 
lacked a full time staff until the last quarter of 2009 when a fulltime animator was hired. In 
the absence of a full time animator, other program staff, although fully contracted to their 
programs, helped to coordinate the Pacific Day of Prayer among the members Churches 
and the women's groups. Key activities, however, as mandated by the 9 th GA had to be 
deferred. 

7.2 With the hiring of a new animator in the last quarter of 2009, the program took on 
international advocacy work, particularly, at the United Nations Commission on the Status 
of Women in New York. This was held in the first quarter of 2010. The Commission on the 
Status of Women (CSW) is annual event organised by the United Nations and brings 
together heads of governments, women ministers, senior government officials and 
diplomatic staff; NGOs, CSOs and gender activists to review the progress made on a range 
of issues such as reducing and eliminating violence against women and children; 
increasing the participation of women in governance and leadership; reducing poverty; 
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improving maternal health; and improving the access of girls to good quality education. The 
PCC, as part of the Ecumenical Women EW at the UN delegation, there were 3 major asks 
with the embassies and government officials during the 2 week-long meeting: these were: 
end the culture and practice of impunity: violence against women; transform 
leadership: gender, power and decision making; and establish Economic Justice: 
women and the economic and financial crisis. 

7.3 The 16 Days of Activism to End Violence Against Women (EVAW). This was 
implemented with an official letter from the then General Secretary to member Churches to 
commemorate the 16 days in 2010. The member Churches were encouraged to work 
together with the United Nations agencies and other women organisations in their countries 
to mark the 16 days with activities such as conducting a liturgies and worship, and bible 
studies. 

7.4 Gender Based Violence: the regional workshop to address this was recently held in Suva 
in February 2013. In fact it was to have been done in 2010 at the mid-way point between 
the 9 th and the 10 th Assemblies of the PCC, as mandated by the 9 th GA. However, due 
mainly to staff turnover and lack of funding, the mandate was not carried out as agreed at 
the 9 tFl GA. However, with hiring of the consultant to complete the programs work before the 
10 th GA, the conference was finally held. The outcomes were presented at the women’s 
pre-assembly, and from which proposals on women’s issues and concerns were to be 
grafted to the 10 th GA. 

B8: YOUTH EMPOWERMENT 

8.1 In 2008, the PCC attended together with an ecumenical youth delegation the Pacific 
Youth Convention that was held in Lautoka, Fiji. The participants included young men 
and women from the Methodist, Presbyterian and Congregational traditions. Among the 
themes discussed were HIV and AIDS, human sexuality, globalisation and trade, and good 
governance and leaderships (see appendix B1 on the 2008 annual report for more 
details). In terms of regional impact, this was an opportunity to form ecumenical 
leaders in the future and to strengthen ecumenical relations among youth leaders. 

8.2 The youth met at a conference in Fiji in 2009 to discuss ecumenism and their participation 
in it within their national contexts and at the regional level. The Tokatoka Declaration was 
the outcome (see appendix C3 on the details of the statement). Among other notable 
requests, the youth asked for meaningful participation within their own respective 
Churches and for leadership mentoring in ecumenism at the national and regional 
levels. 

8.3 As a follow-up to the conference in 2009, the program organised an ecumenical pioneers 
and youth week-long encounter sessions. This was held in Fiji in 2010. The statement by 
the young people (see appendix C6 on the details of the statement) was endorsed by the 
Pacific Church Leaders meeting in Auckland (see appendix C8 on the details of the 
statement) and the Council of Churches in Micronesia. These endorsements were 
significant for they indicated the acceptance of the youth as essential for ecumenical 
sustainability and relevance. In addition, the specific call for a Commission on BEM 
was accepted by the Church leaders in Auckland (see appendix C8). This indicated the 
willingness of the Churches to engage once again in dialogue on Baptism, Eucharist and 
Mission, with renewed interest. 

8.4 In 2011, the Young Ecumenists of the Pacific (YEP) initiative was formed by the 
program. This was an indirect outcome of the ecumenical pioneers and youth encounter 
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workshop in 2010, noted in 8.3 above. Three chapters of YEP were established in Fiji, 
Vanuatu and Kiribati. However, these local initiatives needed the investment of 
commitment, effort, and finances by the PCC and their respective member Churches in 
these countries. Capacity building on spirituality, ecumenism, social justice and prophetic 
witness would be key aspects of the YEP in the future. The YEP is vital for the PCC, both 
in regards to the sustainability of ecumenism and its vision into the future and 
because young people bring enthusiasm and realism to the Churches’ prophetic 
witness role and work on social justice issues. 

8.5 In 2012, the program organised and hosted a regional youth workshop in Sabeto in Fiji to 
revisit the Nadi Declaration on HIV and AIDS made in 2004 by the Pacific Member 
Churches of WCC. The aimed was for the young people to revisit the commitments 
made by their respective Churches and to see how they themselves could practically 
implement these commitments in their own Churches. The outcomes statement (see 
appendix C12 on the details of the statement) puts forward strategies for implementation. 
A face book account was set up where updates and progress information were to be 
shared by the young people in their work on HIV and AIDS, in addition to sharing 
information on youth activities. 


PART C : PROGRAM MANAGEMENT 2008 - 2012 

Cl ASSESSMENT OF PROGRAM IMPLEMENTATION 


1.1 The implementation percentage of planned activities varied between the years 2009, 2010, 
2011 and 2012. The lowest was in 2011 with 28% and the highest was in 2012 with 63%. - 
2009 was 60% and 2010 was 41%. Table 2 below shows the comparisons between the 
years 2009, 2010, 2011 and 2012. 


Table 2: No. of activities planned vs. No. of activities implemented 2009 - 2012 
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HIV and AIDS 

15 

1 

7 

15 
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20 
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9 

6 

67 

25 

8 

32 

6 

2 

33 

4 

1 

25 
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5 

1 

20 

11 

4 

36 

8 

4 

50 

3 

1 

33 

Youth 

7 

6 

86 

9 

4 

44 

5 

2 

40 

5 

4 

80 

Total 

68 

41 

60 

93 

38 

41 

76 

22 

28 

38 

24 

63 


1.2 The two main factors that contributed to the low implementation in 2011 were: 
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a) preparations for and participation of program staff at the 50 th anniversary 
celebration of the ecumenical movement, hosted by the Congregational 
Christian Church of Samoa (CCCS) at Malua Theological College, in the first 
half of 2011. 

b) the resignation of the former General Secretary and Finance officer restricted 
movements of staff and hence the implementation of planned activities. 

For 2012, the four factors that explained the high implementation rate in 2012 (63%) were: 

a) the realistic number of activities planned for 2012; 

b) the performance of the program staff, despite the shortage of staff; 

c) the support of the partners towards the OD process and activities; and, 

d) the contributions of the partners relations manager and international liaison 
officer 9 . 

1.3 The low rate of regional activities in 2012 (table 3) was due to the heavy commitment of the 

program staff to the OD process work and the lack of staff in three programs - HIV and 

AIDS, Women empowerment 10 and Human Rights. 


Table 3: 2009, 2010, 201 land 2012 comparisons 


Regional 

activities 

2009 

2010 

2011 

2012 

Variances 

No. of activities 

6 

7 

3 

1 

. 

The significant reason for the variance 
between the 3 previous years and 2012 
was the committed participation of the 
program staff in the OD process committee 
work. In addition, the current staff were 
overloaded with extra supervision 
responsibilities of programs that did not 
have animators such as Human Rights, 

HIV and AIDS, and Women. 

Countries held 

2 

1 

3 

1 

The regional activity was hosted by the 
Sabeto village in Nadi through the 
assistance of the Methodist Church in Fiji 
and Rotuma. 


1.5 There were other planned activities such as those on research, advocacy and coordination. 
These included: the coordination of the Pacific Day of Prayer; the resettlement case studies 
in Kiribati, Tuvalu and Fiji; the manual on governance, leadership and management; 
climate change advocacy at international and regional forums; and the work around' 
development alternatives. There were also unplanned activities that were requested by the 
MCs and NCCs during the years 2009 to 2012. These included the workshops on 
governance and social justice in Guam for the Nukuno Protestant Church Association, 


9 See sub-section C2.3 for further details on these tasks. 

10 The animator for the women’s programme was only hired in October 2012 
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Nauru for the Nauru Congregational Church, and for the TNCC, and the Free Wesleyan 
Church of Tonga on hermeneutics. 

1.6 Some of the accompaniment highlights with the Churches and political leaders included: 

a) the re-inscription of Maohi Nui into the UN list for decolonisation; 

b) the policy development on climate induced resettlement of the Fiji government; 

c) seabed mining awareness with the Cook Islands Christian Church and political 
leaders; 

d) international and regional meetings and campaign activities on climate change 
and trade; 

e) the YEP Fiji chapter on various meetings and consultation in Fiji for exposure 
and influence. 

£• 

1.7 The distribution of national activities from 2008 - 2012 among the countries was 
dependent on the responses of the member Churches and NCCs. Table 4 shows 
the distribution of national activities by countries. The high number of in-country 
activities in some countries such as Kiribati and Tonga in 2009, Fiji in 2010, Kiribati 
in 2011 and Chuuk and Tonga in 2012 simply means that two or three programs 
combined to finance and planned the activities because the activities fulfilled their 
specific planned activities. 


Table 4: National activities by countries (Jan 2008 - Dec 2012) 
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COUNTRIES 2009 2010 2011 2012 Totals 

American Samoa 1 - - 1 2 

Chuuk and Guam 1 - 1 5 7 

Cook Is. - - - 1 1 

F ■ 2 o 1 z 

Kiribati 5 1 5 - 11 

Marshall Is 1 - - - 1 

Nauru - - - 2 2 

New Ca edonia - - - - 

New Zealand - - 1 - 

Niue 

Papua New Guinea 
Pohnpei 
Samoa 

Solomon Is itj| 

Maohi Nui 

Tuvalu 


1 
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Vanuatu - 1 4 - 

y C*l I UCtLU I ~r 


3 

4 
2 
8 

10 

3 

5 


1.8 Table 5shows the comparisons of in-country activities for the years 2009, 2010, 

2011 and 2012. The main point to highlight is that despite the high turnover of 
program staff for some programs, persistent shortages of funds for some programs, 
and the heavy commitment of program staff in 2011 and 2012 to the OD process, 
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the achievements by the end of 2012 were significant. As noted above, this was 
due to the realistic planning of activities, the hard work of the program staff and 
support of the partners. 


Table 5: 2009, 2010, 201 land 2012 in-country activity comparisons 


National 

activities 

2009 

2010 

2011 

2012 

Variances 

No. of countries 

11 

7 

6 

' 

8 

About 60% of program staff time was 
dedicated to the OD process and the work 
of the various committees. The significant 
point was that the joint activity done in 

Nauru on governance by the STPs 2 and 3. 
While STP 4 did not implement any national 
workshop in 2012, the staff’s advocacy and 
research were influential in advancing the 
resettlement issue with regional groupings 
such as the MSG and the Engaging the 
Pacific forums, and most particularly in the 
decision to design a resettlement policy for 

Fiji by the Fiji government. 

No. of activities 

25 

14 

14 

• •. 

17 

Despite the heavy commitment of program 
staff to the OD process, staff shortage, lack 
of funding and negotiation with partners for 
the future, and with the minimum amount of 
funding available, 17 national activities were 
able to be implemented. 


C2: PROGRAM COORDINATION AND MANAGEMENT 

2.1 Management structure of programs. 

a) The program committee, whose membership comprised the program staff, 
oversaw the implementation and monitoring of annual work plans. It was 
coordinated by a program coordinator, an informal position since 2009. 

b) In 2009, a Program Advisory Committee (PAC) was established to assist the 
program staff in planning, and ensuring that the needs of the members and the 9 th 
GA resolutions were addressed. The PAC comprised church representatives and 
people who were considered experts in specific program areas. The PAC met 
annually. However, it did not work well as expected due mainly to a lack of non- 
attendance in the 2010 and 2011 meetings. It was then dissolved at the April 
2012 Executive Committee meeting. 
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c) As an outcome of the OD process that started in 2011, the Executive committee 
established the Regional Ecumenical Program Team (REPT) whose membership 
comprised the general secretaries of the MCs and NCCs. The REPT had its first 
meeting in November 2012 with very good attendance, to design polices on work 
collaboration between the MCs, NCCs and the secretariats of the PCC, PTC and 
SPATS. The policies were endorsed at the November 2012 Executive Committee 
meeting. 

2.2 Program staffing. 

a) The following presents in brief the program staffing situation since 2008. 

i. The HIV and AIDS program did not have a full time animator for much of 2009, 
2010, 2011 and 2012. The person hired in the 3 rd quarter of 2009 resigned in 
early 2010. 

ii. The women’s empowerment program did not have a full time animator until 
the 4 th quarter of 2009. She left the PCC at the end of 2011 and the current 
animator was hired in October 2012 for six months to complete the 
implementation of the 9 th GA resolutions. 

iii. The human rights program did not have a full time animator since 2008. The 
former finance officer was given the task of coordinating the program. Since 
his resignation in the last quarter of 2011, the program had no permanent 
staff. 

iv. The globalisation and trade program had a full time animator until mid-2009 
when the former animator’s contract was not renewed. It was without a full 
time animator until the last quarter of 2010 when the current animator was 
hired. 

v. The youth development program did not have a full time animator from 2008. 
However, a fulltime youth officer is currently coordinating it since 2011. 

vi. Despite the program staffing issues, the mission workers (secondments from 
partners), interns and occasional volunteers played a significant part in the 
relative successful implement of the program activities since 2009. 


Table 6: 2008 - 2012 program staffing 


Program 

2009 

2010 

2011 

2012 


EAs 

MW 

1 

EA 

MW 

mm 

EA 

MW 



MW 

1 

Ecumenism 

1F/T 
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V 
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V 

- 
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1 
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e 

1 P/T 

- 
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Climate 
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1 
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2 

1 
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n 
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1 
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HIV and AIDS 
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1 

1F/T 


1 
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1 
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1 
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- 
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- 

- 

Women 

V 

'4 

- 
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V 

:4 

- 
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Note:EAs = Ecumenical animators; MW = Mission worker; I = Interns; FIT = full time; PIT = Part Time; 

V = Vacant 

b) The point to note is the high turnover of program staff since 2009. While the 
achievements in terms of implementation were relatively good, as noted in Cl 7, 
programs in the future cannot be sustainable in the long term if such a trend 
continues. Current staff are overloaded, having to coordinate other programs, in 
addition to their own, and to assist with the internal management of the 
secretariat. It is hoped that the new leadership will look into this situation. 

c) Mission workers contributed much to the achievements of the programs from late 
2008 to 2012, particularly with the research on climate induced resettlement. 
There ^ere 3 mission workers - one was on a one year secondment from EMW 
in 2009 to work on publications, the 2 nd intern started in 2010 and would finish in 
2013 on a 3 years secondment, and the 3 rd intern started in 2011 also on a 3 
years secondment. Unfortunately the 3 rd intern was recalled by his sending 
Church in early February this year. The contribution of the 2 nd mission worker, 
seconded by the Methodist Church in Great Britain, was particularly significant to 
the quality of the research work on climate induced resettlement. Such 
partnerships between the PCC and its overseas partners are valuable and needs 
to be strengthened in the future. 

d) The internship program started in the last quarter of 2008 with four interns from 
three member churches. The aim of the program was to provide a learning space 
for young people in the churches on issues of interest and an experience of 
ecumenism. The program continued in 2009 and 2010. It ceased in 2011 due to 
internal problems. However, one overseas intern from England joined in the last 
quarter of 2012 for 9 months. The point to note is that this program needs to 
continue because it provides the young people with the opportunities to learn 
more of their issues of interest and also ecumenism. 

2.3 Partners and government relations. 

a) Since the resignation of the former general secretary in the 3 rd quarter of 2011, 
liaisons with partners and with regional governmental forums became grave 
concerns. To address these, the April 2012 Executive committee decided to 
appoint the animator for globalisation and trade the partner’s liaison manager 
because of his strong background in diplomatic relations and foreign affairs and 
the animator for environment and climate the international liaison officer due to 
his strong political science and advocacy and media backgrounds. 

b) The importance of the above decisions needs to be noted: 

i. In jhe aftermath of the former general secretary and finance officers’ 
resignations, partner confidence in the PCC’s ability to lead and manage its 
own affairs needed to be restored. The appointment of the partners’ liaisons 
manager was a wised decision in this regard. Since the appointment was 
made in early 2012, partners’ confidence and relations with the PCC improved 
tremendously. The indicator for this was the generous support of the 
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partners to the OD process that started at the end of 2011 and their 
continual support to the program work in 2012. 

ii. The momentum gained with the presentation of the document “Rethinking the 
Household of God in the Pacific” at the 2010 Engaging the Pacific Leaders 
forum needed to be maintained and strengthened (see appendices B3, B4 
and B5). Hence, the appointment of the international liaison officer is crucial to 
this process. In addition, the bilateral progress made on climate change 
induced resettlement with some governments would also benefit. The indicator 
for the gains made since the appointment in April 2012 was the 3 
recommendations by the political leaders in August 2012 12 (see B6.1 above). 

c) The important point to make is that insofar as programs are concerned, these 
appointments were of immense benefit to the PCC and partner relations and to 
the strengthening of and the sustainability of the momentum generated by the 
“Rethinking the Household of God in the Pacific” among regional countries and 
regional inter-governmental forums. 

CONCLUSION 


In all, the last 5 years has been relatively successful in relation to activity implementation, 
despite the challenges. What should also be noted is that about 74% of the 2007 General 
Assembly resolutions on programs are either being implemented or completed. What was 
also very encouraging was the ability of the PCC to pick itself up again in 2011 due mainly 
to the fortitude, competencies and experience of the staff, and most importantly the belief 
in God that He will not abandon what He inspired, namely, the PCC, and the tremendous 
support of the governing bodies and a few of the partners. 

We, therefore, take this opportunity to acknowledge the tremendous support of the PCC 
leadership and the former Executive committee to the programs since 200$. The partners’ 
generous contribution of funds and technical support since 2008 to the programs is also 
gratefully acknowledged. The fact that we moving forward with some clear directions is a 
testimony to your wise guidance and great commitment and interest to the ecumenical 
movement. To you all, our deepest appreciation! To the delegates of the 10 th GA, we pray 
for God’s blessings of wisdom and clarity of thought, and may His Spirit guide you in your 
deliberations and decision-making in the coming days. 

Vinaka Vakalevu, Malo Aupito, Mauruuru, Fa’afetai Lava, Kam Raba and Thank you very 
much! 

In the Peace and Love of God! Ecumenical Animators’ Team 

Dated: February 11 th , 2013 

(The full appendices can be obtained from the secretariat upon request) 


11 Particularly, Bread for the World, EMW Germany, MISEREOR, the Pacific Leadership Programme (PLP) of 
AusAID and CWS Aotearoa/New Zealand. 

12 See appendix Cl low the political leaders’ statement. 
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4 Finarsceand Property Report presented by Jaap Schep 

Recommendations 

1. Finance and Administrative Policy and Procedures 

• That the Finance and Administrative Policy and Procedures be finalized, submitted 

for approval to the next Executive Committee meeting, but already taken as 

principles and guidance by the secretariat. 

(This resolution is needed to put the Financial Policy again in the PCC constitutional 

framework. The policy itself remains a work in progress with respect to its details.) 

2. Fair Membership Policy 

• That the membership fee be determined after discussion in this General 
Assembly, taking into account various factors. 

3. Asset Management Unit 

f 

• That the Asset Management Unit be recognized and endorsed as an income 
generating mechanism towards ensuring the PCC’s financial security and 
operations sustainability. 

• That the General Assembly receives a report on the prospect of property 
management and on the prospects of financial investments 

4. General Assembly Fund 

• That after non-payment of membership fees after 2 consecutive years, member 
churches lose their right to 50% travel subsidies to the General Assembly, (this 
is in line with WCC policies) 

• That after non-payment of membership fees after 4 consecutive years, member 
churches & NCCs lose their right to vote in the General Assembly and 
discussions about their membership status to start. 

• That member churches in relatively good financial conditions are asked to 
consider voluntarily waiving their rights to 50% travel subsidy. 


<5 
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APPENDIX III 


PAPERS OF THE 10 th PCC GENERAL ASSEMBLY 


RETHINKING OUR MISSION AND THEOLOGY IN LIGHT OF THE 
EXPERIENCE AND REALITIES OF THE PEOPLE OF THE PACIFIC TODAY 

Fr. Kevin J. Barr 


Keynote Speech 


“What God requires of us is this: to do what is just, to show constant love, 
and to live in humble fellowship with our God.” (Micah 6:8) 


Introduction 

The theme for our Conference this year is a well-known passage from the prophet Micah. 
To fully understand its meaning we need to look at the situation - the context - which 
Micah was addressing. Every prophet spoke against the background of a particular 
historical situation in which he lived. Micah lived in Judah, the Southern Kingdom, and 
was convinced that it was about to face the same kind of catastrophe as Amos had 
predicted for the Northern Kingdom (Israel). The times were bad. Not only were the 
Assyrian armies threatening various parts of the country, but serious social and religious 
problems were rife among God’s people. There was growing inequality in the nation and 
an unhealthy divide between rich and poor, the powerful and the powerless. There was 
exploitation and oppression. Fields and houses were taken by force and some were sold 
into slavery. No one was safe - especially women and children. Political and spiritual 
leaders - prophets, priests and judges - accepted bribes, merchants cheated the people 
with false measures and many people abandoned Yahweh to follow the religious cults of 
the surrounding peoples. Both the growth of social injustice and the introduction of pagan 
cults meant that the people had been unfaithful to the ideals of the Covenant. Micah (3:8) 
was inspired by a great sense of urgency and courage to speak out against what was 
happening and to affirm the need for greater justice in society and a return to Yahweh. He 
threatened punishment and doom and called for repentance but he also promised new 
hope and a better future if God’s people changed their ways. The faithful love of Yahweh 
would forgive them and take them back. It is in this context that he stressed: “What God 
requires of us is this: to do what is just, to show constant love, and to live in humble 
fellowship with our God.” (Micah 6:8) 

It is extremely important for us to note that God is not just telling his people to come back 
to him, to praise him, obey him and adore him BUT he is demanding just and proper 
relationships among his people. He demands that his people must work for justice in 
society and that they must show love, compassion and real concern for one another in 
response to the great love God has shown to them. The horizontal dimension of the 
covenant is just as important as the vertical dimension. Like all the prophets, Micah 
stresses that worship without justice in society is unacceptable to God. 


1. Jesus 
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It is interesting to reflect how Jesus in the gospels measures up to this demand of Yahweh 
expressed by Micah - to work for justice, to love tenderly and walk humbly with God. 

First, we know from the gospels that Jesus lived in a constant loving relationship with 
Abba, his Father. Luke especially tells us that Jesus had his times and places for prayer - 
in the morning and in the evening, in the garden and on the hillside. He tells us that he 
came to do the will of his Father and, on the Cross, he cries out: “Father, into your hands I 
give up my spirit”. So he certainly walked humbly with his God and remained always 
faithful to him. 

What of acting justly and loving tenderly? 

Jesus lived out his life in a particular historical context and what he said and did can only 
be fully understood in relation to that context. He came into a world where there was 
great inequality, injustice and poverty and where, for many, the Covenant had been 
reduced to strict observance of laws and ritual. There was tension between a rich upper 
class and the masses of poor people. The ruling class was made up of the high priestly 
families and the Sadducees, the great landowners, businessmen and the court circles 
around Herod. Matthew tells us that Jesus made a tour of all the towns and villages (Mt. 
9:35f) and saw with his own eyes the consequences of the economic and religious regime 
of his day. His heart was moved with compassion for those marginalized by these regimes 
- the poor, the outcasts, the so-called “sinners”, the sick and the suffering. Many groaned 
under the burden of taxes and tithes. Jesus spoke out strongly about the selfish rich, the 
oppressed poo?* and the great inequality evident in his society. He was undeniably very 
concerned about the consequences of economic injustice in the world of his time (1). 

Despite the scandal he gave to many of the “religious” people, Jesus spent much of his 
time in the company of the poor, the outcasts, the sick and the marginalized and was 
known as the friend of tax collectors, prostitutes and so-called sinners. He called them “the 
little ones” but the Pharisees referred to them as “the rabble who know nothing of the law”. 
In their eyes Jesus was nothing but trouble. 

“He hung out with the wrong people, healed at the wrong time, visited 
the wrong places, and said the wrong things. His active non-violence 
was dangerous and threatening. His actions and teaching outraged the 
religious authorities and threatened their economic and political privilege. 

(John Dear 2011:6) 

The company he kept and the great compassion he showed to the poor and oppressed 
had most important implications. As Walter Brueggemann points out: 

“Compassion constitutes a radical form of criticism, for it announces that the hurt is to be 
taken seriously, that the hurt is not to be accepted as normal and natural, but is an 
abnormal and unacceptable condition of humanness. Thus compassion thatmight be seen 
simply as generous goodwill is in fact criticism of the system, forces and ideologies that 
produce the hurt.” 
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So Jesus certainly spoke out against injustice in society and showed great love, 
understanding and compassion for the poor and oppressed - the victims of injustice. 

Thus his life exemplifies the fulfilment of Micah’s words. 

2. We turn now to the World in which We Live 

Both Micah and Jesus responded to the particular historical context in which they lived and 
addressed the problems of their time in a way they knew God wanted them to. If we today 
are faithful to the God who walks with us we too must respond to the problems and needs 
of our times - the world in which we live, the context which is ours in the Pacific today. 

Almost every country in our world today is facing the results of a huge economic crisis 
either directly or indirectly. Many say that capitalism has failed and that the extreme form 
of capitalism dominant in most countries has created greater poverty and inequality all 
over the world. Pascal Lamy (retiring Director General of the World Trade Organisation) 
recently said: “The world economy is sick. The globalised capitalist system, is at fault. ... 
We need to promote social justice”. Many countries have huge numbers of“people 
(especially young people) out of work, they face extreme austerity measures which 
diminish their quality of life, and yet the rich of the world object to higher taxes so as to 
relieve their situation. Yet some billionaires have heeded the call to share their wealth. 

In our Pacific Island countries we continue to struggle to accommodate ourselves to the 
demands of the modern world with its globalisation and urbanisation and new forms of 
technology. Our traditional values are being threatened by individualism, selfishness and 
secularisation. Poverty and inequality are increasing in most of our Pacific Island nations 
and more and more people are moving to the urban centres. Many are living in 
substandard houses in squatter settlements and many of those who are employed earn 
very low wages. While educational opportunities are improving, many of our educated 
youth are unable to find decent employment opportunities. 

Violence against women is a growing concern and there is a glaring need to inculcate a 
greater respect for women and their important roles in society. Our women and our youths 
need not only to be respected but to be empowered to assume their rightful place in the 
church and in society at large. Our churches (some more than others) have been slow to 
listen to the voices of our women and youths and to allow them to play important roles in 
our assemblies. Yet they form a large percentage of the population and have a very 
important contribution to make in the life and mission of the Church. Women have more to 
do than sweep the church, arrange the flowers and provide morning tea. And our youths 
should not be limited to old style youth group activities. Their enthusiasm and idealism 
needs to be harnessed to up-build the Kingdom of God. 

Global warming and rising sea levels are a great threat to many of our Pacific Island 
nations - not simply as scientific phenomenon but because of their effects on the lives of 
our people. The recent tsunami in the Solomon Islands, damage from two floods in Fiji, 
earthquakes and volcanic eruptions in Papua New Guinea and the disaster, caused by 
cyclone Evan in Samoa and Fiji are stark reminders of how vulnerable we are to the forces 
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of nature. Then, of course, the unresolved aftermath of nuclear testing in the Pacific is of 
on-going concern for some Pacific nations. 

It has taken a long time for Pacific Island countries to move from years of colonial 
domination to independence - to stand on their own two feet and make their own 
decisions. Some, of course, are still in the process of moving to greater self- 
determination. However there is an increasing threat that the recent influx of business 
interests from China and other Asian countries will dominate our economies and leave us 
facing new forms of dependency. It was stated at a recent meeting that “Asian sharks are 
circling in the waters of the Pacific”. Our fishing, timber, land and mineral resources are a 
great attraction for overseas interests but it is our responsibility as stewards of God’s 
creation to use our resources responsibly and in a way that is sustainable so as to benefit 
our children’s children in future generations. We must be ever watchful that our people and 
our resources are not exploited in the name of greater economic growth and attractive 
immediate benefits. In this context Trade Agreements need to be carefully scrutinised. 
Since all that we have been given ultimately belongs to God, we must one day give 
account of our stewardship to Him. What implications does this have for logging, land 
mining and sea-bed mining, fishing and real estate in our various countries? 


3. The Role of the Churches 

The Old Testament prophets and Jesus himself saw what was happening in the societies 
of their day. They were aware of the poverty, inequality and oppression faced by the 
people and spoke out in God’s name about the need for justice in society. Marcus Borg 
(2004:130) describes the great prophets of the Old Testament as “God-intoxicated voices 
of protest against the human suffering created by the unjust systems imposed by the 
powerful and wealthy”. 

Justice flows from compassion and concerned involvement in the lives of the poor and 
marginalised in ^society. It is that aspect of love and compassion which urges us to fight for 
the rights and dignity of all our brothers and sisters in the one family of God. 

When we look at the Bible - both Old and New Testaments - as well as the subsequent 
history of the Christian Church, we cannot escape the fact that often throughout history the 
Judeo-Christian tradition has been very critical of the dominant unjust socio-political- 
economic regimes of the time. As Marcus Borg (2006:27) notes: 

“Much of the Bible protests the injustice of political and 
economic systems. Indeed, perhaps half of the biblical message 
is political in this sense. Moses, the prophets, Jesus, Paul, and 
the book of Revelation all protest against human systems of 
domination and advocate a very different vision of life under 
God. They are passionately against injustice and war, the two 
great scourges of the ancient world, and passionately for justice 
and peace. In this, they participate in God’s passion, for God is 
passionate about justice and peace. Indeed, this is what the 
Kingdom of God is about. It is for the earth. It is what life 
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would be like on earth if God were king and the rulers of this 
world were not.” 

Yet somehow we Christians have come to “spiritualise” the Bible and the teaching of Jesus 
about the Kingdom as though they are speaking about another world - not this world in 
which we live. It seems that we are reluctant to face up to the consequences of Jesus’ 
message and really put that message into practice today. Yet Jesus called on his 
followers to be “light”, “salt”, and “yeast” - all images which indicate that we are to be 
instruments of change in the world of our times. Also Paul, writing to the Philippians (2:15- 
16), said: “You live in a world that is twisted out of its true pattern; and among such people, 
you must shine out, beacons to the world upholding the message of life”. But do we? Are 
the Churches in the Pacific faithfully following in the footsteps of Jesus and committing 
themselves to the up-building of the Kingdom of God which was the inspiration and driving 
force of Jesus’ life and mission? (2) 

In 2002 the late Savenaca Siwatibau (then Vice Chancellor of USP) addressed the 
Council of the South Pacific Association of Theological Schools (SPATS). He noted that in 
the past the Churches have mostly been active as social welfare agents ministering to the 
needs of the victims of society but rarely addressing the root causes that created these 
problems in the first place. He said: 

"I believe that the churches have a very important and critical 
role to play in the Pacific today .... Church leaders and 
theological teachers need to begin to question why things are 
as they are, to analyse the root causes, and to seek solutions 
rooted in the basic values of Christianity ... 

To ask questions about causes is to analyse, to publicise and to work to 
root out the causes of exploitation, of oppression and of corruption in 
our countries. It is not to be afraid to question those in power.” 

Then came these strong words: 

“Is it possible that the churches in the Pacific can be accused of 
cowardly silence or even compliance, in the face of abuse of power by 
those who wield it in our countries?" 

Mr Siwatibau noted that the Churches and Church leaders are highly respected and wield 
considerable influence in our societies and he asked what they should be doing to curb the 
scourge of corruption, entrench good governance and strong leadership in the societies of 
the Pacific: 

"The churches have an important role in assisting those who 
wield power to do so with compassion and justice. ... As a » 

layperson, my understanding is that Jesus was a social activist 
who was fearless of those in power, and did not hesitate to 
expose their hypocrisy and corruption. How far will the churches 
in today's Pacific follow his footsteps?" 

Another person who threw out a challenge to the Churches in the Pacific was Dr Manfred 
Ernst (1994:287). From his research on the churches in the Pacific he concluded: 

“1. The historic mainline churches ... must develop a critical 
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conscience for society, relate themselves creatively to the 
existent power structures and participate in the struggle for a 
truly democratic model of society. 

2. In the present situation the mainline churches are not over¬ 
politicised, as conservative opponents argue, but under¬ 
politicised. This is related to a lack of vision and has kept the 
churches too long in a role of passive spectators of an 
increasingly unjust socio-political order. 

3. In the centre of any vision should be the poor, the exploited, 
the marginal, those in need, those without voice and power.” 

Do we have the courage to take seriously those challenges of Siwa and 
Manfred? 

“Is it possible that the churches in the Pacific can be accused of cowardly silence or 
even compliance, in the face of abuse of power by those who wield it in our 
countries?" 

“A lack of vision and has kept the churches too long in a role of passive spectators 
of an increasingly unjust socio-political order.” 

But, most of all, do we have the courage to be challenged by the “dangerous memory” of 
the Jesus of the gospels who calls us to make our world the way his Father wants it to be 
- the Kingdom of God? 

The following words of Julius Nyerere (President of Tanzania) spoken in Maryknoll New 
York in 1970 could well be addressed to us today in the Pacific: 

“Until quite recently the Church has been silent on the great 
issues of people in society, or even sided with those whose 
exclusive concern was their own power and accumulation of 
riches. Even now the most usual practice of the Church is the 
upholding of the established order - regardless of its 
implications. It is this practice which we now have to change ... 

If the Church is not part of our poverty and part of our struggle 
against poverty and injustice, then it is not part of us. Unless the 
Church, its members and its organisations express God’s love for 
his people by involvement and leadership in constructive protests 
against the present conditions of mankind, then it will become 
identified with injustice and persecution. If this happens, it will 
die and, humanly speaking, it will deserve to die.” 

4. The Dangerous Memory of Jesus 

In his writings the German theologian, Johannes Metz, constantly reminded his readers of 
“the dangerous memory of Jesus” and said that, if we want to follow in his footsteps, we 
also are called to challenge the injustices of the societies in which we live. In the tradition 
of Metz, Diarmuid O’Murchu (2011) writes: 

“Jesus did not fit into the conventional culture of his day. He 
questioned many of its core beliefs. He sought to empower the 
oppressed and he paid the ultimate price for living this way. Yet 
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2000 years of tradition has replaced this Jesus with the image of a 
triumphant resurrected Lord, a holy religious preacher and a redeemer 
who shed his blood to save us, rather than the prophetic rebel who 
changed the course of history. ... The Christian message is much bigger, 
deeper and more challenging than our churches are proclaiming.” 6 

Over the years the central message of Jesus has been over-complicated by theologians, 
over-spiritualised by the pious, and tamed by the rich and powerful to suit their comfort. 
Consequently the powerful message has been obscured and the expected repercussions 
of the message on this world have been replaced with other-worldly and individual spiritual 
considerations. The centrality of the poor in the message and mission of Jesus and his 
tough words about the rich and their wealth have been tamed and watered down to make 
the ‘dangerous’ message of Jesus acceptable and harmless. 


Chris Marshall (2005:51) writes: 

“Jesus was not just a spiritual teacher with little interest in politics or 
social change. A non-political Jesus has been a basic tenet of both 
popular piety and much Christian scholarship for a long time. In this 
understanding Jesus came as a saviour, not a social activist. He 
proclaimed a spiritual kingdom not an earthly kingdom. He was 
concerned with the salvation of souls not the transformation of society. 

He called for personal holiness, not political change. Scholars and 
preachers alike have almost totally divorced Jesus from the concrete 
justice issues of his day (and therefore our day too). But it is not really 
possible to isolate Jesus from the social and political issues of his time. 

If God’s kingdom has nothing to do with the kingdoms of this world, why 
did the political rulers of this world destroy Jesus? Cf John 18:36-37” 

The Kingdom of God as preached by Jesus demands that we challenge and change the 
world of our time so that it becomes more just, more compassionate, more forgiving and 
more inclusive. Jesus is our way, our truth and our life, our saviour who shed his blood for 
us and died on the cross BUT he is also the one who calls us to be committed to the up¬ 
building the Kingdom of God - making our world the way God wants it to be. 

Some years ago Bishop Patelisio Finau wrote: 

“I think there are many ‘heavenly Christians’ in the Pacific and not enough 
Christians concerned with the real matters of this world and justice. No wonder Karl Marx 
described the Church he knew as ‘the opium of the people’. He Church talked sweet 
nothings to the pious and, like the ostrich buried its head in the sand while the world went 
to hell around it. The Churches can dope people into passivity accepting the corruption 
and abuses of the powerful. ... Let us not domesticate the prophets nor tame the Gospel.” 

Christianity was brought to the Pacific over 180 years ago by missionaries from Europe. 
They brought with them a devotional model of Christianity. Today there are many 
Christians in the Pacific. In fact we could say that in one sense we have a very Christian 
Pacific. Many Churches have been built and people are regular church-goers. They pray, 
sing beautiful hymns and read their bibles. Yet, by and large, it is not a Christianity which 
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sees itself called to be involved in the building of the Kingdom and the challenges which 
that involves. In fact we seem to have settled for a comfortable hymn-singing, bible- 
reading, church-going Christianity that seems to perpetuate privilege, ignores poverty, 
injustice and corruption and supports the way things are. Moreover, the new 
“Pentecostal/charismatic’’ Churches are also perpetuating an individualistic devotional 
Christianity (Ernst, 1994 and Barr, 1998). 

However our Christian faith is not simply a matter of accepting Jesus as our personal 
Saviour, reading our Bibles, praying, going to Church, feeling the Spirit, singing emotional 
hymns and perhaps talking in tongues. It is not a matter of “feeling good” and living on 
religious emotional highs. The following of Jesus is a call to conversion which affects 
every aspect of our personal and social lives. Conversion is a call to follow Jesus, to learn 
to have his mind and heart, to take seriously what he took seriously, to make his priorities 
our priorities, to^take up our cross every day to follow him, to fight for social justice and to 
be enthusiastic to help up-build the Kingdom of God in our world today. 

Conversion means a change of heart, a questioning of prevailing cultural values and a 
change of behaviour. We are not just called as individuals to follow Jesus. Rather we are 
called into the community of the Church to become involved in a communal struggle to 
transform our world into the Kingdom of God. Despite our denominational differences 
Ecumenism calls us to join together and struggle together to make the Kingdom of God a 
reality in our world today. Such a vision should inspire us all - especially our vouna 
people. 

5. The Prophetic Role of the Church 

In most countries of the world today there is a recognised separation of church and state. 
Both are autonomous and one is not subject to the control of the other. Society is said to 
be secularised. However this secularisation of society has given rise to two different 
interpretations and reactions. 

Some see the church as having no role to play in the development of this world. They 
think that the Church should be concerned only with ‘spiritual’ things and ‘other-worldly 
salvation’ - not with the economic, political and social decisions of this world. Religion 
(they say) should be just a private matter for individuals. Its concern should not be with 
this world but with the world to come. Some may even say that this world is evil and that 
Christians should have nothing to do with it. 

Others however react to this “privatisation” of religion - to the narrowing down of religion 
merely to the inner life of the private individual. They say that religion must always be 
personal but not private. They stress that our Christian faith cannot remain aloof from 
what happens in this world and that Christians must exert an influence in the social, 
economic and political areas of their societies. Our Christian faith must help to enlighten 
and direct our existence on earth. We cannot separate faith and life. Because politics, the 
economy, culture, and religion are all part of life, we cannot dissociate faith and the 
economy, faith and culture, faith and politics. 

It should be clear that the church does not seek to be involved in politics in the sense that 
it promotes a particular political party or political platform. But, if it is to fulfil its prophetic 
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role, it must be ‘political’ in the sense that it brings the message and values of the gospel 
to this world today. This message cannot be divorced from the economic, social and 
political dimensions of a particular historical situation and the challenges and demands 
that arise from it. 

It would be naive to think that the church must support any government simply because it 
happens to be in power. Those who use Romans 13 to uphold the statusquo 
misunderstand Paul’s meaning and the total message of the scriptures (as Rev Paula 
Niukula explains in his booklet The Three Pillars). It is incumbent upon the church in its 
prophetic role to hold up to the scrutiny of the gospel and the values of the Kingdom any 
government or regime in which it finds itself and under which its children must live, and to 
evaluate and, if necessary, criticise the actions and policies of that government. As many 
have said, the Church must be the conscience of society. 

John Yoder (1972) notes: “The Kingdom of God as envisaged by Jesus involves a visible 
socio-political-economic restructuring of relations among the people of God”. Hence the 
Church in every age must take the world seriously and involve itself in the problems of the 
world in the name of the Kingdom. This world must be the place of our activity as 
Christians. 

The Kingdom was the central message of Jesus’ preaching and the great enthusiasm of 
his life. It is what he lived for and what he died for. Yet, for many of us, the Kingdom is 
something vague and distant, something irrelevant to what we live for, pray for and work 
for. We need a wake-up call. As followers of Jesus we need to place the Kingdom at the 
centre of our lives, at the centre of our prayer and at the centre of all our ministry. The 
message of Jesus about the Kingdom of God and its implications must be spoken again in 
every age - including our own. It must address the needs and the problems faced by the 
people of this time. The message must be shaped by the message which Jesus preached 
to his contemporaries but it must be new in the sense that it addresses this situation today. 
It is about how God would see the situation now and what he wants done now (Nolan). 
How is the dream of God for our world to be expressed in terms our contemporaries will 
understand? 

Statements of the World Council of Churches and the Encyclical letters of various Popes 
(especially over the last 120 years) as well as statements from various local Churches 
have constantly addressed issues of social justice in an industrialized, modernized and 
globalised world. They establish the right and the duty of the Churches to speak out on 
issues of social concern. Statements have been made about economic issues, racism and 
discrimination, war, wages, worker’s rights, poverty and inequality, care for the 
environment and so on. These statements suggest what the Kingdom of God (as 
preached by Jesus) requires in the current conditions of our modern world. They 
contextualize what Jesus’ original message should mean for us today. 

What are the “signs of the times”, the key social justice issues that should be demanding 
our attention in the Pacific today and about which we should be speaking out? What of 
stewardship of our resources, global warming and the resettlement of populations due to 
rising sea levels? What of violence against women and children? What of corruption, 
greed, racism, poverty and growing inequality, issues of self-determination? What of 
mining and the implications of the rape of our resources for quick economic gain? 
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While we continue to have internal theological dialogue within our Churches in a spirit of 
ecumenism, we must never forget that our primary focus must be the people of God and 
the problems they face in our world today. In a spirit of ecumenism we should come 
together, read the signs of our times and speak out together on issues of importance 
facing the people of our Pacific Island societies. The Churches worldwide and in the 
Pacific should be known not only for their attitudes towards sexual issues such as 
homosexuality, gay marriage and prostitution but for their compassion towards the victims 
of HIV Aids, their defence of the dignity of women, and their efforts to strengthen marriage 
and family life. They should be at the forefront of the fight against growing poverty and 
inequality, the exploitation of workers and the domination of powerful business interests. 
They must be with the people - young and old, rich and poor, saint and sinner - as Jesus 
was, and know the problems and difficulties they face and be willing to accompany them in 
the struggle for a more just society and a better quality of life. 

We have some powerful examples of Christian leaders from various Christian 
denominations who have been at the forefront of the struggle against various forms of 
injustice: 

• Dietrich Bonhoeffer (Lutheran)who challenged Hitler in Nazi Germany; 

• Rev Martin Luther King Jun. (Baptist)who led the struggle for Civil Rights in the 
United States; 

• Archbishop Desmond Tutu (Anglican) who was outspoken in the struggle against 
apartheid in South Africa; 

• Archbishop Oscar Romero (Catholic) who became the voice of the poor in El 
Salvador. 

They all bore wounds because of the struggle but, as Rev Alan Boesak (another Lutheran) 
once said: “When we come before God to be judged, God will ask us: ‘Where are your 
wounds?’ And if we say we have no wounds, God will ask: “Was there nothing worth 
striving for?” 

We need to build up ecumenical solidarity among the Churches in the Pacific - a solidarity 
based on respect and understanding which urges us to combined action on behalf of 
greater justice for our people. Our Christian Churches should give a public, visible sign of 
unity on the great issues affecting the lives of our people. We should stand together and 
speak out together strongly and fearlessly following the example of Jesus himself. Can we 
join together in solidarity and regularly issue a common statement on a pressing issue of 
social justice? And could we ask the office of the Fiji Council of Churches to provide our 
Churches with professional training on social justice and the process of social analysis? 
Can we formulate liturgies around key social justice issues and study guides which help us 
to understand better Jesus’ message about the Kingdom of God? This world is the place 
where we must live out our Christian faith. This world is the place where we must work to 
up-build the Kingdom of God as preached by Jesus. 

6. Some Questions 

• Are the Churches in the Pacific seriously addressing the profound social and 
economic changes which have swept the Pacific in recent years? 

• Do our Churches analyse and seek to address the root causes of the problems 
faced by the people in their daily lives? 

«s 
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• Are we willing to address not only the issue of global warming but also issues of 
injustice, inequality, poverty, corruption and the misuse of power or do we say these 
are not our concern? 

• Have we reflected seriously on the model of Christianity we have inherited and the 
message we are preaching to see if it truly reflects the dangerous and challenging 
message of the Kingdom which Jesus preached? 

• Are the poor, the outcasts and so-called “sinners” of society a priority for us as they 
were for Jesus? 

• Are we so involved in narrow “spiritual” and “churchy” concerns that we fail to 
address the problems and injustices of the world around us? 

• Is it possible that the Churches could also be seen as one of the oppressive 
structures in society?Do we help to lift people out of poverty or place an extra 
burden on the poor? 

• Do we empower our people or do we keep them obedient and submissive to the 
powers that be (and so make religion the “opium” of the people)? 

• Is it possible that the churches in the Pacific can be accused of 

cowardly silence or even compliance, in the face of abuse of power by those who 
wield it in our countries? (S. Siwatibau) 

• Has a lack of vision kept the churches too long in a role of passive spectators of an 
increasingly unjust socio-political order? (M. Ernst) 

7. Charity and Justice & 

The Church has always had a reputation for working for the poor in society and Christians 
readily accepted this obligation without question. However the demand that Christians 
should also struggle for justice in society has not always been so readily accepted by all. 
As W. Sloan Coffin expressed it: “Many in the Church vastly prefer charity which in no way 
affects the status quo, to justice which immediately leads to political confrontation.” Also 
Dorn Helder Camara declared that working for the poor is acceptable but working to 
change the unjust structures in society is suspect: “The rich are prepared to talk about 
charity; but woe betide those who talk of justice, rights and structural change.” A “ministry 
of mercy” is welcomed but not a “ministry for justice”. 

Social Justice demands that we, as Christians, fight against the structural injustices which 
we have allowed to be built into the fabric of our societies - things like racism, patriarchy 
and discrimination against women, oppressive religious discrimination, economic systems 
which benefit the few at the expense of the many and so create glaring inequality, unjust 
wages and the exploitation of workers. The Bible constantly reminds us that the God of 
Justice demands that justice is done particularly to the poor and needy in society - “the 
widows, the orphans and the immigrants in the land”. 

In his famous book A Theory of Justice (1971) John Rawls writes: 

“The condition of the least privileged in society is an excellent 
touchstone of justice in any society. In other words a good way 
to measure a just society is to examine not what is happening to 
people at the top of the ladder but rather what is happening to 
people at the bottom of the ladder. The ultimate test of any nation 
is how it treats its poorest, most vulnerable and disadvantaged 
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people. A just society must be one that cares for the wellbeing of 
all - not just a few. The economic system it adopts must work 
for the good of all - not just for some to the detriment of others.” 


Jesus shows us by his example that the condition of the poorest people in our societies 
should be of vital concern to us, his followers today if we want to build a just society. We 
cannot claim to be following Jesus if the poor and ordinary people are not a priority for us. 
As Jim Wallis (1980) wrote: 

“Jesus’ relationship with the poor shows us that the Christian point of 
view must be that of those at the bottom. Their rights and needs should 
be the most determinative element of the Church’s political stance”. 

Monika Hellwig (1983) states: 

“The task of the churches is at all times to protest against injustice, to 
challenge what is inhuman, and to side with the poor and oppressed.” 

We cannot claim to know God if we are not committed to struggling for justice. Injustice 
breaks the heart of God and demands our active response. Isaiah (59:12-17) says that 
God is outraged not only by the existence of injustice but by the failure of anyone to do 
anything about it. Once we begin to see the world and its brokenness through the eyes of 
God we too will begin to share God’s anger and be moved to struggle for greater justice 
and work with God to bring about a more just and compassionate world. Consequently as 
the Ecumenical Affirmation Mission and Evangelism (1986) stated, it is imperative that, in 
the midst of so many powerful voices in the modern world, the Church must become the 
conscience of society in the name of the gospel and the voice of the poor and oppressed 
in the presence^ the powers that be. The Church must stand up for social justice and 
learn “how to speak to the ear of the King” on the people’s behalf. The Church must claim 
the right and duty to exist publicly and visibly and to address itself openly to issues of 
human concern. 

Conclusion 

Micah told us that God wants us to struggle for justice, to love our brothers and sisters 
tenderly and to always walk hand in hand with our God. His words provide a wonderful 
guideline for Christians today. 

Jesus is our example par excellence in carrying out this demand of Micah. He lived in an 
intimate loving relationship with Abba his Father. He showed great love and compassion 
for everyone - especially the poor, the sick and the marginalized. And he spoke out 
fearlessly for greater justice in his society. 

Like Jesus, Christians today must combine a life of daily prayer with awareness of the 
world around them. They must reach out to all with love and compassion and struggle for 
greater justice in society so that we help to build up the Kingdom of God and so make the 
world the way God wants it to be for his children in the Pacific. St John tells us that “God is 
love” and we know that Justice is an important aspect of love. Hence we cannot claim to 
really know God if we are not committed to doing justice. 

Three Recommendations: 
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1. The PCC Regional formation programmes involving 

@ Training in Social Justice and Social Analysis, 

• Liturgies around Social Justice themes, 

• Greater awareness of Jesus message of the Kingdom 

2. Common Ecumenical Statements on key Social Justice Issues together with a 
Common Day of Prayer and Fasting 

3. Time of the PCC Jubilee ( 5 years following 2011) leads into Social Justice in the 
tradition ofLeviticus 25:8-17 

Footnotes 

1. Rosemary Radford Ruether (1981:16) says that Jesus saw it was lust for power, wealth 
and prestige which caused so much social oppression: 

“Jesus’ critique of social oppression is directed primarily against 
the elites of his own community. These include the political 
elites, Herod and his family; the land-holding nobility who * 

reduced the peasants to indentured servants; and the religious 
elites who used the temple and the Law to lord it over the 
unwashed, uneducated and outcast.” 

3. Jesus said “I must preach the message of the Kingdom of God for that is why the 
Father sent me.” And in Luke 4:16 he announces his mission in terms of preaching 
good news to the poor, liberating captives, bringing sight to the blind and announcing a 
time of Jubilee. Then when he is about to leave this earth he says: “As the Father sent 
me, so I am sending you”. Are we faithfully committed to continuing the mission of 
Jesus? 
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The State of Ecumenism Today - Lessons learned and implications for 
the future of ecumenical relations and their significance to Stewardship 

and Self-Determination 

Paper 1: “An Alternative Passage on Familiar Waters” 

Tevita K. Havea 


Greetings 

Moderator, Deputy Moderator, Heads of Churches and delegates to the 10 th General 
Assembly of the PCC, partners, observers, women and youth, very warm Christian 
greetings to you all! 

I thank the members of the 10 th General Assembly organising committee and immediate 
past Executive Committee for the invitation to share with you my thoughts on ecumenism. 
(Slide 2) The brief on the programme suggests that I should look at the (2.1)"... present 
situation of ecumenism and ecumenical relations, and (2.2) attempts to highlight the 
achievements, challenges and implications for the future of ecumenical relations. It will 
also (2.3) highlight the significance of the Biblical imperatives to issues of Stewardship and 
Self-determination.” 

Solidarity in Word and Deed 

(Slide 3) Finding solutions to our ecumenical difficulties does not lie in words and more 
words but in solidarity in word and deed 13 (i.e., walk-the-talk and hop the walk). We 
congregate around events and issues to listen, discern, celebrate and feast; we also 
gather to seek forgiveness, peace and renewal. (3.1) But we, as churches, seldom gather 
these days to be in solidarity, and to cooperate for justice. The latter is perhaps the most 
compelling witness to the strength (or weakness) of ecumenism. That is what our fathers 
and mothers did well in the late 60s to the early 80s when they protested against the 
nuclear testings and advocated alongside some of our islands for the political 


13 t 

See Jione Havea, “Kautaha in island hermeneutics, governance and leadership.” The Pacific Journal of Theology Ser 
II No. 47 (2012): 3-13 
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independence of their countries. The least amongst PCC members was one of their main 
concerns. 

(3.2) The pioneers must have taken Paul’s instruction to the Corinthians seriously: First, 
the body is a living organism; it is alive and well when its head is no one else but Christ. 

Not the Bishop or the Moderator, not the Council or the Executive Committee, not our 
traditions or our Culture, but Christ. (3.3) Second, the body is made up of not one part but 
of many. With the diverse status and importance of each part, greater glory must be given 
to the least important part (1 Cor. 12.22-26). Thus, when the weaker members are made 
strong and well, the stronger members will grow even stronger to maintain their trusting- 
caring relationship. Unity and Diversity rooted in such a relationship would nurture a 
healthy body befitting its head: Christ. 

(3.4) Any critical reflection on how the PCC survived its journey in the past fifty years must 
be convinced of this to appreciate its struggles and will-for-survival. In doing so, we may 
be empowered in knowing that ecumenism was in its greatest strength and most apparent 
in the Pacific when the strong churches went out of their ways to care for the weak. And 
for that matter, its weaknesses may be identified when the body was broken into mere 
parts or tried to be both body and head. A church with a different head is a church with no 
head, hence, a dead church. Any strategic planning for the future endeavour of the PCC 
must keep in mind the wellbeing of the weaker churches. If we do not look after their 
interests, we may never be able to stand together in solidarity and in koinonia. 

(Slide 4) I wish to do two things in this address: (4.1) firstly, to chart the broader context of 
our region, and (4.2) secondly to present three broad strategies that I hope will contribute 
to charting an alternative course on familiar water, i.e., a renewal of our ecumenical 
relations and witness. 

(Slide 5) A Context of Insecurity 14 

(5.1) One of the latent issues is the increasingly younger population in many of our Pacific 
Island countries. In some countries, the youth accounts for about 30%-40% of a population 
of almost a million people. This is a telling statistic mainly because of the impact it will 
have not only on services and infrastructure but also on the nature of politics and church in 
the future. Further, our young people are bored. School students have little to do after 
school. Unemployment is high which means many have nothing to do after they leave 
school. They wander the streets; they even hang around the bread shops and cinema on 
Sunday afternoons. There is an incidence of experimental sex and single mothers. 

The crux of the matter is there are not enough employment opportunities and hence, they 
do not feel that they are meaningfully participating and gaining from the economy, our 
highly educated young people will turn to violent means to fulfil their aspirations (if they 
stay at home) or move overseas (hence, we will lose the gifts of our young people, i.e., 
brain-train. This will undermine not only our fledgling democracies, but the source of 
creating and distributing wealth - our economies. We should not forget the political 


14 Cf. Charles W. Forman’s “Independent Churches in an Ecumenical Age” in The Island Churches of the South 
Pacific: Emergence in the Twentieth Century (Maryknoll: Obis Books, 1982), pp. 198-224 and Feiloakitau Kalio Tevi’s 
“Ecumenism Pacifica Style,” (Unpublished Report, WCC Office in the Pacific to Executive Committee Pacific 
Conference of Churches, March 2007) 
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upheavals in Fiji, Solomon Islands and even my own country Tonga in the past 12 years. 
Indeed, there is a fine line between education and ethnic and class violence, and 
terrorism. 

(5.2) There is the issue of climate change and sea level rise that is threatening the very 
existence of some of our people. The Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC) 
has declared that our region is three times more at risk to climate change than the 
developed countries of the north. 15 The World Health Organisation (WHO) regional 
adviser to the Pacific reported that up to 10,000 people will be affected or could be dying 
each year as a result of factors associated with global warming such as severe weather 
and mosquito-borne diseases. 16 Moreover, the number of deaths due to natural disasters 
- droughts, floods and storms - increased by 30 to 40 per cent. Fiji, Samoa, American 
Samoa and Tonga, and recently here in the Solomon Islands, have certainly seen their fair 
share of devastating cyclones, tsunamis and floods in recent years. It is interesting to note 
that a new phenomenon is emerging and that is what some called climate induced 
resettlement. 

However, climate change just does not endanger human beings and their socio-political 
environment. It equally threatens to obliterate many life forms that the natural and human 
ecosystems depend on for survival and continuity of existence. As John van Klinekn 
notes, "... from 1850-1950, one animal species vanished per year. In 1989, it was one per 
day and in 2000 it was one per hour. Within 50 years, 25 per cent of animal and plant 
species will vanish due to global warming and climate change.” 17 Yet, it is not climate 
change as such but the unchecked intrusion of human beings, often driven by greed for 
wealth and power, into the delicate balance of the natural environment; from indiscriminate 
logging and mining to over-consumption and inappropriate application of bio-technology. 
The disturbing and yet challenging lesson here for us, as churches, is that we cannot 
afford to deny the gravity of the present ecological crisis. In religious language, as Ed 
Ayers writes, “God has given us an offer: to see the consequences of our actions and 
assume moral responsibility for them, or to be consumed by them.” 18 This is an offer that 
we cannot afford to ignore. 19 

(5.3) There is the breaking down of the institutions of marriage and family, where recent 
statistics suggest that about 1 in 5 marriages do not last for 10 years. Moreover, there is 
an explosion of squatter settlements in and around the urban centres in our islands. Those 
who came and settled in these settlements have either lost their land leases or moved 
because of increasing rural poverty or simply did so to give their children a better chance 
of a quality education that they would not otherwise get in the rural areas. Consequently, 
there is an increase in the population of homeless and landless families, street children, 


15 http ://www.ipcc. ch/ 
l(s The Fiji Times, 23/9/05, pgl8 

17 Cited in World Council of Churches’ Alternative Globalization Addressing Peoples and Earth, A Background 
Document to the 2006 General Assembly, Geneva, 2005, pg41. In actual figures, if the trend continues, writes Jonathan 
Sacks, "... half of the world’s total of 30 million animal and plant species will become extinct in the course of the next 
century ( The Dignity of Difference, Continuum, London, 2002, pgl63) 

18 Cited in Leonardo Boff s “Calling In Multiple Ecological Debts” in Sacred Earth, Sacred Community: Jubilee, 
Ecology & Aboriginal Peoples, Toronto: Canadian Ecumenical Jubilee Initiative, 2000, pgl47 

I9 At the same time, we should not ignore the “politics of climate change.” See Jione Havea“The politics of climate 

change, a talanoa from Oceania.” International Journal of Public Theology 4 (2010): 345-355 
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and the violent physical and/or sexual abuse of women and children in some of our island 
countries. 

Adding to this is a particular development within the area of urbanization and migration. 20 
A growing number of people now have two or three homes, in the village, the city and 
overseas. This may be leading to some confusion in values because of the strong 
possibility that children will grow up with uncles and aunts rather than parents. Although 
the adoption of children by near relatives is not unusual in the Pacific, in the past this has 
happened in the context of a reasonably stable environment - where everyone lived in the 
same village, for example. Now this adoption of children is being lived out in different 
environmental, societal and even national contexts. 

The increase in the number of deportees from overseas is very alarming. Our young 
people are deported back and reconnecting them to their family and community is no easy 
task. The generation affected by this will soon form their own sub-culture that churches 
have not been taught how to handle. Is this another factor contributing to a context of 
insecurity? Ecumenism is not just about church relations; in its centre, it is about home 
(i oikos ) relations. 

(5.4) The struggle for political self-determination is a long standing and slow moving battle 
in our region. This is certainly true for Maohi Nui, Kanaky, West Papua and Bougainville. 
Our church leaders at their meeting in Piula Theological College in 2011 certainly saw the 
need to support the political self-determination cause for Maohi Nui, thus continuing the 
tradition of our fathers and mothers in the 60s and 70s. This we must continue today. But 
self-determination does not stop there. Along with political freedom, there is also the 
collective responsibility to ensure and protect the dignity and freedom of all men, women 
and children. We must recognise that oppression, injustice and violence know no political 
boundaries, and that it is possible that we may inflict the injustices done to us during 
colonial times on our own people. The examples of Fiji and the Solomon Islands at the 
turn of the new century were examples of denial of freedom and an attack on human 
dignity. The rising incidences of violence against women and children in our island 
countries are also living examples. 

(5.5) A trend that is beginning to define our regional context much more vividly is this: the 
changing nature of the things I call “life anchors”. What we call home has become highly 
mobile, jobs that our people are engaged in have become less permanent and contractual, 
and marriage which is meant to be for life has become less permanent and unpredictable. 
These - home, job and marriage - are the things that give our people a sense of 
rootedness and permanency, even when most things around them are rapidly changing. 
Moreover, these things mean a lot to many of our Pacific societies, which depend much on 
social networks and relationships, for meaning and purpose. The increasing loss of these 
“life anchors”, with the serious lack of social welfare schemes to cushion the impact of 
increasingly liberalised economies, and young democracies, in brief, aptly describe the 
context of many of our island countries. Yet, it is within this kind of environment that many 
of us conduct our work, contemplate and minister to our people. 


20 Cf. Report on Pacific Population and Urbanization in “Population movement in the Pacific: A perspective/’® 
http://www.dol.govt.nz/publications/research/population-movement-pacific-perspective-future-prospects/01.asp 
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(5.6) While there may not be any necessary contradiction between biblical interpretation 
and theological reflection when undertaken in a faithful and scholarly manner, this age of 
relativism is affecting the way the churches interpret the scriptures. Scripture is being 
interpreted by all interested individuals, young and old, male and female, theologically 
educated or not. While we certainly do not want people to stop talking about and reflecting 
on the Scriptures, the churches need to indicate with a strong voice what is acceptable 
and what is not in terms of biblical interpretation. I recognise that different denominations 
may place an emphasis on biblical interpretation in slightly different ways. However, the 
relativism of the early 21 st century is creating a problem for all our churches. There Is too 
much room in Pacific society for interpretations that justify whatever one claims to be 
biblically significant. Biblical criticism and the methodology of biblical interpretation need to 
be fostered in the life of our churches. Otherwise we will have to live with another context 
of insecurity which affects our worship life and the fundamentals of our faith. 

(5.7) Furthermare, contextual theological reflection was encouraged when the Pacific was 
trying to find its own place in the field of theology. Has this forced Pacific thinkers to 
compartmentalise Pacific theology, distancing it from theology in other parts of the world? 
Similarly, Pacific Theology, as we used to know it, dealt with issues common to the whole 
Pacific, as in Coconut Theology, Vanua-Fenua-Fonua). That has shifted into a more 
specific emphasis on what is unique about one’s culture and faith. Theological refection 
now focuses more on what is distinctively mine and no longer on what is ours and 
common to us all. Is this yet another context of insecurity and do we need to promote a 
cross-cultural theological interpretation of events? In a cross-cultural interpretation we 
would have the chance to look beyond ourselves to others, thus exercising a more 
ecumenical approach to questions of faith and life. 

While the issues briefly outlined above indicate some problems with many of our island 
countries health and well-being, they not generate# the kind of uncertainty many of our 
people experience today. So what is it about our present situation that is so anxiety- 
creating and uncertain? Our social institutions that we depend to give us guidance in 
unfamiliar times seem to be weakening under the pressure of change, particularly changes 
brought about by technology and economics. The result, as Bishop Apimeleki Qiliho wrote 
in the context of Fiji but which is also relevant to our whole region, “is that our people are 
becoming uncertain of themselves - who they are, where they are going and their 
purpose... The nature of this insecurity, more than anything, gives rise to political and 
religious extremism that threatens our society. It is this insecurity that our leaders need to 
understand.” 21 

(Slide 6) Issues in Social Change 

(6.1) In part, I believe, the growing despair among our people has to do with the sheer 
pace of the changes we are experiencing now. And, consequently, a huge gap has 
opened up between the transformations happening around us and our people’s ability to 
respond. It is a state where the material culture such as technology, is being transformed 
faster than nom-material culture such as the modes of governance and social norms. When 
the external (material) world is changing faster than the internal (ideological, spiritual) 
world- in our mental and emotional responses - our environment becomes intensely 


21 Sunday Sun, Sunday 13 February, 2005, pgl2 
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bewildering and threatening. Societies take time to change and so do people. 22 The point 
is that while we and our people may be adaptive we are not made for constant and 
relentless change. But this is only part of the story. 

(6.2) Another more significant factor, which I alluded to above, is the breakdown of the 
institutions of social life, and hence the increasing loss of a sense of permanency. In the 
past, our people were helped to cope with change because we have what Alvin Toffler 
calls “personal stability zones” 23 or what I call “life anchors”. These were aspects of our 
lives that do not easily change, if at all. Of these, the most important were a job for life, a 
marriage for life, and a place for life. Not everyone had them, but they were not rare. 

These gave our people a sense of economic, personal and geographical continuity and 
permanency. Today, however, these things are increasingly hard to find. Paid jobs are 
becoming less permanent, and employment in general is increasingly part-time, short-term 
and contractual. Marriage, as religiously and socially accepted and recognised by law as 
between a man and a woman, and which is the very matrix of continuity for any society, is 
being eroded by serial relationships, same sex unions, cohabitation and divorce. The very 
concept of belonging to a village, a community, a neighbourhood - somewhere we belong 
and call home - is slowly disappearing. Our people travel and move often in search of 
work and employment, and/or for better healthcare and educational opportunities. The 
result of this increasing fluidity of our existence in the region is that we face an increasing 
level of uncertainty with the minimum of resources to protect us against insecurity. Change 
has become systemic and, consequently, we begin to feel that we no longer have control 
over our lives. 

(6.3) Such a situation gives rise to what social scientists call “social poverty”. It relates to 
the degree of apathy or indifference to the plight of the most disadvantaged among us. 
Central to this is the treatment of the one we consider a “stranger”. Up until now, our 
neighbour is the one who shares our ethnicity, denomination and religion. That works well 
when our horizons do not go beyond the boundary of our villages or settlements. We know 
exactly who we are, our role and our status; it was on these relationships that our ethics 
were constructed and applied. 

(6.4) However, when our world becomes larger than our villages or settlements as it is 
now, ethics become problematic. The philosopher, David Hume, notes that our sense of 
empathy diminishes as we move outward from the members of our family to our 
neighbours, our society and the world. Previously, our sense of involvement in the fate of 
others has been in inverse proportion to the distance separating us and them. The media, 
especially television, have effectively abolished that distance. Theyhave brought images of 
suffering and despair into our immediate experience. Consequently, our sense of 
compassion runs too far ahead of our capacity to act and, as a result, our moral sense is 
simultaneously activated and frustrated. We feel that something should be done, but what 
and how and by whom? 

(6.5) Thus, we are being challenged to reconsider our definition of “neighbour”. Such 
uncertainty impacts on our ability to empathise with the ‘stranger’, especially when he or 
she is not of our ethnic, denomination and/or religious group. So, on the one hand we 
seem paralysed by the demand on our compassion and on the other the seemingly 


22 ibid 

23 Alvin Toffler, Future Shock, London. Pan, 1971, pg341 
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impossible claim to consider the “stranger” as an equal to members of our denominational 
or ethnic group. This can become a deeply disconcerting experience for our people. As 
Robert Beliah wrote, “Progress seems less compelling when it appears that it may be 
progress into the abyss.” 24 


(6.5.1) As churches, our response to these deep underlying changes and challenges may 
become an oppressive burden or a means of redemption and grace to our people. 

(Slide 7) Is there an alternative passage on familiar waters? 

Familiar waters here refers to our Christian Faith Traditions. Can we find in our Christian 
Faith Tradition an alternative passage for our ecumenical journey and ecumenical 
witness? What is in our Christian Faith Tradition that can help our ecumenical journey to 
the future? 

In an age of uncertainty, our Christian faith tradition, reminds us that we are not alone, nor, 
as Bishop Apimeleki Qiliho wrote, “... are we bereft of guidance from the past. The sheer 
tenacity of our Christian tradition - so much longer-lived than political systems and 
ideologies - suggests that it speaks to something enduring in our human character.” 25 But 
our response cannot lie at the level of detail. Faced with fateful choices as we are now, our 
people need wisdom. Our Christian faith tradition is one of our rich resources at this time. 

It sustains reflections of our place in nature and what constitutes the proper goals of our 
societies and personal lives. It builds communities; shapes lives and tells the stories that 
explain us to ourselves. It frames the rituals that express our aspirations and identities. 

(7.1) But what can we, as churches, contribute or say in an era that is increasingly marked 
by despair when we ourselves seem powerless? I believe that we need to align ourselves 
more and more with the decisive biblical view about (7.2) who we are: people created in 
the image of God, and because of it, possess the power to choose, act and take 
responsibility for our destiny (Gen 2-3). That is what is so revolutionary, yet extraordinary 
about the Genesis narrative and the Exodus experience. (7.3) We must reclaim the belief 
that the source of action and responsibility lies within ourselves. That is the first step. 

(Slide 8) With God and in God—we find who we are and what we are to ourselves and 
others, including God. (8.1) That is, to be ecumenical, our faith in God must be 
ecumenical. It is wrong to try and convince other churches to have ecumenical relations 
with us and others when we are not ecumenical. (8.2) Likewise, it is wrong to think that 
our denominational grouping is the enemy of ecumenical unity and witness. We must be 
faithful to our own denominations because we can only be ecumenical as who we really 
are. 

The prophets in the Old Testament and Jesus in the New Testament were amongst the 
first to think globally, to conceive of a God transcending place and national boundaries and 
to think of humanity as a single moral community linked by a covenant of mutual 
responsibility. They conceived of society as a place where justice rolls down like water and 
righteousness like a never-ending stream (Micah 6.6-8) and of the future in which war had 
been abolished and peoples lived together in peace (Micah 4.1-5). These insights and 


24 Robert Beliah, Habits of the Heart, London, Hutchinson, 1988, pg277 
25 Sunday Sun, February 13, 2005, pgl2 
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aspirations have lost none of their power. This then should be the basis of our renewed 
ecumenical journey, based on the reinterpretation of Jesus’ prayer for unity; unity not of 
faith but one of purpose. 

(Slide 9; 9.1) The second step, in my view, is that we need to renew our model of 
ecumenism and ecumenical witness. This task is not easy. In reflecting on our people’s 
efforts to rebuild after political crisis or natural disasters, I have come to deeply appreciate 
the difference between hope and optimism. Optimism is a passive virtue and it takes no 
courage to be an optimist. Hope, on the other hand, is an active virtue and it takes a great 
deal of courage to have hope. In biblical theology, hope is the knowledge that we can 
choose; that we can learn from our mistakes and act differently next time; that history is a 
long slow journey to redemption, whatever the digressions and fateful turns along the way. 
As churches, therefore, we cannot afford to be optimists only. Our present Pacific context 
compels us, as churches, to seek a new way of engaging with our people’s struggle for 
meaning and purpose. Because we are not products of forces beyond our control, (9.2) we 
need a moral vision that situates the source of action and responsibility within ourselves. 
The construction of such a vision will, therefore out of necessity, include the key values of 
human dignity, justice, compassion, hope, and peace. (9.3) This engagement with our 
people’s struggles for justice and peace is also an engagement in self-determination and 
stewardship. This is the connection between ecumenism, self-determination and 
stewardship. 

5i» 

(Slide 10) To those of us who believe that our region and its conditions are essentially 
tragic just because external forces say so, our region will reveal itself as a series of 
tragedies. To those of us who believe that we can rewrite the script of our region and its 
conditions, history will reveal itself as a series of slow, faltering steps to more gracious and 
compassionate, just and inclusive Pacific societies. Our fathers and mothers in the 1960s 
to the 80s belonged to the latter group of people. Their ecumenism was defined by the 
strength of their solidarity and action for justice, freedom and the development of our 
people. That is the example we must follow, and our discernment and actions must be 
inspired by the Spirit of the Lord. This task is urgent because if we fail to genuinely make 
the effort to understand the root causes of injustice, aggression, forms of conflict and 
climate change, and what makes people despair and renders them vulnerable to the cruel 
forces of nature, violence will, in the midst of great advances, characterize this new 
century for our people. We need such a vision to chart our journey to the future, even if it 
on familiar waters. 26 

(10.1) There is an urgent and momentous call, especially in the times we now live, and 
that is the call to dialogue. Dialogue is not about sharing words but also encouraging 
people to engage. This is because the moral issues involved in our time are among the 
most important we must face this century - climate change, growing poverty, political crisis 
and growing despair - if we are to protect the dignity, creativity and freedom of our people. 


26 S. Wesley Ariarajah (Axis of Peace Christian Faith in Times of Violence and War, Risk Books, WCC publications, 
Geneva, 2004, pp 111-37) proposes three guiding principles: justice, reconciliation and non-violence, and adds that these 
have global significance because they are intrinsic to tire world’s great religions. Basing on the Bible and theology, he 
further discusses in detail the meaning of these principles and their implications on social, political and economic 
relationships. 

Report of the 10th PCC General Assembly 106 


3-10, Mar, 2013 Honiara Solomon 





(10.2) Dialogue will enable us to construct such a moral vision, and this is not an option. 

No doubt, we have acquired fateful powers; we can heal or harm, mend or destroy on a 
scale unimaginable to previous generations. 1 believe that the only effective antidote to 
despair and conflicts is dialogue with a purpose. This is a very crucial issue not only for 
ecumenical relations. (10.3) Dialogue is about speaking our fears and listening to the fears 
of others with a serious intention to do something about it. In sharing our vulnerabilities, 
we discover a genesis of hope. In this regard, I believe that our churches bear a great 
responsibility. Our Christian faith can be a source of discontent but it can also be a force 
for justice and peace. We are familiar with the former but the latter is where our hope must 
lie if we are to create a regional solidarity strong enough to bear the strains that lie ahead 
for our people. Our Christian faith must become an active voice and force for hope, peace 
and for justice. 

(10.4) This, however, will require great courage, and perhaps something more than 
courage: a candid admission that we have not always sought the justice and compassion 
of God; that we seldom raise our voices in protest when our Christian faith is invoked as a 
justification for conflict, hatred and indifference to the plight of the least among us, the 
poor. Our fathers and mothers acted thus in the 60s, 70s and 80s. We must reclaim that 
spirit today. We must teach and lead our people to withhold the robe of sanctity when our 
Christian faith is sought as a cloak for violence, environmental destruction and economic 
injustice; and if our Christian faith is enlisted in the cause of conflict and hatred, we must, 
equally and in contrast, raise a clear voice in the name of peace, justice and compassion 
for our people. Our people need to hear our collective, our ecumenical voice and action. 

(Slide 11) Strategies 

I would like to suggest three strategic goals for our consideration. 

• (8.1) Firstly, we need an ecumenical programme on formation in Biblical morality, 
governance, social justice and stewardship at the regional, national and local levels. 
The purpose of this is to engender a clear understanding of God’s vision for the 
created world. However, such a programme would be more than just another meeting 
or conference. Such a programme would involve lifestyle and perspective changes 
over a number of years. 

• (Slide 12) Secondly, we need to undertake a journey of ecumenical renewal in the next 
five years, recapturing the spirit of ecumenical witness and visibility of our fathers and 
mothers in the early years of the ecumenical movement in the region. 

• (Slide 13) Thirdly, we need to encourage our youth population and women to participate 
more actively in our ecumenical journey. Gender and intergenerational relations are 
prerequisites to ecumenical relations. The older we are, the deeper our roots are in the 
past and the less able we are to see ways in which the future is developing. Do we 
want to keep hearing opinions from the past or aspirations for the future? 

Our hope is when we return four or five years from now, we come to celebrate the fact 
that Isaiah’s humanitarian vision have been fulfilled in our churches: “children do not 
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die; old people live in dignity; those who build houses live in them; and those who plant 
vineyards eat the fruit” (Isa 65.20-23). 27 

(Slide 14) Conclusion 

(14.1) In conclusion, I wish to implore you once again. As Churches, we must speak the 
silent cry of those among us who today suffer from hunger, disease, powerlessness and 
lack of freedom, as mandated by our Biblical tradition. (14.2) Our voice must be a voice for 
peace, justice, compassion and hope. Giving voice to the voiceless, since the days of the 
prophets and Jesus, has been a classic task of our Christian tradition and one of its most 
majestic virtues. Even Karl Marx, one of Christianity’s greatest critics, notes that religious 
suffering is at the same time an expression of real suffering and a protest against real 
suffering. Religion, he says,"... is the sigh of the oppressed creature, the feeling of a 
heartless world, the soul of the soulless conditions.” 28 (14.3) The ultimate purpose of this 
task is to renew our people’s confidence and capacity to choose, act and take the 
responsibility to gift to the next generation a region and societies that are rnuch better than 
the ones we have now. 

(Slide 15) The Humanitarian Vision: 

Once again, I wish to thank the Moderator and his committee for giving me this opportunity 
to share with you. I wish the delegates a wonderful experience of our ecumenical journey 
during this week and may the Spirit of God guide us in our deliberations on the issues 
before us. 

Thank you for listening and may God bless you all .... Malo ‘aupito. 


$ 


27 See Raymond Fung ,The Isaiah Vision: An Ecumenical Strategy for Congregational Evangelism, WCC Publications, 
Geneva, 1992 

28 Cited in Don Cupitt’s The Sea of Faith, London, BBC, 19S4, ppl39~47 
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(Micah 6:8) 


Report of the 10th PCC General Assembly 


109 


3-10, Mar, 2013 Honiara Solomon 





Salutations & Introduction 


I would like to thank the PCC Secretariat for inviting me to be one of the speakers at this 
10 th General Assembly of the Pacific Conference of Churches. It is a great honour for me 
to be given such opportunity in such occasion. I am also quite humbled to be speaking 
along very senior and experienced persons in our ecumenical family, namely Dr Turo 
Raapoto, Father Kevin Barr, Rev DrTevita Havea and Suliana Siwatibau. 

On Monday Father Kevin Barr gave us a very good background to Micah 6:8, which says, 
“Do justice, love mercy and walk humbly with your God.” He gave the economic and social 
background to the text, and it is against that background that the text must be first 
understood before we attempt to interpret its significance for out contexts today. To that 
excellent presentation, 1 would like to add that what Father Barr said concerning the text 
has very close connections with the topic for this session. To ‘do justice’ involves 
stewardship of opportunities, wealth, resources. To ‘love mercy’ involves the distribution 
and stewardship of opportunities and acts of compassion. To ‘walk humbly with your God’ 
involves stewardship of time, expertise, talents and gifts. In fact both economic justice and 
ecological justice belong together in stewardship as I will explain shortly. 

PART 1: THE BROADER CONTEXT AND PERSPECTIVE 

Stewardship as a Theological Imperative 

Stewardship is both a theological and biblical imperative, but why so? Calvin Dewitt 
outlines Seven Degradations of Creation which provide the justification for our 
involvement. 29 

Seven Degradations of Creation - by Calvin Dewitt 

1. Alteration of the Earth’s energy exchange with the sun results in global warming 
and loss of the ozone shield. 

2. Land degradation through erosion, salinization, and desertification. 

3. Deforestation yearly removes 100,000 square miles of primary forest and 
degrades an equal area. 

4. Species extinction results in the elimination of three species of plants and animals 
per day. 

5. Water quality degradation defiles ground water, lakes, rivers, and oceans. 

6. Waste generation and global toxication results from atmospheric and oceanic 
circulation of materials (pollutants) released into them 

7. Human and cultural degradation threatens and eliminates formerly sustainable 
human communities and the food and garden varieties they grew. 

<$> 

Stewardship - Oikonomia: Biblical and Theological Perspectives 
Let me now address the question, “what is stewardship?” In the Bible as a whole there are 
26 direct references to the “steward” and most of these are in the New Testament. The 
Greek word that is commonly translated as “steward” in English is oikonomos. The word 
oikonomos comes from two Greek words oikos and nomos. Oikos means ‘the inhabited 
house’ or ‘home’ or ‘dwelling.’ Nomos (from nemein) means to allot, to manage. 


29 Accessed from http://iohnsilvius.cedarville.org/2600/3110degradations.pdf. retrieved 16-02-13 
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The steward or oikonomos is, therefore, ‘the manager of household affairs ... who has 
responsibility for planning and administering the affairs of a household . ,30 Oikonomia or 
stewardship then is the proper and careful management of a household by the steward 
who has the complete trust of his master in the execution of his role. Oikonomia is not only 
about financial and property management; it involves management of the entire 
household. 

It is important at this point to make two other terms closely connected to stewardship, 
o First, the word ‘economics’ derives also from oikos and nomos. What this means is 
that wha£> we call economics (or what Geoff Davis refers to as ‘economia’ 31 ) is more 
than what the term commonly connotes in our vocabulary today, which is a very 
academic, highly abstract and elitist understanding, 
o Second, the word ecology’ is also derived from two Greek words, oikos and logos , 
where logos generally mean ‘word’ or ‘study. 3 Putting these together, oikos - logos , 
or ecology means ‘the study of the home or household, the study of the way things’ 
relate and are integrated to make the home work.’ 32 

Economics and ecology therefore belong together in stewardship. In truth, however, 
economics has been divorced from ecology, and this has resulted in the exploitation of 
and damage to the ecology. Economic progress and development has been achieved at 
the cost of the ecology when in fact these two belong together. 

Stewardship and Dominion: Challenge to Interpretation and Understanding 

Since the 1960s the abuse and exploitation of the Earth has been blamed to a large part 
on Christianity, especially on the Judeo-Christian creation narratives in Genesis chapters 
one and two. The focus of such criticism is on God’s command to Adam and Eve to, “Be 
fruitful and multiply, and fill the earth and subdue it; and have dominion over the fish of the 
sea and over the birds of the air and over every living thing that moves upon the earth,” 
(Genesis 1:28, NRSV). Let me give two examples of these criticisms. 

In a lecture given in 1967 Lynn White Jr. said the following, and I quote, “Especially in its 
Western form, Christianity is the most anthropocentric religion the world has seen. 
Christianity ... not only established a dualism of man and nature, but also insisted that it is 
God’s will that man must exploit nature for his proper end,” unquote. 

Second example: Bill McKibben in his book on global warming reports: 

In fact, to the degree that our dominant Judeo-Christian tradition is seen as saying 
anything about nature, it is usually seen as anti-environmentalist, as elevating man 
above all others. The Genesis story, with its emphasis upon domination ... appears 
the perfect rationale for cutting down forests, running roads through every wild 
place, killing off snail darters. 33 


30 

J. Douglas Hall, The Steward: A Biblical Symbol Come of Age (Michigan: Eerdmans, 1991), 141. 

See Geoff Davis, Economia: New Economic Systems to Empower People and Support the Living World (Svdnev 
ABC Books, 2004). 

32 

See http://www.sacc.ore.za/news07/oikos.html 

33 Bill McKibben, The End of Nature (New York: Random House, 1989), 74. It must be stated that in the pages that 
follow, McKibben provides a ‘more informed and sensitive estimate of the Bible and stewardship of the planet,” James 
Limburg, “The Responsibility of Royalty: Genesis 1-11 and the Care of the Earth,” Word and World 11/2 (1991), foot 
note 3 on page 125. 
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How are we then to respond to such criticisms? Attempts have been made to interpret the 
text, and other related texts, to address what appears to be ‘an invitation to use nature as 
a convenience.’ James Limburg makes two important points: 34 first, he argues that the 
occurrences of ‘dominion’ must be sought not in isolation from but in association with its 
occurrences in Scripture. He then concludes that ‘In passages where the same “have 
dominion” verb occurs, the emphasis is on gentleness and on an active program of caring 
that results in shalom.’ 35 Second, he argues that the fact that adam (translated humankind) 
was created from adamah (ground) shows the commonality of human beings with their 
natural environment. 

Ken Gnanakan shares the views of Limburg and explains further how dominion should 
also be understood in its wider contexts, given the various uses and nuances in 
scripture. 36 In summary Gnanakan explains dominion in the following ways: God the 
Shepherd of Israel sanctioned dominion in love as a shepherd loves and cares for his 
sheep; God sanctioned dominion with creativity, not for the destruction of nature; dominion 
is to be exercised in the interest and welfare of others; just as Adam and Eve were 
commanded to till and keep the garden, dominion is to be exercised in servant-hood; 
dominion is to be exercised with respect and justice. Gnanakan makes the point that the 
Hebrew word shamar, which means ‘to keep’ moves closer to the noun ‘steward’ or 
‘trustee’ implies ‘watchful care and preservation of the Earth.’ 37 

PART 2: CONTEXT IN OCEANIA 

Oikos, Oikonomos and Oikonomia in Oceania: beginning where we are. 

For us the oikos consists of all the land and islands that dot the Ocean, and the reefs and 
lagoons and seas that surround the islands. In our common usage the land and sea 
embody the terrestrial and marine ecosystems. The land and sea and everything that 
these two constitute is our oikos, it is our home and/or household. Moreover, the 
underlying and guiding spirituality, the values and processes that constitute our being and 
identities and our interconnectedness are part and parcel of our oikos. 

In the traditional-cultural sense the stewards range from the basic family unit to clans and 
tribes and communities. Families, clans, tribes and communities are attached to culturally 
predetermined areas of land. They are trusted guardians of what have been passed down 
through generations. The more common terms used for this management role in traditional 
Oceania are: keep, guard, care for, look after, share, and use wisely. These are the 
foundations for rules or norms that embody the concept of stewardship of the home, and 
the goal is for the good of all. Unfortunately, the reality is that the power to decide the use 
of these components of the oikos is increasingly in the hands of a very few people, usually 
male figures, in cohort with foreign powers. The situation is made even more complex now 
by moves to reform customary land tenure in countries such as PNG, Solomon Islands, 
Vanuatu and Samoa. Churches must be ever vigilant and take a more proactive, and if 
needed resistive, stance in safeguarding their members’ livelihoods and future. 


34 James Limburg, “The Responsibility of Royalty: Genesis 1-11 and the Care of the Earth,” Word and World 11/2 
(1991). 

35 Limburg, 126. 

36 For a detailed discussion see his chapter 5 on “Dominion or Domination.” 

37 Limburg, 55. 
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Stewardship, Environment and Climate Change 

Dr Havea made mention of many environmental challenges yesterday so I will not go into 
them. However, I would like say the following in relation to climate change and the 
resultant rises in sea levels. The immediate effects of climate change are seen and 
experienced more in some countries and less in others. It is perhaps known to many of us 
that the low-lying atoll island nations within Oceania including Tuvalu, Kiribati, Tokelau, 
Marshall Islands, Cook Islands, and even the low-lying atolls of bigger island nations such 
as the Carteret Islands of Papua New Guinea, or Ontong Java and Lord Howe in Solomon 
Islands, are most vulnerable to climate change. The eroding of shorelines due to sea level 
rises is not simply about geomorphic changes. Rises in sea level and the resultant eroding 
of shorelines have direct impacts on people’s lives in many ways, including the following: 
o First, endangering food security due to washing away and increasing salinization of 
coastal areas where certain food crops are planted or grow, such as coconuts and 
babai (giant taro, aiocasiamacrorrhiza) 38 

o Second, endangering both water and food security due to seepage of sea water 
into water tables that results in brackish water which is neither suitable for human 
consumption nor good for the growth of many plants, 
o Third, relocation of homes and villages with all the inconveniences, emotional and 
spiritual anguish that it brings - the sense of social and psychological dislocation, 
o Fourth, questions of identity as people are uprooted from places that gave birth to 
and nurtured their identity for generations and shift to new and strange places, 
o Fifth, deep questions of faith and spirituality come to the fore; where is God and 
how could we understand God in the context of rising sea levels, eroding shorelines 
and disrupted lives. 

Climate change calls for our ecumenical stewardship solidarity, and in the immediate 
scenario this means putting priority to assist the most vulnerable in perhaps small but 
practical and meaningful ways. In the present time the most vulnerable countries are 
working on mitigating measures and actions to try to minimise the negative and destructive 
effects of sea level rises. Take Kiribati for example: replanting of mangroves began in 
2010, and one high profile personality who helped in the planting of mangroves was the 
Secretary General of the United Nations. Ecumenical stewardship solidarity for such 
mitigating action in Kiribati and other low-lying atoll countries might mean sending some 
money to the Kiribati Protestant Church and the Catholic Church in Kiribati to help plant an 
additional or two mangroves along the shorelines. 

Stewardship and Management of Resources 

Before the rise and growth of the industrial and technological revolution and the concurrent 
rapid developments in scientific methods of research and analysis in the seventeenth and 
eighteenth centuries, the natural environment, or nature, was directly and intimately 
interconnected with human livelihood and sustenance. With the industrial and 
technological development and growth, which were supported by developments in so- 
called objective science, the view and attitude toward the natural environment changed in 
very significant ways. Nature became objectified and commoditised; it became separated 
from the human and became an object for study and analysis; an untouched frontier for 
science to discover and conquer. The idea of oikos or home diminished under the powerful 
pressures of science and capitalist masters and elites. The land, forests, trees, rivers, 


38 Babai is the Kiribati name for the giant taro; in Tuvalu it is puluka\ in Samoa it is talanu: in Fiji it is viamiloa; and in 
Solomon Islands it is commonly named kakake. 
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minerals, animals, fish, etc. became natural resources and factors of production and 
converted into commodities to serve the capitalist market. The exploitation of the oikos , or 
ecology, continued unabated today under the consuming and ever-growing powers of 
economic globalisation and neo-liberal economic policies of the industrialised West. 
Stewardship of resources must, as a matter of urgency and necessity, be jointly seen and 
accepted as the role of governments, churches as well as environmental NGOs and civil 
society groups in our region. However, focusing on the church sector in particular, the 
following three areas are worth our consideration. 

o First, we must revisit our use of language. The educational, creative and 

transformative power of language must never be underestimated, ever. Economic 
terms such as “resources” and “factors of production” create a dualism, a 
separation between us humans and our environments, and this perpetuates our 
economic use mentality while at the same time weakens our livelihood attitude 
toward the environment, our oikos. 

o Second, we must actively participate in all forums and processes as ways and 
means to inform and educate and involve churches and communities on critical 
issues, such as land reforms, resource use and management, trade negotiations, 
etc. This was the call made by the Deputy Prime Minister in his opening address, 
and we must take this seriously, and make our presence and position clear in our 
partnership with the state and state actors. Churches cannot and must not remain 
uninterested spectators while the very people we claim to serve and care for are 
bombarded from every side. 

o Third, we must revisit, strengthen and expand our understanding of and 

commitment to “home”. Dr Havea rightly pointed out yesterday that our sense of 
home has changed dramatically so it is in such context that our churches must aim 
to recapture the expansive nature of oikos, without forgetting that where we are is 
where we must begin. Oikos transcends the family as home and includes the village 
and the forests, estuaries, hills, valleys and mountains, the rivers and seas. The 
concept of “home-making” must be explored, re-visioned and taught in our 
churches. 39 I will say a bit more on this in the concluding part of this paper. 

Ethics in governance and leadership 

The metaphor of oikos or home brings to mind “rules” that are necessary for its 
functioning. Generally speaking it is to be expected that a family home has certain rules, 
written or unwritten, that govern what happens. In most of our families we have basic rules 
or guidelines; these rules are just as relevant to the Earth as a whole. Take for example 
the following rules that are perhaps common to most, if not all, of Oceanian homes: 49 

• Rule 1: Take only your share. 

• Rule 2: Share what you have. 

• Rule 3: Clean up after yourself. 

• Rule 4: Give the respect that is due to other family members. 

• Rule 5: Keep the house in good repair for others. 


39 For a helpful discussion see Neil Darragh, At Home in the Earth: Seeking an Earth-centred spirituality (Auckland: 
Accent Publications, 2000). 

40 Adapted from Sallie McFague, A NewClimate for Theology: God, the World, and Global Warming (Minneapolis: 
Fortress Press, 2008), 53. 
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When taken seriously the home metaphor is filled with potential as well as practicalities 
that could transform how we live, walk and work on our part of the Earth as oikos. For 
instance, the first rule “Take only your share” sets the limits on what one takes or uses; its 
aim is to ensure that each member of the home uses/receives what is rightfully his or hers 
by virtue of being a part of the family, being part of the oikos. This rule and ethic is 
opposite to global consumer ethic of individual and corporate accumulation and profit 
hording that is pushed by global neo-capitalism. The second rule “Share what you have” 
thinks of and makes room for the other. It is a rule that connects the welfare of one 
member to other members of the family. It is an ethic whose goal is to “regulate” the 
distribution of benefits that rightfully belong to the entire household. In short, the ethic of 
sharing is a form of distributive justice. The third rule “Clean up after yourself highlights 
the need for family members to take responsibility in making sure that the home is always 
clean and tidy and everything is in its proper place. It is to make sure that the home is not 
dirty or smelly and not littered or polluted with all kinds of rubbish. The ethic of cleanliness 
is important both for the family home and for the Earth as oikos. The fourth rule “Give the 
respect that is due to other family members” ensures that each member of the household 
is respected for who he or she is regardless of age, sex, opinions and affiliations. The ethic 
of respect is integral to the dignity of each and every member of the household. The fifth 
rule “Keep the house in good repair for others” highlights the future importance of the 
home and all family members who will continue to live in it. It stresses the upkeep of the 
home and places upon its present dwellers the huge responsibility of making sure that it 
remains in a liveable state for future generations. The ethic of care has a future aspect 
that depends on, and is consequent to, its exercise in the present. These basic rules of a 
family home are just as important for the earth as our oikos. 

Duties toward those affected in societies due to diseases such as HIV & AIDS 

Each and every human being is a member of the oikos, the Earth. Natural disasters, 
human-induced disasters, diseases and sicknesses are part of the story of this one oikos. 
From this global-macro perspective stewardship involves addressing the HIV and AIDS 
pandemic. The important question from a stewardship perspective is: how do we as 
churches in Oceania respond to the HIV-AIDS pandemic? Many good and excellent 
proposals and moves have been made and the following perspectives and ideas may 
provide some pointers. 

1. HIV and AIDS: Outcome of Sinful Sexual Living? There is the assumption, or even 
belief, in many churches that HIV is always contracted as a result of sinful sexual 
relations. Such sinful sexual relations include every kind of sexual relations and 
activities outside of the biblically mandated sexual relations in a heterosexual 
marriage relationship. In many of our societies, there is already stigma associated 
with high sexual activity so contracting HIV through sexual relations leads to even 
deeper stigmatisation. However, it must always be borne in mind that ‘HIV 
transmission does not result solely from sexual activity, and that unhygienic 
methods of collecting blood, failure by governments to screen blood donations, the 
use of shared needles for injecting drugs, [babies born to infected mothers], can 
also cause HIV transmissions.’ 41 


41 Gill, 24. 
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2. HIV and AIDS: God’s Punishment for Sinful Sexual Living? Many interpret HIV and 
AIDS as punishment or curse from God upon people who live in sinful sexual 
relations. Behind this view is an Old Testament image of an angry God who visits 
wrath and punishment upon those who sin and stray from his ways. Let me remind 
us of two things: first, when asked by his disciples on more than one occasion if sin 
was the cause of someone’s illness, Jesus replied in the negative. Second, we must 
remember that many women and young girls contract HIV not because they chose 
freely to engage in risky sexual relations but due to situations and a combination of 
factors beyond their control. Many young girls and women are forced by extreme 
economic and financial hardships, or poverty and destitution, into dangerous and 
vulnerable sexual situations where they contract HIV; many contract HIV in 
situations of war, violence and hostilities and rape; many contract HIV due to 
cultural expectations and practices of marriage, and so on. 

Churches in our region must seriously address the above two misconceptions and 
wrong theologies. A good way to do this is to device educational and advocacy 
programs centred on sexual morality. 

3. Addressing Stigma: people who have HIV and AIDS are stigmatised for the reasons 
stated above. The stigma is not simply from social and cultural corners but most 
unfortunately from biblical and theological corners; that is, HIV carriers and AIDS 
sufferers are made to feel guilty because of their supposedly sinful sexual lifestyles. 
This attitude and view is wrong and un-Christ like and must therefore stop. Church 
leadership in our region needs to do more in-depth and informed reflections on HIV 
and AIDS from various perspectives - theological, ethical and human rights - and 
engage their members in awareness and advocacy activities. 

4. Church as Sanctuary of Loving Compassion: an important aspect of stewardship 
as mentioned earlier is care. Churches must become sanctuaries of compassion for 
HIV carriers and AIDS sufferers: The responsibility of the Church is to clearly 
articulate its sympathy and solidarity with all AIDS victims, to show love and non- 
judgmental acceptance, and to demonstrate that love by directing a massive 
practical effort to alleviating their physical and emotional sufferings.’ 42 For this to 
happen our church members must be made aware of the facts of HIV and AIDS. 

5. Openness to Discuss Sexuality as Integral to Spirituality: it has been said many a 
time that sexuality is a taboo subject in Oceanic cultures. This is both true and false. 
In gender-specific gatherings and forums issues of sexuality are discussed openly, 
perhaps more in an atmosphere of non-seriousness and fun. In forums and 
gatherings that comprise all genders, issues of sexuality are a taboo. As mentioned 
briefly above there is need for churches to device educational and advocacy 
programs centred on sexual morality. This is a sensitive and probably divisive issue 
but it is one that needs attention by our churches, instead of keeping the lead on it. 


42 Gill, 75. 
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PART 3: CONCLUDING REMARKS - IMPLICATIONS FOR MISSION 


Reverend Dr Havea highlighted the importance of interpretations of biblical and theological 
texts and sources within given parameters. Let me take the risk and suggest some starting 
points for us to begin, and here I am focussing on us the churches, especially on our 
theologies. 

First, our theology of mission needs to move on from redemption-oriented to creation- 
oriented. Because of its redemption-orientation mission theology has always and only 
focussed on the redemption of human souls. When mission is seen as part of stewardship, 
we have a creation-oriented theology of mission. It is a theology that emphasises and 
highlights the goodness in/of creation. In view of the central significance of land, sea, air 
and all their constituents, to the wellbeing of the peoples of Oceania, churches must be 
encouraged to have a view and understanding of mission that transcends the salvation of 
human beings. In fact in our traditional religions and cultures salvation was experienced 
within the context of immediate and total environment. We used herbs, leaves, sea 
materials etc. to secure healing and well-being. God’s salvation through Jesus Christ did 
not and does not do away with the beneficial and saving or healing elements that are 
available in our environment. It is therefore part and parcel of the mission of the church to 
ensure that God’s mana, grace, and blessing through our environments are cared for. 
Practical steps that could be encouraged and supported by our churches include the 
deliberate cultivation of such medicinal plants and herbs. 

Second, our churches must explore further the power of the metaphor of oikos, especially 
its ability to bring together three key ecumenical themes which have their roots in the 
metaphor 43 These are, firstly, economic justice in the midst of economic injustices and 
multiple other forms of injustices that are inherent in the prevailing neo-liberal economic 
order; secondly, ecological sustainability in the context of the degradation and destruction 
of ecosystems, both terrestrial and marine ecosystems; and thirdly, ecumenical fellowship, 
even in the midst of multiple divisions which characterise Christianity all over the world. 
When we combine these three themes - economic justice, ecological sustainability, 
ecumenical fellowship - we are bound to discover important biblical and theological 
imperatives for Christian stewardship and mission. Here are some: 

1) ‘An ecological doctrine of creation based on the indwelling of God’s Spirit in 

creation.’ 44 So many Christians are unaware or ignorant of the biblical truth that we 
humans share the same air, spirit or breath ( ruach ) of God with all other creatures: 
Psalm 103:29-30 (NRSV) says the following - “When you hide your face, they are 
dismayed; when you take away their breath, they die and return to their dust. When 
you sent forth your spirit they are created; and you renew the face of the ground.” 
Our traditional-cultural view and experience of spiritual presences throughout the 
land can also be interpreted as signs of the presence of God’s Spirit. Our churches 
must revisit inherited Christian teachings on the Spirit which only stress her 
presence and role in the life of faith, in the church, and in human salvation, and to 
see and experience her presence and work in all creation. The well-known German 
theologian Jurgen Moltmann says the following, and I quote: ‘... experience of the 


43 Ernst S. Conradie, “What on Earth is an Ecological Hermeneutics? Some Broad Par am eters,” in David G Horrell, 
Cherryl Hunt, Christopher Southgate and Francesca Stavrakopoulou (eds.). Ecological Hermeneutics: Biblical, 
Historical and Theological Perspectives (London: T & T Clark International, 2010. 

44 Conradie, 310. 
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life-giving Spirit in the faith of the heart and in the sociality of love leads of itself 
beyond the limits of the church to the rediscovery of the same Spirit in nature, in 
plants, in animals, and in the ecosystem of the earth.’ 45 It is now time for our official 
church teachings and doctrines on the Spirit to accommodate and advance this 
ecological ( oikos-logos ) insight and wisdom based both on Scripture and our 
traditional religions and cultures. 

2) ‘An anthropology of stewardship ... or one of being “at-home-on-earth.”’ 46 Earth is 
home to humanity, and where we live is our little part of this home, and we are to 
take care how we live. There is no other earth. As Father Kevin Barr rightly pointed 
out on Monday the kingdom that Jesus preached and practised is for this Earth. Our 
churches must revisit the populist but I would say inappropriate teaching that this 
earth will disappear and a new earth and new heaven will appear. This teaching 
makes many Christians to not care about how we live, and this is wrpng. It is only 
us, the human beings, who could destroy this earth - our one home. 

3) A theology of the church that focuses on being members of the ‘household of God.’ 
Each and every person, whether Christian or non-Christian, is a member of the 
oikos, the household of God. Women and children, and those affected by HIV-AIDS 
have equal right with men as members of the oikos. Moreover, when we see the 
oikos as the economy of the Triune God then we must admit and appreciate that all 
other creatures are also members of God’s oikos. From this perspective, therefore, 
humanity’s stewardship role is not as masters or lords over creation but as fellow 
creatures 47 with moral consciousness and responsibility to carry out the ethic of 
care and respect. 

4) ‘An understanding of the Eucharist as the table fellowship of the household 
gathered together ,..’ 48 Through the Eucharist people come not only to God but to 
one another, a table fellowship of household. However, this fellowship should be 
understood not only as a table fellowship with God and with one another, but as 
fellowship in the Spirit with the rest of creation - creation which is symbolically 
present through the elements of bread and wine. Indeed any fellowship in the Spirit 
is a fellowship that goes beyond the bounds of the Eucharistic table or the church 
building and includes the broader sense of oikos where the Spirit is also fully 
present. Again Moltmann sheds light on this insight, and I quote: 

To experience the fellowship of the Spirit inevitably carries Christianity 
beyond itself into the greater fellowship of all God’s creatures. For the 
community of creation, in which all created things exist with one another, for 
one another and in one another, is also the fellowship of the Holy 
Spirit, 49 unquote (italics original). 


45 

46 


Jurgen Moltmann, The Spirit of Life: A Universal Affirmation (London: SCM Press, 1992), 9-10. 
Conradie, 310. 


47 Darragh, 2000. See also Celia Deane-Drummond, Eco-Theology (London: Darton, Longman & Todd, 2008). 
48 Conradie, 310. 

49 


Moltmann, 10. 
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Churches must always remind their members that through the Eucharist we are 
members of God’s oikos, together with the rest of all creatures who are members 
within the same oikos. We could begin to begin to celebrate the Eucharist outside 
the walls of a church building, out in and with nature (provided of course the 
weather permits!) Eucharist liturgies that reflect this sense of fellowship must also 
be encouraged, written and used. 

5) Finally, ‘An eschatology expressing the hope that the house, which we as humans 
inhabit (the earth) will indeed become God’s home.’ 50 In the first creation narrative 
in Genesis creation was declared by God as ‘very good’ and God was pleased. In 
fact God was more than pleased; Exodus 31:17b says ‘... on the seventh day he 
rested, and was refreshed ,’ (Exodus 31:17b, italics added, NRSV). The fullness of 
God’s kingdom is for the earth, and indeed the earth will become God’s home. In 
this light I invite you to think deeply about the following words in the Vatican II 
Pastoral Constitution, Article 39, and I quote: 

Earthly progress must be carefully distinguished from the growth of Christ’s 
kingdom. Nevertheless, to the extent that the former can contribute to the 
better ordering of human society, it is of vital concern to the kingdom of God. 
For after we have obeyed the Lord, and in His Spirit nurtured on the earth the 
values of human dignity, brotherhood (sic), and freedom, and indeed all the 
good fruits of our nature and enterprise, we will find them again, but freed of 
stain, burnished and transfigured,’ 51 unquote. 

As I now close let me put to you the following thoughts which brings us back to Micah 6:8: 
To ‘do justice’ involves and includes doing justice to the environment; to ‘have mercy’ 
involves’ showing care and respect for both humans and non-humans in God’s o/'/cos; and 
to ‘walk humbly with God’ involves recognising that we are fellow creatures who are not 
meant to dominate and destroy the oikos of God. 

Delegates to the Pacific Conference of Churches 10th General Assembly, let us live and 
walk with the assurance that God cares for this oikos, that God is fully committed to this 
oikos or household, the Earth; as someone has said, and I quote: ‘God is firmly committed 
to the life of this world as the cross was planted in the ground at Golgotha,’ unquote. 
Moderator, Deputy Moderator, church leaders, Ministers and lay people and our partners 
in God’s mission, thank you for lending me your attention and may we all be faithful and 
active steward of God’s oikos, our one and only home. Tagio tumas. 


50 Conradie, 310. 

51 Avery Dulles, Models of the Church, Expanded Edition (New York: Doubleday, 2002), 110. 
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Paper 3 


“The biblical and theological imperatives of self-determination and their 
implications to the mission of the church”Prepared by Suliana Siwatibaufor 
the Pacific Conference of Churches 10th General Assembly 

I am humbled to accept the invitation of the organisers to address this Assembly of Church 
leaders, theologians and Christian scholars on this topic. 

Webster’s International Dictionary 1 defines self-determination as 

1. “determination of one’s acts or states by one self without external compulsion”; and 

2. “the right of a people to decide its future political status (as with respect to form of 
government or independence) “. 

The Free Dictionary 2 on internet adds a third definition as follows: 

3. “government of a political unit by its own people”; 

The concept of self- determination we note, may be applied at two levels - at the group 
level and at that of the individual. As a lay person 1 wish to lead our examination of this 
topic by posing a series of questions to you as church leaders, theologians and biblical 
scholars. 

Why is the PCC as an organisation of Christian Churches concerned with self- 
determination with regard to political independence of groups of people in the 
Pacific? 

When Jesus walked the earth he was a member of a colonised people. He lived in a 
territory of Rome. He understood the difficult situation his people had to face daily as they 
had to fulfil on the one hand, the legislated requirements of Rome and on the other hand, 
their own religiously sanctioned obligations as Jewish people. For example they were 
subject to two systems of taxation that particularly impoverished the poorer classes who 
were in the main the small rural farmers. We learn from biblical accounts of the time, that 
Rome imposed its own taxes which tax collectors demanded from the people and making 
extra profit for themselves on the side. This was additional to the Jew’s own tithing system 
which was a requirement of their holy law. According to an account by Marcus J Borg 3 , 
together the two demanded about 35% of a farmer’s total income. This, Borg noted, was 
too severe for many who then gave up their land and became landless. They “created 
growing numbers of landless day labourers, widespread emigration, and a social class of 
robbers and beggars.” 

Living and dealing with demands of two parallel systems as they did could be somewhat 
similar to what we have to face as Pacific islanders today. We have to deal daily with 
conflicting demands of modern governance institutions and our traditional customary 
obligations to our communities. 

During his time on earth Jesus was fully aware of the cruel Roman domination of his 
people. Accounts of the history of his time state the presence of movements for liberation 
from Rome that occasionally flared into violence. Yet Jesus was not so much concerned 
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with the movement for independence in his society as he was with the daily struggles of 
ordinary people and their spiritual development. He healed the sick, fed the hungry and 
taught people on right conduct with each other and with God. 

Should the churches therefore restrict their concerns to similar issues of social 
development such as our increasing poverty levels, threats to food security, increasing 
obesity and Non -Communicable Diseases and not worry about political independence? 

I wish to present a brief and quick overview of our context in the Pacific with regard to our 
various situations of political self-determination and then put forth some suggestions as to 
how the churches might identify their role in response to biblical imperatives. 

Table 1 presents a summary of some major indicators of the status of development of our 
countries. This has the country (column 1), its population (column 2), its system of 
governance (column 3), the GDP/capita (column 4) and the Human Development Index 
(column 5) where available. Please note the following interesting facts: 

1. Apart from PNG with a population estimated to be just over 7 million, no country has 
a population of one million or more. Populations range from about 50 for Pitcairn to 
over 868,000 for Fiji. We are very small nations in the world economy and the 
majority of us do not have many resources to fetch us substantial income on the 
world market. So like the poorer farmers in Jesus time we shall continue to struggle 
as players in the world economy. 

2. Of our 22 countries, nine (9) are politically fully independent, five (5) are partially 
independent in that they have remained in some sort of agreed association with an 
external nation, and eight (8) have remained as territories dependent on an external 
power. 

3. When we peruse column 4 on GDP/capita we note that the dependent territories 
have much higher levels than others. In fact all five (5) countries with more than 
US$10,000 GDP/Capita are dependent or non- self-governing territories. 

Does this mean that issues of people’s social welfare that Jesus was so concerned about 
have been better addressed in politically non- independent countries rather than those 
who have gained self-determination? 

Column five of Table 1 records the countries’ Human Development Index (HDI) developed 
by the United Nations 4 to supplement the usual indicators of economic development of a 
country. The HDI is an attempt to capture something about the total wellbeing of a people 
rather than the economic performance of a country. Its focus is on people. 

We note that of the countries whose HDI are available, only Palau and Tonga have 
achieved a high level of human development. Four countries achievements are rated 
medium on the global scale while three countries have only achieved low levels of human 
development. Palau has remained in free association with the US. All three countries with 
low HDI have gained complete self-determination. Again the question arises whether self- 
determination helps our small countries address our people’s social development needs 
that Jesus busied himself addressing while on earth. 
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TABLE 1 Selected National Statistics of Pacific Island Countries 


Country 

Population 

(year) 

Government 

GDP/Capit 

a 

(year) 

Fluman 
Developmen 
t Index (HDD 

1 .America 
n Samoa 


US Territory 

US$8,000( 
2007) 


2.Cook Is 


Parliament Democracy Ass 
NZ 

14,623(20 

09) 

____ 

3.Fiji 

868,406(201 

_D_ 

Military Dictatorship 

4,620(200 

1) 

0.669(mediu 

m) 

4.French 
Polynesia 

273,777(201 

JD_ 

Dependent Territory of 
France 

$US21,999 


5.FSM 

111,542(201 

D 

Democratic Republic Free 
Association with US 

US$2,664 

0.614(mediu 

m) 

6. Guam 

159,358(201 

_9)_ 

US Territory 

US$15,000 


7. Kiribati 

103,070(201 

0) 

Parliament Democratic 
Republic 


0.515(low) 

8. 

Marshall Is 

68,000(2009 

e) 

Democratic Republic Free 
Association with US 

US$2,900 


9. 

Northern 

Mariana 

61,174(2011 

) 

Democratic Republic in US 
Commonwealth 

us$ 

12,000 


10. Nauru 

9,378(2011e 
) 

Democratic Republic 

US$2,500( 
2006) 

---- 

11. New 
Caledonia 

252,000(201 
Je)_ 

French territory 

US$35,436 
(201 Oe) 

— 

12. Niue 

1,398(20090 

J_ 

Parlt Democracy Assoc NZ 

— 

— 

13. Palau 

20,956 
(2011e) 

Democratic Rep Assoc US 

US$8,100( 
2008) 

0.782(high) 

14. 

Pitcairn Is 

~50 

British territory 

— 


15. PNG 

~ 7.0 

M(2012e) 

Parliament Democracy 
under Constitutional 
Monarchy 

1,900 
(2011e) 

0.466 (low) 

16. Samoa 

194,320(201 

2e) 

Parliament Democratic Rep 

5,965 
(2011e) 

0.685(mediu 

m) 

17. 

Solomon 

Is 

523,000(200 

9e) 

Parliament Democracy 
under Constitutional 
Monarchy 

3,192 
(2011e) 

0.510(low) 

18. 

Tokelau 

1,411 (2011) 

NZ Territory 

1,035 

— 

19. Tonga 

103,036(201 

D 

Parliament Const Monarchy 

7,344 

0.704 (high) 

20. Tuvalu 

10,544(2011 

e) 

Parliament Democracy 
under Constitutional 

3,400(201 

Oe) 

— 
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Monarchy 



21. 

Vanuatu 

243.304(200 

8) 

Parliament Democratic 
Republic 

3,036 

(2011) 

0.693(mediu 

m) 

22. Wallis 
& Futuna 

15,289 

(2009) 

French Territory 

US$12,640 

(2005) 



Sources: www.soc.int/prism/ ... downloaded 19/02/2013; www.undp.org/en/media/hdi... 
downloaded 19/02/2013; www.en.wikipedia.org/wiki ... downloaded 19/02/2013. 


To get some indication of our people’s general social wellbeing let us look at some key 
indicators available for our countries. Life expectancy at birth is a generally accepted 
indicator for a people’s health while infant mortality under one year of age may be used to 
indicate the general health of mothers and babies. The statistics on Primary education 
indicates the achievement of basic levels of skills and knowledge necessary for dealing 
with issues of the modern world. These statistics are presented in Table 2 below. 
Countries in Table 2 are all politically independent and are included in the HDI world list. 
They are no longer directly under colonial rule. Where they remain associated with a past 
colonial power it is by their free choice. 

If political independence were to be a path to improved social life for our countries these 
nations should show it in their social indices. 

TABLE 2 Summary of Major Social Indicators of Pacific Island Countries with HDI Ratings 


Country 

Government 
(year of 
independence) 

Life 

expectancy 

Infant 

mortality 

per 

1000 

live 

births 

Primary 

School 

attendance 

Boys Girls 

HDI and rating 
in the world 

1 .Fiji 

Military 

Dictatorship 

(1970) 

69.2yrs 

15.2 

(2009) 

51.9% 

Boys 

48.1% 

Girls 

0.688 ranked 
100 

Medium level 

2.FSM 

Democratic 
Republic Free 
Association 
with US (1986) 

69 yrs 
(2011) 

40 

(2000) 

Over 100% 
enrolment 

0.636 ranked 
116 

Medium level 

3. Kiribati 

Parliament 
Democratic 
Republic (1979) 

68.1 yrs 

43 

(2000) 

100% 

enrolment 

0.624 ranked 
122 

Low level 

4. Palau 

Democratic Rep 
Assoc US 
(1994) 

71.8 yrs 

15.3 

96.44% . 

Attendance 

0.782 ranked 

49 

High level 

5. PNG 

Parliament 

Democracy 

under 

Constitutional 

Monarchy 

(1975) 

62.8 yrs 

64 

(2001) 

54.6% 

Boys 

45.4% 

Girls 

0.475 ranked 
153 

Low level 

6. Samoa 

Parliament 

72.4 yrs 

28.72 

52.3% 

47.7% 

0.688 ranked 
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Democratic Rep 
(1962) 



Boys Girls 

99 

Medium level 

7. 

Solomon 

Is 

Parliament 

Democracy 

under 

Constitutional 

Monarchy(1978) 

67.9 yrs 


66% 

attendance 

0.567 ranked 
142 

Low level 

8. Tonga 

Parliament 

Const Monarchy 
(NA) 

72.3 yrs 

22.1 

(2010) 

Attendance 

111.2% 

0.704 ranked 

90 

High level 

9. 

Vanuatu 

Parliament 
Democratic 
Republic (1980) 

71 yrs 

12 

Over 80% 
Attendance 

0.617 ranked 
125 

Medium level 


Sources: Same as Table 1. 


All the countries, except Fiji, are governed by democratic rule but have been independent 
over varying lengths of time (column 2). Their social development indicators vary quite 
significantly in life expectancy at birth (column 3), rate of infant mortality (column 4), 
participation in primary education (column 5) and in HDI ranking (column 6). Note the 
attendance of girls in primary schools is slightly less than boys in all countries where the 
information is available 

We see that there seems to be no clear relationship between a people’s self-determination 
and increased human development. Of the two countries who have achieved high levels of 
human development, Tonga has never really been colonised but has limited democracy 
while Palau only achieved self-determination in 1994 and is the youngest of them all in 
terms of self-government. It remains in free association with USA. The Melanesian 
countries have been claimed to have some of the most democratic societies in the world 
predating European arrival. However two of them have low levels of human development 
according to the UN HDI rating. 

This brings me to the next set of questions: What does self-determination mean in 
practice? Does democracy equate with self-determination? What does human 
development mean for the churches? Is it the same as our governments’ measure? 

The biblical story of Israel in Exodus indicates that it was only after several generations of 
prosperity in Egypt, followed by hard slavery that the Israelites finally cried out to God for 
delivery. God remembered his covenant with Abraham, Isaac and Jacob and sent Moses 
to lead them through what was to be their 40 year-journey in the desert to settle in their 
promised land of Canaan. On the way God gave them instructions through Moses, on 
details of law and rules of worship as well as personal conduct to govern relationships, so 
that they would be ready to govern themselves well as a nation. This biblical story of a 
journey to self-determination gives guidance on necessary requirements for self- 
determination. According to this biblical account these include: 

> Settlement on a distinct piece of land; 

> Regulation on relationships - human to God and human to human as summarised 
in the Ten Commandments. 
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> Community life that enhances social wellbeing such as the command to feed the 
poor; 

> Relationship with nature -such as the rule to care for cattle even those belonging 
to one’s enemies; 

> And instructions on proper conduct with respect to their physical, moral and spiritual 
life as detailed in Leviticus and Numbers. 

However, although the Israelites were freed from slavery they became ruled by a series of 
Kings through a system of absolute monarchy and not through self-determination in the 
sense of democratic government by the people. 

The idea of self-determination came into international law after WW I 5 and became widely 
accepted by the 1960s to comprise two forms. 

> Internal self-determination; when the right of a people to govern themselves is 
respected by the mother state, and the people concerned are contented to stay 
within the mother state. 

> External self-determination; when the people concerned wish to become an 
independent nation separate from the mother state. 

We have situations in our Pacific island countries where one or the other can apply. Some 
of our independent countries have minority groups with little or no voice in national affairs. 
Where democratic rule is based on decisions by the majority the voice of minorities where 
they dissent are often ignored. As a result some minority groups have from time to time 
expressed their desire for self-determination. They include for example, Rotuma in Fiji, 
Banaban in Kiribati, Bougainville in PNG and Malekulai in Vanuatu. These could gain 
internal self-determination as has happened in the case of Bougainville. 

We also have countries that have remained territories of external powers and who have 
continued to struggle for decades to gain full self-determination through political 
independence. They include West Papua, the French territories of New Caledonia or 
Kanaky, and French Polynesia or Mao’hi Nui for example. 

What is the calling of the churches with respect to self-determination? Why should 
the churches be interested in these struggles? 

I wish to suggest that the biblical imperative for the Christian churches in this regard is 
contained in the two greatest teachings of the Bible: 

Mark 12: 28-31 : One of the scribes who had listened to them debating and 
observed how well Jesus had answered them, now came up and put a question to 
him, “Which is the first of all the commandments?” Jesus replied, “This is the first: 

Listen, Israel, the Lord our God is the one Lord, and you must love the Lord 
your God with all your heart, with all your soul, with all your mind and with all 
your strength. The second is this: You must love your neighbour as yourself. 
There is no commandment greater than these.” (The Jerusalem Bible) 

What does the imperative to love God mean in practice? How does it guide our 
action with respect to self-determination? 
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The Genesis account of creation states that “God created human beings making them 
to be like himself. He created them male and female, “(Genesis 1: 27 Good News 
Bible).From the beginning God created all humans, man or woman, as equal and in 
likeness to himself. To love God is to love all human beings equally as created in the 
image of God. All have the divine spark within them. This means the colonised and the 
coloniser equally. To love God with all our heart, with all our soul, with all our mind and 
with all our strength is a demanding command to apply. How should the church apply such 
a teaching in a situation like Mao’hi Nui or West Papua or Kanaky for example? God loves 
all people on both sides of the divide. How does the church apply Jesus’ teaching of love 
your enemies/ and Do good to them that persecute you? 

The modern church is truly challenged by this command of Jesus because modern 
scientific studies in a variety of disciplines have discovered the unity of humanity and all of 
creation through what is known as the Unified Field 6 . Modern science has shown that at 
the most basic level we are all one. Fr Barr in a small booklet on Prayer 7 commented on 
the Lord’s Prayer which opens with the two simple words “Our Father”. Through those two 
simple words Jesus teaches and reminds us that we are all brothers and sisters and 
children of the same ‘father’ God. 

When preparing this talk I consulted a few biographies of Jesus 8 In none of them did I 
read that Jesus incited the people against the colonising power of Rome in agitation for 
independence. Rather - as so clearly described in Marcus Borg’s account 3 - Jesus came 
to transform his society from within through changing individuals at their deepest levels of 
consciousness. He did not teach to change people’s situation from without through ousting 
the colonising Roman Empire. Whether a people have gained political self-determination 
or not the Church has an abiding role of transformation addressed at changing the 
individual person from within. 

It is clear from biblical accounts that Jesus lived amongst ordinary people in a colonised 
impoverished country but did not promote accumulation of wealth as an answer. Rather he 
spurned material wealth and taught against external show of generous giving that did not 
emanate from the heart. He taught in order to transform the person and thereby transform 
society. He was a Spirit filled person and a teacher for a new way of life. Moreover, he 
lived the way of life that he taught. He lived in fulfilment of the two greatest teachings of 
the Bible as quoted from the Gospel of Mark to love God and to love one’s neighbour as 
one’s self. 

So whether a church is situated in a colonised society or in a society of the colonisers, or 
in a politically independent nation, it has to identify with the people and their struggles.’ Its 
role has to be the transformation of the individual person as the means for the final 
transformation of society. If the struggle of the people it serves is for political 
independence it identifies with the struggle but with an approach that seeks to transform 
both the coloniser and the colonised in a relationship built on the way of Jesus. 

What is the way of Jesus? 

When our Pacific island countries gain political independence, social conditions do not 
necessarily improve for society as a whole, as we see in Table 2. Our value systems have 
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not changed much. In some aspects we still remain colonised because we continue to 
embrace the values of our colonisers. This could be at the cost of more socially beneficial 
values of our own culture. In other aspects we have held fast to our traditional values in 
our concern to conserve our threatened cultures. Some of these traditional values may not 
be beneficial for our societies but we insist on their preservation without much question. 

As in the Jewish society at the time of Jesus, demands of two different cultures take a toll 
on the poorer members of society creating an increasing proportion of people below the 
poverty line in our countries. Rising levels of poverty has raised concerns of many 
development organisations that work in the Pacific. According to a World Bank report 9 , the 
outlook for Pacific Island Countries is bleak. One in three persons lives in poverty. We 
have some of the most aid dependent communities on earth. These mostly result from our 
smallness, our isolation, our low economic density, and our small markets. According to a 
report from the IMF 10 since thel 980’s per capita income of our neighbouring East Asian 
Countries, has increased 650% while for us in the Pacific the increase over the same 
period has only been 37%. This is like for every $1 we have gained they had gained about 
$18. 

From societies that traditionally had in built mechanisms for sharing wealth we now 
increasingly value its accumulation which is usually in the hands of fewer and fewer 
people. Hence the distribution of wealth in our Pacific societies is becoming increasingly 
inequitable. We see the rich getting richer and the poor getting poorer. We see growing 
differences between urban and rural, between educated and less educated between 
employers and employees and even between families within villages. We used to look 
after widows in our villages where their gardens were cared for and food supply ensured 
by the rest of the extended family or the village. When a person moved in from outside to 
join the village whether he be originally from the village or not, the village would get 
together to establish his food garden and maybe help build his home. 

Now in many parts of Fiji such caring community practices no longer exist. 

Do the churches see a role for themselves in such mundane matters of local 
community welfare? 

Caring for needy members of the village or of society is an expression of our 
acknowledgement of the commonality of all humans as children of God. But the needy 
members of our societies are more than just those with physical needs for food and 
shelter. The needy include women who are abused or treated as inferior and restricted 
from important decisions that will impact on them and their families and their societies. The 
growing violence against women in our societies indicates the lack of respect for them as 
equals with men. 

The needy include children who are made to feel inferior and lack the nurturing care vital 
for their upbringing and preparations to become productive adults. Our daily papers in Fiji 
have recently reported an increase in the shocking rape of young girls that include even 
babies only months old. Our papers further report the exploitation of children as young as 
10 years old for commercial sex trade. 

The needy include the physically handicapped that sometimes get hidden away from the 
public because they are considered to bring shame to the family. They include members of 
other ethnic groups or other religions that seem strange and therefore not as acceptable 
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as our own. To love God with ail our hearts, and mind and soul is to love all humans in all 
these categories and others because they are all children of God. 

Self-determination in all these cases is self-expression of free will that God gave us all. It 
requires that we respect the equal right of all humans to express opinions and to 
contribute to decisions that will affect their lives. It requires that we respect rights to work 
honestly and to earn fair wages for the work done. It requires that we affirm equal rights to 
enjoy God’s gift of nature such as access to beaches, without making wealth a prior right. 
In other words it requires that we respect every one’s rights to exist alongside each other 
as equal human beings. These are internationally widely accepted as basic human rights 
affirmed through the UN charter on human rights. 

The UN Charter on Human Rights known as the Universal Declaration on Human Rights 
(UDHR) 11 incorporates recognition of civil and political rights as well as economic, social 
and cultural rights. The inclusion of all the basic rights under UDHR asserts that political 
and civil rights are necessary for free expression of economic, social and cultural rights as 
well as vice versa. One needs to be able to earn a living and enjoy social and cultural 
development in order for one to be able to freely participate in political and civil life of the 
country. 

The recognition of human rights by our governments affirms the acceptance of self- 
determination as an important condition for both personal and societal development. As 
members of the UN most of our governments are parties to various conventions and 
treaties on a range of human rights. One of these I wish to mention here is the 1997 
UNESCO “Declaration on the Responsibilities of the Present Generation Towards the 
Future Generation.” 12 The need for it has arisen due to the increasing threats the world 
environment faces in the light of climate change, population growth and avaricious 
exploitation of the world’s resources for human development. It reminds us of the need to 
consider the rights of future generations to a liveable environment and our responsibilities 
to respect that right. 

The bible raises an interesting challenge to the Pacific churches with respect to the 
acknowledgement of human rights. That challenge is inherent in the call to love your 
neighbour as yourself and explicit in the confession of St Paul in his letter to the Romans 
7:14-28 He writes of his inner struggle against his weakness as a human being who can 
easily succumb to sin. For example in verse 15 - 

“I do not understand what I do; for I don’t do what I would like to do, but instead I do 
what S hate.” 

When we love our own selves as individuals we accept both our strengths and our 
weaknesses. Therefore to love our neighbours as ourselves is to accept them as they are; 
as people with both strengths which we like and weaknesses which we may not like. It is 
because of their weaknesses that we are called to care for them or to be responsible with 
them for overcoming their weaknesses. Recognising human rights is the other side of the 
coin to recognising human responsibility. It is because of the recognition of the existence 
of sin and the weaknesses of the human person that the churches have a calling to preach 
responsibility with rights. And as St Paul stated with relief at the end of Romans Chapter 7 


Report of the 10th PCC General Assembly 


129 


3-10, Mar, 2013 Honiara Solomon 







“Thanks be to God who does this through our Lord Jesus Christ. In short, it is I who 
with my reason serve the Law of God, and no less I who serve in my unspiritual self 
the law of sin.” 

In conclusion 

I wish to suggest that the PCC as an organisation of Christian churches is concerned with 
self-determination or political independence of Pacific peoples both at the individual and 
the group level because it affirms the equality of all humans as children of God and the 
dignity that all have to enable them to govern themselves. For the churches then the 
practice of self-determination is the release of self to think and act in accordance with 
one’s own free will in equality with others as fellow children of God. In recognition of this 
divine status the churches are called to affirm the equality of women and men in all 
aspects of a society’s life, the rights of children to enjoy a nurturing family life and the 
freedom of all persons to choose in a society ruled in accordance with their collective will. 
Self-determination at the individual level requires that the person has skills and knowledge 
to assert his/her ideas and the wherewithal to survive independently in society. Hence 
Human development addresses people’s economic, social, cultural welfare in a society 
that respects people’s civil and political rights and acknowledges that they are necessary 
conditions for expressions of self-determination both for individuals and for a people. 
However, rights must be accompanied by responsibility as we acknowledge and respect 
the rights of others including those of future generations. While these characterise the 
mission of democratic governments, churches are called to go beyond economic, social 
and cultural development of countries to the transformation of individuals leading to 
transformation of societies as directed by the way of life and teaching of Jesus. 

THANK YOU FOR YOUR KIND ATTENTION. 
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Speeches 

Chairperson of Solomon Islands Christian Association - Moderator Rev. Wilfred Kurepitu. 

SICA CHAIRMAN WELCOME SPEECH. 

Chairman to the PCC, Delegates to the Conference, Distinguished Guests and our Partner 
churches from overseas, Deputy Prime Minister Maelanga, Ladies and Gentlemen. 

Goodfala evening everyone. 

First and foremost I want you all to join me in spirit and heart to acknowledge the presence 
of our Loving and Almighty God who has been gracious from the say this conference was 
first conceived and is born unto us today. God has been faithful and is our God 
Emmanuel that we are able to make it to this very day. He has given us a beautiful day 
today. Let us give thanks by clapping and together shout “For the Lord”. Amen! 

Secondly, I would like us to observe a minute silence in remembrance of our colleague 
brother the late Rev. Teana Jone of the Diocese of Polynesia, Fiji, who was called to rest 
with the Almighty on 28 th February 2013, here in Honiara. 

Brothers and sisters in Christ, I am very much honoured to be given the opportunity to 
welcome you all to this 10 th Pacific Conference of Churches conference, here in my home 
Island country, Solomon Islands. 

Five years ago, I was a member of the UCSI delegation, led by my predecessor then 
moderator of the United Church in the Solomon Islands, Rev. David Havea, to the ninth 
PCC held in Kananafou, American Samoa, Rev. Riti. And of course, the next thing for you 
to note is that it was our team to Kananafou that bid for this tenth PCC to come to the 
Solomon Islands and for this I have a small analogy to share with you and it goes 
something like this; l l batted the ball at one end of the cricket pitch and I caught the same 
ball at the other end of the pitch. 

Today our dream has become a reality, and we are indeed grateful to host this important 
meeting in my alter ego as Chairman of the Body of Christ here in Solomon Islands 
namely the Solomon Islands Christian Association (SICA). 

Brothers and sisters in Christ, your host for this week long meeting is the Solomon Islands 
Christian Association, on whose behalf I stand here to officially welcome you all in the 
Triune Name of God. 

For your notes, SICA consists of the Church of Melanesia, Roman Catholic Church 
Solomon Islands, Seven Day Adventists, South Seas Evangelical Church, Salvation Army 
and the United Church in the Solomon Islands, Church of Nazarene. 

There are members of this body-who are not members of the PCC yet, but are members in 
the one body of Jesus Christ in Solomon Islands, who have prayed and prepared the way 
for this conference and moreover to be your host. 
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Friends, there are several important areas needed to take note of to which the Solomon 
Islands Churches would like to address to our understanding as being important in this 
gathering; 

1 „ We are here celebrating the decade of the PCC’s ecumenical journey as a family. 
The 10 th Pacific Conference of Churches will give us new insights and newer 
heights gained especially as we deliberate on the conference theme. Micah has 
called on us all as responsible leaders overseeing the people of God in the Pacific 
to “act justly, love mercy and walk humbly with our God.” With great respect to you 
all, I want to urge us all, as demanded by Micah 6:8, to act now. 

2. We are also celebrating the Jubilee of our history. Historically Solomon Islands 
have been on this journey since the founding days 1961. There were some of our 
members who attended the first meeting or fellowship that was held at Lifou, New 
Caledonia, for example the representative of the United Church was Rev. Joel Zio, 
and the first Chairman was Bishop Rev. Alfred Alufurai of the Church of Melanesia. 
The ecumenical boat O I Kou Me Ne has travelled a very long way navigated by our 
pioneer starting from Malua, Samoa in 1961 and at the end of the decade it is now 
berthing here in Honiara, Solomon Islands. This year marks 52 years journey and 
still Solomon Islands is effectively participating in leadership and contributions. 

3. We are celebrating our diverse cultures in the Pacific in the PCC. We celebrate our 
common spiritual standing, unity and love despite our diversity. Last year, the 11 th 
Festival of Pacific Arts was held here. The 10 th was held at American Samoa. The 
festivity was a great success for Solomon Islands and the Pacific at large. The 
Pacific communities and peoples have come, stayed and shared with us their 
culture, and have gone home safe and sound. Our strength is our diversity in unity 
in almost all aspect of live and living. 

4. We, the Solomon Islands churches can now say, “Thank you to you all our Pacific 
brothers for the Regional Assistance Mission to the Solomon Islands in the dark 
hour of our history.” This is tr4ue brotherly love and without your foresight we would 
have different history written. Thank you to you all RAMSI. 

5. The goodness we are experiencing and are working on, is the move towards 
restoring normalcy in life-religiously, politically, socially and environmentally and to 
mend our broken relationship with the outside world. As you all know, our country 
has undergone ‘turbulences’ in the form of ethnic crises, natural catastrophes, and 
economic upheavals in the recent past. Despite all these difficult and challenging 
times, I do not hesitate whatsoever to claim here that churches have played a vital 
role and responsibility to hold this country intact during those darker times in our 
history. 

The churches have upheld the governments during those times and our partnership with 
the government has never faltered since, and here and now I am happy to announce that 
the Solomon Island Government has contributed substantially financially and in kind 
towards the hosting of this conference. 


Report of the 10th PCC General Assembly 


132 


3-10, Mar, 2013 Honiara Solomon 




Last, but not least; I want to assure you all that your safety is our top priority and that we 
will allow you, some flexibility, so that you can have a full taste of our hospitality; from 
Melanesian style. We do our best to accommodate you and provide the services that is 
available at our disposal. We trust and believe you will find your time here an enjoyable 
and memorable one. Solomon Islands is a unique place and that its islands range from a 
tiny one-coconut tree island type to big rugged mountainous and volcanic island such as 
Guadalcanal. Not only will you find our place and its people fascinating but that you will 
find that smile which marks us as the “Happy Isles”. 

Some of you have travelled from afar, some have lost a day in the air, some have lost two 
- three days in transit and hours at airport terminals and some want to come a week early 
to enjoy the place. Whenever you came and however you came, we waited for you. 

You will recall that at the school, we were all taught a simple arithmetic formula and that is 
to find the distance, we simply multiply the speed by the time and to find the time we divide 
the distance by speed, and to find speed, we divide distance by time. We simply reshuffle 
these mathematic elements, we will get the answer. 

Friends we have the largest space on the face of the earth and some have referred to us 
as a largest liquid continent and we have our own speed such as the world over have 
come to know that we also uniquely own the Pacific time. 

Welcome to Solomon Islands where there is always plenty of sunshine because of the 
smiling sun and clear blue sky and of course the waving palms indicating the graciousness 
of our people. 

Welcome to the Solomon Islands in the name of the Father, Son and Holy Ghost. 

• Response on behalf of the PCC - Bishop Apemeleki Qiliho 

• Taiwan Ambassador - His Excellency Roy Wu (Donor supporting SICA to the 10 th 
GA. 

• The Deputy Prime Minister and Minister for Home Affairs - Hon. Manasseh 
Maelanga - Speech and Declaration of the opening of the PCC 10 th General 
Assembly) 


Vote of Thanks for the Opening Ceremony of the 10 th PCC General 
Assembly -3 rd March 2013 

Acting Prime Minister and Minister of Home Affairs Honourable. Manasseh Maelanga and 
Madam Melanaga, His Excellency the Ambassador for Republic of China. Roy Wu and 
Madam Wu, the Moderator of the PCC Bishop Apimeleki Nadoki Qiliho, the Deputy 
Moderator of the PCC Mrs. Celline Hoiore, Acting General Secretary of the PCC Rev 
Franpois Pihaatae, President of WCC Pacific Region Mr. John Doom, Respective Heads 
of Churches in the Pacific Region and your Good Delegates, Partner Churches and 
Organization Representatives, People of God who are gathered here in this Opening 
Ceremony of the Tenth (10 th ) PCC General Assembly, 
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On behalf of the Host Churches who are under the auspices of the Solomon Islands 
Christian Association (SICA) I am accorded with this task to say the words of thanks for 
the Grand Opening Ceremony of the 10 th PCC General Assembly. It has been a milestone 
to bring this important meeting to our shores after the 52 years of the Inception of the 
Pacific Conference of Churches as well as the Decade of the Highest Decision making 
body within the structure of the PCC. 

To Delegates who have travelled miles to reach Solomon Islands from the Pacific and 
beyond- in our Culture, you have been greeted by the Tear Drops of our Ancestors 
expressing their happiness. We thank the Lord for your safe arrival. 

This marks a Historical event in which our people feel honoured. 

Sincerely, thanking the Government of Solomon Islands for their support in facilitating the 
forthcoming of the financial support. 

Furthermore, thanking ROC (Republic of China) for considering the 10 th PCC GA as a 
worthy and viable project to support. 

A very Special Acknowledgement to the most senior Ecumenical Father and Mother who 
are in our midst, to mention but a few Mr. John Doom surviving member of the founding 
leaders of the PCC right from the very beginning, Mrs. Suliana Siwatibau, who have 
always been a resource person of the PCC for many years, Mrs. Lorine Tevi who was the 
first woman to hold the General Secretariat position, Deaconess Marama Sovaki who have 
been attending the PCC meeting for a good number of years and Father Kevin Bar who 
remain a resource person for the PCC for good number of years. 

In Solomon Islands we have his grace the Arch Bishop Adrian Smith who represents 
Solomon Islands Christian Association (SICA) as well as lead his Church to this level of 
meeting for the last two decades, Rev. Leslie Boseto who had been a well-known leader- 
former Moderator of the PCC and first president of Oceania to the World Council of 
Churches (WCC). 

The most Rev. Arch Bishop Emeritus, Sir Ellison Pogo who for the very first time is not 
with us in this ceremony because of ill health. He has been a well-known leader in the 
Pacific as well as in the World Council of Churches (WCC). 

Thanking the local people of Solomon Islands for their commitment, especially the 
Anglican Church of Melanesia (ACOM) for putting up this magnificent building for this 10 th 
PCC General Assembly Meeting here in our Happy Isles (Solomon Islands). 

Rekona Soma, Doku mamate, Leana Hola, Kamrapa, Nita, Keli Fara, Mau Tepo, E dou, 
Sanoe varuka, Tageo Asiana, Pako, Jongana Jola, Tagio Kae raha, Matu Uri, Lea Liu, 
Leana via, Lea Mola, Thank you tumas 

Under the Theme for this General Assembly “Do Justice, love mercy and walk humbly 
with your God” we will once again celebrate the festival of ecumenism in discerning the 
will of God, deliberating with important issues and commissioning ourselves onward to a 
lengthy ecumenical journey. 
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Deputy Prime Minister 
Hon Manaseh Maelanga 
St. Barnabas Cathedral 


Salutation 

His Excellency the Governor General of Solomon Islands, 

Sir Frank Ofogiaro Kabui, GCMG, CSI, OBE 

Archbishops, Bishops, Moderators, Pastors, Deacons, Ministers and Clergy People, 

All visiting Church dignitaries, PCC/WCC 

Ministers of the Crown and Colleague Members Parliament 

Representatives of Solomon Island Churches 

Government Officials 

Members of the Diplomatic Corps (AmbassadorROC) 

Young People of God 

The general congregation gathered here this evening & 

Those listening out in the Provinces 


Thank you Master of Ceremony, 

Before I continue may I on behalf of the Government of Solomon Islands take this solemn 
opportunity to express our heartfelt sympathy to the people of Fiji especially the Fijian 
Delegation, family and friends, of our late brother Rev. John Teana. 

We are indeed saddened to hear the passing away of the late Rev. John Teana while in 
Honiara and most sadly as he was a delegate to attend this 10 th Pacific Council of 
Churches General Assembly meeting. We pray that all of us will find comfort in the Lord at 
this time of bereavement and I pray that his soul may rest with the Good Lord. 

God’s people - a very good evening to all of you. It is indeed an honour for me to be here, 
at the opening of this important and historical occasion. To our overseas visitors I wish to 
warmly welcome you here this evening - welcome friends! 

[Let us put our hands together as a form of welcome to our visiting friends.] 

For the rest of you, may I congratulate you to be part of your delegation to attend this 
noble conference - you are privileged to be representing your churches to this occasion 
and I believe you will bring to this occasion the high value of your contribution, knowledge 
and understanding. 

Missionaries 


Friends, we will be forever grateful for this companionship as brothers and sisters in Christ. 
We therefore will not forget the work of the churches which had been made possible 
through the sacrifices of the early missionaries throughout our island history. I must 
acknowledge that the churches had guided our people out of heathenism and into the 
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light. It is the churches and with Gods bearing that built our communities and villages and 
settled our benchmark from the past into the light. 

Ladies and gentlemen, the growth of Christianity in Polynesia, Micronesia and Melanesia 
over the decades is a manifestation of what the early missionaries together with our 
ancestors have planted in our lives - the seed of life. 

These missionaries were Godly men and women, who for the sake of their deep love for 
God and the people these islands, were prepared to sacrifice their lives by crossing the 
treacherous Pacific Ocean to bring the gospel to our shores. On our part our ancestors 
have welcomed them and also become Gods servants. The missionary days were not 
easy but they moved on because their work was rooted in their love for God and the 
people of these islands. 

With that same kind of spirit and commitment in our sails, let us respect and do justice to 
the sacrifices made by these Godly people, by ensuring that what God had started through 
them will certainly continue to grow, enjoyed and treasured by the current and future 
generation throughout the region. 

Of course friends, we are current beneficiaries, of the godly principles taught and passed 
on through our forbearers. Let us therefore give thanks to God and ensure that these 
beacons of love and hope are passed on to our next generation. 

The PCC 10 th Assembly 

Friends of God - Yes! We are here this evening to witness the official opening of the 10 th 
Pacific Council of Churches. Undoubtedly, this is no ordinary meeting. Consistent with 
God’s word where it says, ‘the steps of the good man are ordered by the Lord’. I really 
believe this gathering is divinely appointed by God. Therefore it is not only an important 
gathering but also historical one. Indeed it is also very appropriate one! 

Appropriate, because I believe the signs of time are evident everywhere. Many natural 
disasters, diseases, plagues, conflict, economic depressions, drugs and other socio¬ 
economic problems are happening before us. Specifically, for us in the islands human 
activities have also affected our climate. These are global challenges resulting from the 
changes that affect the socio-political, cultural and environmental world. These pose new 
questions for the minds of our people in this era. 

Are these signs of times, foretold by our Lord Jesus Christ, before he ascended into 
Heaven? 

Ladies and Gentlemen, I fully believe this gathering of God’s people over the next few 
days, is undeniably a divine call by God for our leaders to listen and receive from Him, the 
blue print of what He (God) wants the Church to do, from this day on. 

I believe we will continue to face emerging problems and that life will increasingly be 
difficult. However as leaders we need to provide our people with some form of relief, from 
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the stresses and pressure of such harsh environment. Thus, the Church and the state 
must consider themselves as partners in the noble pursuit for answers. 

Ladies and Gentlemen, I believe in this conference you will ponder on issues of “our” 
interests! - Challenges that our eyes must not be blind to. 

Challenges such as violence against our sisters, mothers, nieces and grandmothers. 
Violence against our daughters and aunties must be stopped! We must jointly call on all of 
us that we do not tolerate any form of violence against women. 

I hope you will also dissect the discussion of Church and security or Church and conflict. 
Friends, the Church is our last fall when states fail. There are significant responsibilities 
played by churches during times of conflict and there must be considerable amount of 
effort put together to look into this during peace times. 

In all I strongly state that our communities and nation are facing enormous challenges as 
mentioned on security issues, post conflict rehabilitation, peace building and women and 
violence to name but a few. 

Distinguished delegates, I am pleased that you will discuss these pressing issues during 
the conference. 

State and Church 


Furthermore, Ladies and Gentlemen - It is a common desire for every government of our 
islands to have a continuous and strategic relationship with our churches. 

Our island Governments strongly believes, the church will always have an important role to 
play, not only its pastoral work, but in a much broader sense of development and nation 
building. 

It is therefore, vitally important that as leaders, we must seriously take this meeting as an 
opportune time to listen to God for His directions over the next couple of days. 

On behalf of the governments, I urge you this evening to dwell deeper into the forbearing 
relationship between the Church and State in humbly thanking you for your continuous 
prayers. 

Now, we need to remind ourselves that we have come together as regional church 
leaders, because of the shared heritage of our islands regional setting. What affects 
Solomon Islands undoubtedly have a good chance of being transmitted to your our 
neighbouring countries. It is therefore, important that we ensure gathering of leaders such 
as this capture the commonality of our challenge. 

If this country, Ladies and Gentlemen, I long to see a National Policy on the relationship 
and partnership between the Church and State - for us to be able to clarify and 
understand and develop the ongoing common partnership between these two important 
factors. 
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Distinguished guests, the church must rise up to take up its rightful place besides what the 
government is doing. Traditionally, at least in this country, for its own reasons it seems the 
churches does not want to involve in the things the government does, maybe in fear of 
being influenced by the circular world. 

For me, 1 personally hold the view that the church must strive to make more headway and 
to be seen in all forms of development that is taking place in our countries. The Church 
must steadfastly rise up and take its rightful place on the stage. It must fulfil its role as the 
light to those in darkness. A light that glows very dimly is not fulfilling its purpose and is no 
better than total darkness. 

The church also represents the body of Christ and his Kingdom here on earth. Hence, 
while it is therefore, important, that it remains different in the way it does things, it must 
also ensure that it effectively fulfils its purpose to our world today. 

The theme of the 10 th Pacific Council of Churches of Conference is and I quote, “Do 
Justice, Love mercy and walk humbly with God.” This reminds me of Isaiah 58:1-8 - 
where God in this context of the chapter was talking to his Church leaders of that time, 
who fasted and prayed to God to listen to them and they asked God why the Almighty did 
not even listen to them. His answer to them was plain simple, ’’Look you serve your 
interest on your fast day and oppress all your workers” - He was referring to their 
mistreatment to their own people. This is not good in his sight - even if we are the people 
of God and we stick to all our praying and fasting times but neglect own people our lights 
will not shine! 

The good news is that we need to do simple things - feed the hungry and clothe the naked 
and our light will shine. Friends - Justice and Mercy was what he was expecting from us. 
Yes, I do believe we all have a responsibility to take our countries to God, and as his 
representative on earth he expects us to lead the way as it is mentioned in the good book. 

The theme of this conference calls for the same “Do Justice, Love Mercy and Walk 
Humbly with God” - This is what God expects from all of us, not just by acting it, but by 
actually living it. 

Shout out! Do not hold back! Lift up your voice like a trumpet! 

The stage is set by the ministry of our Lord on earth, He lived the values of His Heavenly 
Kingdom among sinful men in a sinful world. He was in the world but he was influenced by 
the world, instead the very opposite did happened, He influenced the man’s world, and 
that is exactly what the church is urged to do. 

The church and the state must be partners in all developments that affect the lives of their 
citizens. Occasionally rivalry, tension or may I say misinterpretation and misunderstanding 
between the State and the Church is an unnecessary hindrance to a host of good things 
which can be achieved through a healthy and strong development bond or partnership 
between the State and the Church. 

If our citizens are not feeling the presence of our churches and governments then 
something is not right. We are duty bound to enhance this notion. 
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Some Possible Actions 


Ladies and Gentlemen in this Country - We are able to pull together some important 
national events and I would like to register accordingly that similar to your different 
countries the role played by churches in all of these events is tremendously important. 

As Christians, we all believe, one day we shall all be called to answer to God on what we 
do on earth. 

Therefore as a government we are also planning some national activities to bring all our 
church leaders together, and ask all the government ministries to present to them on 
government businesses. It is anticipated that this will strengthen the developmental 
working relationship between the Church and the State. 

We have organized a fellowship for all Public officers. We had the first one last year which 
everyone had enjoyed and agreed to make it an annual event. This is important because, 
we believe that public officers in our countries are far too often accused or labelled as 
corrupt, and in most occasion become the scape-goat for every evil that happens in our 
countries. 

Plans are also in motion to organizing a gathering for target groups in this country to come 
together, and have fellowship with each other. As Christians, we are body of Christ, and 
as such the body needs to function together, for the benefit of the body. It is appropriate 
for God’s people to come together often, because many of the problems we are facing in 
our societies today, whether social or economic, to some extent, have elements of spiritual 
connotation. 

The Government of Solomon Islands have budgetary allocations for Church support that 
are administered by my Ministry through the Members of Parliament. This one goes 
directly to our local churches in our rural communities and the government hopes that it 
will in away assist small such communities throughout the country. 

At this juncture may I also convey our sincere appreciation to our bilateral partner The 
Republic of China (Taiwan) for their assistance towards this event. Thank you for your 
continuous support. 

I also wish to thank the local organizing committee for making this event happen. I extend 
my thanks to your churches back home for their support in making your attendance to this 
conference possible. 

My Prayer 

Ladies and Gentlemen, My humble prayer today - with my hands outstretched for all of 
you to hold, is for us the churches and governments to forge a more meaning partnership 
in looking after ourselves and serving the purpose of God in our islands. 
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For this reason, i will be looking forward for the report of this conference and intend to 
bring to Cabinet and Parliament the Report of this 10 th Assembly Meeting of the Pacific 
Council of Churches. 

Open Conference 

Thank you listening, please enjoy this historical, unique and divide moment, and to you our 
visiting friends, once again, do take some time to enjoy yourself in this happy isles. 

I now wish to officially declare that the 10 th Assembly Meeting of the Pacific Council of 
Churches Conference be now opened. 

Ladies and Gentlemen, Thank you and God bless you. 


APPENDIX IV 

WORSHIP AND DEVOTION OF THE 10 th 
GENERAL ASSEMBLY 


Sunday 3 rd 

The Opening service of the 10 th Assembly 
Sermon 

ACT JUSTLY, LOVE TENDERLY, WALK HUMBLY WITH YOUR GOD 

Sisters and Brothers in Christ, we have so much to thank God for. The Ecumenical 
Journey is the Work of God’s Holy Spirit amongst us and so we praise God that we are 
once again gathered in the Name of Our God proclaiming Christ Jesus, the Son of God as 
our Saviour. 

The question asked in our Reading from the prophet MICAH is as valid today as it was 
2700 years ago. 

What shall I bring to the Lord God of Heaven when 1 come to worship Him. When I come 
to bow down before God the most High? 

I want to ask the question in another way: What must I do so that my relationship with God 
is as God has planned it to be? 

Will the Lord God be pleased if I bring him one year old calves, thousands of sheep, and 
an abundance of Olive Oil, 

Will 1 offer all to be a burnt sacrifice in honour of the Lord God. 

Will 1 sacrifice my first born child in reparation for my sins. 
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The answer the prophet Micah gives us is clear and vital for us. 

Micah points out that God has already shown us what is pleasing to Him and what the 
Lord God asks of us. 

We are asked: TO DO JUSTICE AND TO LOVE KINDNESS AND TO WALK HUMBLY 
WITH OUR GOD. 

Christ Jesus, THE WORD OF GOD, has confirmed for us in word and action that the 
teaching of Micah is at the very heart of our relationship with our God. 

In Mark 12:28 when the Teacher of the Law came to Jesus with the question: ‘Which 
commandment is the most important of all’ Jesus replied: “Listen Israel! The Lord our God 
is the only Lord. 

Love the Lord our God with all your heart, with all your soul, with your entire mind and with 
all your strength. 

The second most important commandment is this: ‘Love your neighbour as you love 
yourself.’ 

There is no other commandment more important than these two’. 

Here Jesus is giving us the very foundations of our Christian belief. The Pacific 
Conference of Churches has a long history of bringing together the various Christian 
Families of the Pacific, calling on us to build a society in the Pacific that has the three 
elements of what we have just read in Micah. 

Micah has told us clearly that God is calling on us: TO DO JUSTICE to lives that are 
founded on LOVE. 

Jesus, faithful to the teaching of our ancestors in Faith, used Deuteronomy 6:4-5 to spell 
out clearly that our love must in inclusive. 

This call to INCLUSIVE LOVE, that is love of God and love of neighbour as we love 
ourselves, ensures that we act justly towards them. 

Loving God with all our heart, with all our soul, and all our mind is the way in which we 
WALK HUMBLY WITH OUR GOD. 

Obedience to the Word of God, listening to our God, is the way to root pride out of our 
lives. 

The Pacific Conference of Churches has a building programme, what we want to build is a 
just society which respects the dignity of each and every person within society. 
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As builders we would do well to listen to the words of the MASTER BUILDER: Our Gospel 
Reading Mathew 7:21-27 offers us very sound advice as to the foundations we must lay so 
as to build a society according to the Mind of God. 

“Everyone who listens to these words of mine and acts on the will be like a sensible man 
who built his house on rock.” 

Jesus is the rock, the foundation, on which we try to build a society that reflects the Plan of 
God for Creation. 

Our society if built on the Jesus as the rock will be able to withstand the storms of change 
that are sweeping through the Pacific. 

Jesus was so clear in the opening of our Gospel Reading that it is not enough for us just to 
say to him, ‘Lord, Lord’, what have to do the will of God. 

Micah has spelt out clearly for us what the will of God is: “TO DO WHAT IS JUST, TO 
SHOW CONSTANT LOVE; AND TO LIVE IN HUMBLE FELLOWSHIP WITH OUR GOD’. 

The Pacific Conference of Churches is calling on our leaders to show a deep respect of 
the environment of the Pacific. 

We are all challenged by globalization and its effects on our society. Climate change is 
calling on those who have more face the issue of those who have less. There is no need 
for anyone in the Pacific to be left homeless if we all act with justice and show constant 
love. 

We would do well to soak ourselves in the spiritually of our ancestors in Faith. Happy is 
the person who follows not the counsel of the wicket: nor lingers in the way of sinners, nor 
sits in the company of scorners, but who delight in the law of the Lord and who ponders 
God law day and night. 

These opening words of Psalm 1 are a clear call for all of us to be people of integrity and 
people who refuse to be caught in the net of corruption. As men and women who want to 
build a society with Christ Jesus as the foundation, the rock on which our society will 
stand, this spirituality is our way forward. 

The person who delights in the law of the Lord is like a tree that is planted beside the 
flowing waters. 

The flowing waters are the graces of the Holy Spirit, whose presence we call down upon 
this 10 th Assembly to the Pacific Conference of Churches. 

Nourished by the Graces of the Holy Spirit we can be like a fruitful tree that yields it fruit in 
due season. 
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This is the due season; this is the time for all of us, for all of our Churches to cleanse 
ourselves from the ugly stains of domestic violence, sexual abuse, substance abuse, racia 
and gender discrimination, to root our pride and corruption at all levels of society. 

In preparing for this afternoon, challenged as I was by the theme of our Conference, I 
searched in our lectionaries for occasions in which the passage from Micah 6:6-8 is used. 

I found it interesting to note that it is on the celebration of the memorial of St. Henry, July 
13, that the Micah 6:6-8 is used. 

Who is this St. Henry? He was a German born 973 and died 1074, he had the tile Duke of 
Bavaria, and was later crowned Emperor, he was a man of his times, in a position of 
secular power who did not allow position and power to corrupt him. 

His claim to sainthood was his great zeal for the spread of the Gospel. We could say he 
shared the dream of the Pacific Conference of Churches. 

We are about the Kingdom of God in the Pacific and we are about the sharing of the Word 
of God within and outside the Pacific. 

In our Christian tradition we belong to a wonderful army of women and men who have 
committed their lives to do what we want to do today. 

They kept the flame of the Holy Spirit alive in our Churches down through the ages. Our 
task is to pass on that torch of Faith to the future generations of the Pacific to inspire them 
remain faithful to the light we have received. 

Lord, You filled those who have gone before us with your love and inspired them to spend 
their energy in the building of Your kingdom. 

In the midst of the changes of the world around us, keep us free from sin, may we always 
act justly and may our love for You and Your wonderful plan for creation always be the 
driving force for the Pacific Conference of Churches. We pray in Jesus’ Holy Name. 

Amen 

Monday 4 th 

The Reflection is based on Micah 6:8 as presented by Rev EricTakila 
Addressing the Conference: 

I feel honoured and privilege to share with you a short reflection on the above text (Micah 
6 : 8 ) 

Following this morning my other colleagues from other churches will bring to us reflections 
on the same text. This morning I am going to give a brief introduction to Micah 6:8. 
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Micah gives us very little about his own personal life, his occupation before becoming a 
prophet, or his family of origin. He grew up in Moresheth (see 1:1, it is probably the 
Moreshethe Gath of 1:14), a country village in the Philistine plain about six miles north of 
Lachish. He left Moresheth and moved to the capital city of Jerusalem where he delivered 
his sermons. 

There is no evidence that Micah was opposed by his audience (2:6-7). In spite of his 
strong words and condemnation about what was happening in Jerusalem the people 
remain silent. Micah functioned as a peripheral prophet. 

We don’t know exactly how long Micah functioned as a prophet. Leaders like Ahaz and 
Manasseh saw him as a problem while reformer Hezekiah received his ministry with 
support. 

We don’t know exactly how long Micah functions as a prophet in Israel. He probably 
started preaching as early as 735 BC. 

Micah in his preaching appealed for people in Judah to recognize what God will do to 
those who reject him. The possibility of this happening to Judah causes him to lament 
(1:8-16). If God’s people do not rid themselves of their deceptive theology, and if their 
leaders do not rule justly, there will be no hope. Micah’s theology is principled by God’s 
character and applied to bring about change. Indeed, acting on the basis of good theology 
changes everything. 

Our reflection this week is based on Micah 6:8. In this text the prophet speaks as if he is 
attending a court case where God is the Plaintiff, Prosecutor and Judge. Israel is the 
Defendant. The mountains are called as witnesses as God brings His charge against 
Israel. Why did God call the mountains as His witnesses? It is because the mountains 
were present when the Lord and Israel entered into a binding covenant at Sinai (Dent. 

4:26; 30:19; 31:28; Gn. 31:43-50). They were silent witness when the covenant was 
ratified. 

What was the charge? 

The charge is that the people had promised to obey God’s Law (Exod. 24:7); but have 
repeatedly broken their promises. You followed your own ways. God starts the lawsuit by 
asking the people why they had turned against Him and whether he has burdened them by 
making too many demands (6:3). They cannot answer these questions because God has 
been good to His people and has not burdened them. The Lord rehearses His kindness to 
them by pointing out the following:- 

1. He deliver them from slavery in Egypt 

2. He gave them great leaders like Moses and Aaron 

3. He protected them from their enemies 

4. He dried up the Red Sea and the Jordan river 
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5. He provided manner for them everyday 

The Lord was angry because His people had forgotten Him and broken the covenant. 

Even then God did not forsake them completely. He extended His love to them and still 
address them tenderly as “my people” (6:3,5). 

The People The 

people recognized that they had displeased God, but claimed that they do not know what 
God really wants from them. Their question indicates that they do not understand that 
God is more interested in their hearts than in their sacrifices (6:6). They are even 
prepared to sacrifice their firstborn children. This is wrong and against God’s law, it is 
pagan worship. 

Micah pointed out there was no need for more sacrifices. What the people needed to do 
was to repent of their unbelief and injustice and obey the covenant laws. 

When we fail to live up to God’s standards and character it is useless to cover up by doing 
good works and performing some sort of rituals to convince Him. 

The Verdict (v.8) 

God sums up the verdict in this court case in verse 8. The King of the Universe, the Most 
High Judge, the righteous and Holy of Israel requires His people to act justly, to love mercy 
and walk humbly with Him. 

Church this is the same God we worship and He does not change his standard. 

He requires the Pacific churches to act justly, love mercy and walk humbly with Him. 

The challenge this week is to come together and see how we can apply Micah 6:8 in our 
region. 

God Bless the Pacific Churches. 

Tuesday 5 th 

Devotion:by the Moderator of the SICA 

ACT JUSTICE, LOVE MERCY AND WALK HUMBLY WITH YOUR GOD 

MICAH 6:8 

WHO IS HE? - Identify him. 

In the context of Western hegemony, plurality, terrorism threats, sea level rising and cyber 
society, the question of Who is He (Yahweh is imperative). Who is Jehovah when only8% 
is controlling the entire world; the Pacific Ocean is killing her children through tsunami 
waves and when scientific technology is taking the global attraction. To begin answering 
this quest in the book of Micah, pone is equally faced with dilemma of the term Micah, 
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which means ‘Who is like Yahweh? The advantage, however, is that a discovery of one 
bird kills two birds. 

From the outset, the quickest answer is no one is like Him. The colonizers however, 
describe him as a European, with white and long nose. Silas Eto, the founder of Christian 
Fellowship Church (CFFC) resembles Him as an elderly fierce looking Melanesian. 
Theologically, everybody is like Him, for we are His image. Should the intention of the 
book of the Prophet is an articulation of YAYWEH, then a slow and thorough study is 
imperative. I would love to however; time does not allow me thus my search will only limits 
in Micah 6:8. 

He is good. Good is an adjective that measure the quality and success of a person and an 
activity. A student’s book is marked good after completion of an assignment. A journey is 
successful when a destiny is reached. Good pronounced ‘it is good’ at the end of a day’s 
work. Good is declared at the end and not at the beginning. The goodness of God is 
realized at the completed liberation act in the history of Israel, the missionaries’ enterprises 
within and abroad the region and fulfilment of choosing Solomon Islands as the host this 
year. 

Good is expression of meeting. We say good morning, day and evening when meeting a 
friend. The good God meets his people again after a lengthy period of parting. He 
receives them with love. In incarnation, He meets us through Jesus Christ. And in the 
fellowship of the Holy Spirit we continue meeting other people and God. 

He is the Divide Judge. As contrasted to an earthly judge where judgment is based on 
legal justice - condemns and removes sinners, His verdict is superseded by love and 
forgiveness. He forgives sinners even to pay their penalty on the cross. 

Finally but to mention a few, He desires an inward religious attitude. The world today 
emphasizes more on outward rituals and appearances as the basis of justification. White 
is usually referred to as good and black is demonic. Tattoo is a sign of identity and 
beauty. And casting of ballot paper with clear majority gives entrance into political 
leadership. These processes are nothing but resemblances of the Jewish external 
religious act. They lack justice, mercy and humility but encompass pride and injustice. 
Yahweh on the other hand desires justice, mercy and humility, the inward religious attitude 
of man. 

Because He is good all the time, let us be just, merciful and humble all the time. 

Wednesday 6 th 

Almighty God, we gather here from the Pacific. We call on you today to be with us. We 
ask you to be our facilitator. We pray for the Moderator, Deputy Moderator, and the 
General Secretary 
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Pray for all the churches of the Pacific and for all these we pray in and through the name 
of Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Thursday 7 th 


Friday 8 th 

“GOD LOOKS FOR THE TRUE WORSHIPPERS” 

Micah 6:8 

“He had showed you, o man, what is good, and what doth the Lord require of thee, but to 
do justly, and to love mercy, and to walk humbly with thy God”. 

There was a time when the church was the epicentre of pacific life and the pacific 
communities, strongly influenced and shaped our outlooks in all areas of pacific life, so 
strong that secular institutions built their founding principles on church stances and values, 
reflected in national emblems and national anthems of pacific nations. 

Over hundred years down the line of church in the pacific, the church has drifted away 
from that central position to an appendix in many pacific communities. Raised the concern 
where is our church influence in the pacific nations? 

The shift of church influences has negatively impacted the way Christian church opted to 
outsource the future to secular institutions. 

• Outsourcing storytelling to Hollywood fanatics (new generations grow to believe 
story telling belongs to Hollywood. 

• Outsourcing Innovation to Apple Company. 

• Outsourcing relationships to Facebook and social network. 

• Outsourcing care for the poor and the needy to the government agencies. 

• We our sourced justice and mercy to our judiciary systems and the church left to 
maintain liturgies. 

This unfortunate description regarding the church calls for a shift in the way church 
leadership comprehend, converse and do church in the pacific. It calls our attention as 
church leaders to principle areas of Christian faith ... a burden you found Jesus in the New 
Testament pushed to correct religious leaders who major on the minors, leaders who 
pushed the church maintain religious liturgies but fail to contribute to the issues of concern 
to society. 

“Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! For you tithe the mint and dill and cumin, 
and have neglected the weightier matter of the law, justice and mercy and faith; these you 
ought to have done, without neglecting the others”. Matt 23:23 
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In other words we cannot outsource our peculiar values to secular institution and remain 
Christians at the same time. A call to help Christians to move beyond liturgies, to place a 
balance on Christian doctrines and Christian practices. 

We have lost our central position in societies for Christians are comfortable pushing 
orthodoxy on the expense of orthopraxy, rightful doctrines from rightful practices. 

Orthopraxy is a combination of two Greek words meaning Correct Practice, and Orthodoxy 
is a combination of two Greek words meaning Correct Glory or Correct Faith. Orthodoxy 
refers to the beliefs, whereas Orthopraxy refers to putting those beliefs into practice. 

Our national newspaper earlier this week quoted the the PCC chair to say that “Christians 
must walk the talk” implies that the church cares to teach orthodoxy but fail orthopraxy. I 
hear church leaders blame secularism for the loss of church influence in our society a 
position that I dispute. I believe the displacement of the church in many societies is a 
direct result of imbalanced view on side as leaders. Church is perceived to be an hour of 
spiritual music and sermon from the pastors but parishioners failed to personalized and 
internalized teachings to real life in the communities. 

It calls into my attention a parable in the New Testament where Jesus told of someone 
who travelled down from Jerusalem to Jericho and fell among robbers, who stripped him 
and beat him and departed, leaving him half dead. Luke picked up the story in Chapter 10 
said that a priest and followed by a Levite saw him but failed to offer justice, mercy and 
they rushed to Jerusalem for religious appointments. The story ended with a Samaritan 
came into rescue, demonstrating the principle imbedded in Micah 6:8. 

Jesus asked the question which of these three is the true worshipper, proved to be the 
neighbour to the one fell among robbers? Obviously the Samaritan as Luke recorded. 

The choice of characters in this parable worth our attention if Pacific church leaders are 
serious in redirecting Christian church to a central position in our society. I believe the 
church has the talent and resources to once again become influencers of culture and 
agents of change in the pacific community if we move away from just being religious 
leaders to be spiritual leaders. 

This particular parable demonstrated that a true worshippers are those who by the grace 
of the Lord draw a balance in their understanding of the word and their practice, showing 
love, sharing love affects longevity. The Harvard University called this the “Mother 
Theresa effect”. The Mother Theresa Effect - The Supreme Importance of Helping 
Others. 

The conclusion of the study was that thinking about love, giving and receiving love, 
strengthens the immune system. 

They found out that those who return positive influences impacts to their communities are 
happier enjoyed longevity. So you ask me this morning tell me something about true 
worshippers, it is those who know God, and practice what they know. 
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Our social status have no bearing to the question of true worshippers . In the parable cited 
above one thought the Priest and the Levite were supposed to act justly and showing 
mercy. Instead the Samaritan who represents the outcast of society demonstrated values 
of true Christian beliefs. Affluent of society and well advance knowledge of Religious rites 
does not implicate with genuine Christianity. For what this parable is suggesting we might 
be " doing thing right but not necessarily doing the right thing " 

“Doing thing right is different from doing the right thing”. 

It leads me to my final reflection this morning ... the question of God looking for true 
worshippers is an end time question. As the pacific church draws closer to the day of the 
Lord, the question of true worshippers will gain momentum. Take time to observe, one will 
notice secular institutions are doing much better in the area of community services and 
addressing community issues that the religious groups. 

The shuttle difference that Christian service is driven from within, cooperate societies are 
doing it to build their profiles. Let’s serve Pacific churches beginning from within. 

Let me quote to you a Christian writer who 

• “As the leaven, when mingled with the meal, works from within outward, so it is by 
the renewing of the heart that the grace of God works to transform the life... 

• “...No mere external change is sufficient to bring us into harmony with God... 

• “...There are many who try to reform by correcting this or that bad habit, and they 
hope in this way to become Christians, but they are beginning in the wrong place. 
Our first work is within the heart”. (Col 97) 


Appendix V 

Bible Studies (Discernment) 


Monday 4 th 

I address the gathering today with the words of Prophet Micah. They are big, big 
words ,because God has reminded us that you know what is right - some of you 
mayask, when have we been called to do the right thing? We know what is good for 
us, what is good for me, what is good for you and what is good for your neighbour. 
Proverbs remind us that man shall work his own way. Yes, we ourselves, we direct 
ourselves where we want to go, what we want to do right, all that we do according to our 
own perception. So it may be prudent to look at the word of Micah. There is one 
important small word and that is ‘y° u ’- God needs you, God is speaking to you. We need 
not look elsewhere. We are told the answer - we look at ourselves. 

There is nothing that God wants from you, but to act justly - to do justice , to be happy to 
create love, and walk humbly before your God. God wants you to do the right thing. 
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What is right? In the book of Genesis, it says not to ask someone else to take the 
responsibility of others that need help? God has prepared us and reminds us of the words 
of Jesus - that when you do things to the least of his people you are doing it to him. If we 
hurt someone, then we are hurting Jesus. God is near us every day. He is like a 
fisherman - he nets in all the fishes, he nets in everything we do. So we need to be good 
and kind and do justice to our relatives and neighbours. 

The Maohi people before the palangi came to their shores and following their way of life, 
they would call out and invite anyone passing by their home to come in and eat....when 
they see somebody stumble, their father would be there to help. We knew what was good 
and what was right. We knew what we were expected to do. God has given you good 
things to enjoy. He has given you the Fenua...so you must live God’s words. Our 
language and the Fenua help us to know who we are. God has given us the Fenua the 
language to speak, and the language to know who we are. 

We don’t need to look elsewhere - we used to say, “Let others go first” we would go later 
when the going was smooth but God is reminding us to do the right thing. When we go to 
the shop, we may buy items, but, the items will come with the instructions on how to use 
them. Likewise, God has created us and he also has provided the instruction on how to 
use and behave ourselves. We must read the instructions - we must know what to do with 
ourselves, we must know how to behave. With the question - what is true? - Genesis 
says we are created in the image of God and the prophet Micah says we should do the 
right thing because we are made in the image of God. We have already been told - but 
people still do things their own way and not God’s way. So this is one call for all of us...we 
must act justly and walk humbly with our God. We have to be worthy of the image of God. 

Tuesday 5 th 

GROUP 1 -Bible Study 

ACTS 2:5-13 

• Pentecost Event 

- Different people/countries 

- Breaking barriers 

- Bringing the people together 

- Was an act of Justice 

- In God we are one 

- Micah tells us what to do - God first in our lives 

- Pentecost Event 

- Pentecost Event 

- Pentecost Event 

• Coming of the Holy Spirit 

- Attributes of God (Micah 6:8) 

- The Holy Spirit - enables us to have these attributes 
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• Beginning of ECUMENICAL movement for the different people from different countries. 

• Speaks of the VANUA 

- The word/wonders of God should be taken/told to their respective Vanua. 

• BARRIERS - BROKEN 

- People were able to hear the Gospel in their own language 

- To take back to their own people/country 

• ACTIVATING FACTOR - THE HOLY SPIRIT 

© GENTILES - being welcomed/and were empowered. 

• FOCUS = GOD 

Wonders of God> translated in their own language. 

• UNBELIEF 

We need to believe in Jesus 

• Key element is “FAITH” 

• Tahiti’s celebration 

• Selfishness—► Suffering 

Harms women/children 

• Requirement of God 

“To have Faith” - To believe 

• Many parts, One body 

We need to ask as individuals what does the Lord require of us. 

What do we need to do to meet God’s requirements? 

• God’s creation - through God’s power 
We are good because HE is good 

We are not good if we do not follow God’s life instructions (Micah 6:8) 

We doubt ourselves 
Gender balance 
Global warming 

And that is why we are struggling 

• SALVATION 

- God’s plan for salvation - Egypt 

- The covenant - God’s love of his people 

- Thru Jesus he showed his love. 

• SUMMARY 
MICAH * Action 

ACTS/JOHN—► Empowerment/Activates 

GROUP 2 - Bible Study 

What does the Pentecost story & Micah 6:8 have in common, what does it mean? 

- Bringing people together, in their own communities, bringing together the different 
languages. 

- Been challenged by and with the truth. 
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- People who walk humbly with God have an extra-ordinary gift. Only by walking 
humbly with God can justice and mercy be achieved. 

- Acts is not about the individual but it is about a crowd of people who were 
empowered by God’s power to address issues in a practical and real way. 

- God didn’t show favouritism - he spoke all languages - your language. 

Micah ◄-► Acts link 

- God fearing*-► walking with God 

- Broken barriers between Jews/Non-Jews 

- One message proclaimed in different languages. 


You must live the law. In 
idols and you can only do 
Gospel/Acts is universal, Micah was just for the Jews 

Micah 6:8 is about newness of life - Transformation, live by the power of God. 

John 3:12 Quote from Father Kevin Barr’s our service into the people, you must love the 
people in order to serve them, what is needed is compassion, compassion and more 
compassion. 

Salvation has been set from the beginning, we need to accept it. Choose to understand or 
not to understand. Nicodemus didn’t understand. How do we communicate these 
principles of justice, mercy and humbleness to this world? 

Faith must be real and practical. Nicodemus goes to Jesus seeking enlightenment, he has 
already surrendered. 

Surrender -► Transformation-► New Life 

In our culture, we are taught not to surrender but to fight or to run (Flight/Fight) 

Quality of Images - John’s Gospel 

- Night/Day 

- This world/Next world 

It is possible to live out next world principles in this world. While Micah Justice if Mercy 
can only be achieved by walking humbly with God. John 10:10b: I have come that they 
may have life and have it to the full. 

GROUP 3 

What discernment can we learn from Acts Micah’s 2, 5-13 

Micah’s Statement 

Rev. Reuben read Acts 2:5-13 

Discussions 

What does this mean? 

Verse 11 - Deed of Power 


Gospels bind two-texts together 


Micah 6:8 Summary of the Law 


Love God 


Love vour neighbor 


bur accessories, your 
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In linking with the Assembly theme 

- It is easier to do justice within our own circle and culture 

- It means doing justice beyond our own cultures 

- (Helen) walking humbly 

- Walking in the spirit of God in us and with us 
Bible Study 

Live that life 

You are able to work justly 
We must not misinterpret 
The spirit of God was bestowed 
We have to open our hands and listen 

- Acts 2 - when the spirit was bestowed on every one of us 

- A very strong appeal to all who believe in God 

- As believers we must act 

- Respect all that God has created 

- Very powerful 

- Cutting trees and plants 

- Micah’s words is a command, heavenly command 

- It’s good to ask ourselves - a group of people are filled with the spirit Jesus in the 
fulfilment 

- To experience and living it in our communities 

- A message for every one of us 

- When we see justice done, people walking humbly - am I seeing the spirit of God in 
people who don’t go to church or prisoners. 

- God’s spirit is in all creation and cannot be limited to Christianity; 

We need to deal with earthly things before we can hope to understand heavenly things 
Micah 6:8 is a command from God to every person, every culture to obey the spirit of 
God will enable us not to just Act but to live justly with our God; lover mercifully with our 
God, as well as walking humbly for our God. 

GROUP 4 

What discernment can we learn from Acts 2,5, 13 on Micah’s statement. 

Reading from bible of Micah 5-13 
Time to individually reflect 

Because the Holy Spirit showed himself to the people and all understood his word in their 
own tongue. They were astounded. 

Micah shows us that we as a General Assembly together can understand each other and 
the messages. 

Created on Mauri, so I should stay as part of this culture. You have adapted to this land 
and culture and so should you remain. 

Practically - In our own setting are we living justly - as Pacific people 
Are we treating our women fairly? Do we walk humbly with God in this way? 
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Violence, beating - what do they promote? 

Micah, relating to our lives. 

People around us do harder work and are paid less. Is this just - Chinese shops? 
Do we treat our children justly, teaching them with the stick is not positive. 

Are we going to have sufficient time to do what Micah is saying? 

Today, convenience is so much a part of our lives. 

So time is used too much to work. 

Not enough time is spent with family and children. This is not in keeping with 
Micah’s message. 

We must choose to spend time with family and our quality time with the Lord. 

Our Youth now have so many distractions, sports, technology spreading. 

In 20 years (future generations)maybe we will have lost the precious time we save 
for the Lord. 

(Aus) Aboriginal man when we understand our own language, we understand the 
Lord’s message better than in English. 

At the airport coming to Honiara I reflected that Western culture, has not taken over 
here. People in the Pacific are still independent. This is not the base for us. There 
is a chance for you to avoid what has happened to us. Our culture is dominated by 
Western outside. 

Youth and women have a right to higher education. 

We must spend quality time with God, it is only through this quality time we are able 
to see how to serve those less fortunate to us. 

All the believers were together. Even in their different languages, backgrounds, 
point of view. They all understood the word of the Lord. 

In Micah it says you must hire with Justice, what is the church doing to bring Justice 
to governments in our country. 

In Vanuatu, one of the most corrupt nations in the Pacific, Is the church fighting for 
Justice for its people in life. 

We have to do more to carry out Micah. 

How do we understand spiritual life? 

It is hard to hear the spiritual message of the Lord, To do this you must spend 
quality time with the Lord. 

Early is good time to spend this quality time. 

Finish with prayer 

GROUP 5 

Questions 

1. What discernment can we learn from Acts 2:5-13 on Micah’s statement? 

It’s Pentecost - people there, came from different regions - They are one, with the 
same Holy Spirit received. They speak different languages with the same power 
because they focus on the words of Jesus. 
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2. There is a force that leads them and is the power of God’s word filled with the Holy 
Spirit - That power, they can talk in different languages, they are sharing together. It is 
the power of the Holy Spirit. 

3. In line theological context of the passage: it is bringing the people together, different 
people can understand each other. It is the work of the Holy Spirit. 

In relation to Micah 6:8 - there is existence of humility with these people - To do justice is 
to translate this value “God’s word” to people - Bringing the message of God to 
(Gender)every people- to the life’s situation in the communities. 

4. Holy Spirit unifies us through God’s word - we are people from different islands in the 
Pacific, God’s word unites us. 

5. Humility - These people in Acts 2:5-13 Galcalecus and apostles, they are humble, they 
have humility - these attributes allowed them to receive the Holy Spirit. 

6. In relation to Micah 6:8, the Holy Spirit does not discriminate between 
men/women/children, everyone . Holy spirit is for all - we can learn that the Holy Spirit 
does not discriminate - There is always Justice in the work of God’s spirit. 

7. Loving mercy is a new life from God given to us by Jesus. To love others and to know 
God through others, and it comes from the word of God. 

8. Carry out God’s mission with the power of the Holy Spirit. 

Micah - prophet Micah filled with God’s Spirit and He could speak to people. 

Today, we are doing God’s mission in the Pacific, we must be with the Holy Spirit. 

9. Obey 

Just before Pentecost, the apostle waited for the comforter to come as Jesus promised it 
to them. They waited for Jesus’s promise. If they disobeyed Jesus at that time, there 
won’t be “Pentecost” today. Act justly (Micah 6:8) to act justly by obeying, believing and 
waiting upon the Lord and with love and humility. 

10. The presence of the Holy Spirit in the present life - us. We cannot the verse in Micah 
6:8 if we don’t have the Holy Spirit and his power in our lives. Act justly is we must go 
by God’s word. 

John 2:12 Story of Nicodemus. “To be born again”. 

1. The impossible and the possible - Nothing is impossible. We have to believe, pray and 
accept Christ in our lives. 

2. Sometimes we are like Nicodemus. 

We rely on our own knowledge thus we act unjustly towards God. 

3. There is an attitude of judging others, that we use today to judge others whose lives 
are similar to Nicodemus. 

We close our sharing with the words in chorus No. 73 in the PCC hymn book. 

GROUP 6 

1. What discernment can we learn from Act 2:5-13 on Micah 6:8 statement? 

- The coming of the Holy Spirit allowing them to speak in tongues 

- The fruit s of the spirit are the common themes with the two readings 

- To act justly, love mercy and walk humbly in the Holy Spirit 
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Allowing the Holy Spirit to take control of all we do 

It’s a transformation - while they were praying and things started to happen 

It’s a transformation - while they were praying and things started to happen 

Looking forward to a new transformation - Like here in the Pacific - we need a new 

transformation. But are we ready for this new transformation? 

Providing an avenue for the Spirit to come. 

1. Providing an avenue for the Spirit to come 

2. To accept the Holy Spirit 

3. Act justly, love mercy and walk humbly 

- Acts is showing us the physical manifestation of the Holy Spirit - this is the practical 
part. Micah showed us the theory part. 

- Holy Spirit signifies and empowers us - we cannot do it on our own. 

- No one can change you only God can. We will be listening to the Word of God in 
our own language. 

- The word is language and the language is God. 

- It was the power of the Holy Spirit that allowed everyone to understand each other, 
even though they were speaking different languages - one language in God - need 
to be connected to Him, so we can understand what is happening. Those that are 
not in the spirit - look on at us - as if we are strange and drunk. 

2. Linking Jesus Statement - John 3:12-what prevents us from discerning 
life/Salvation. 

- Our eyes are set on the things of earth and not heaven 

- Be born again and understanding what that means 

- Not knowing where we come from 

- Not listening what prophets are saying and people still understanding and doing 
their own things 

- Our own nature and understanding prevents us. 

- We need to work with the Holy Spirit and have faith. 

- We are short sighted - not looking at things of Heaven 

- Understanding the purpose of the PCC and stopping us from doing what God wants 
we can’t do anything without God. There are so many things standing in our way. 
But we need to allow the Holy Spirit to move us to do His work. 

Our Main Themes: 

- Receive the Holy Spirit 

- Be born again 

- Act Justly 

Closing Song: Our way putting this study into action. 

1. Read your bible pray every day, pray every day, pray every day (2x) 

Read your bible pray every day and you will grow, grow (4x) 

2. If you don’t read your bible Forget to pray, forget to pray, forget to pray(2x) 

You will shrink, shrink, shrink (4x) 
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GROUP 7 
QUESTION 1 

The spirit is driving people into the street. 

1. You hear different languages, a gospel in different languages. 

2. a. It is hopeful that the gospel ► out 

NOT messy 

not always straight forward 
b. Act Justly - is to get the gospel imo the street, it’s ecumenical 

3. To preach the gospel to everyone with their own language. 

4. When we experience the Holy Spirit then only we can walk humbly with our God. 

5. Transforming of ourselves by receiving the Holy Spirit, then we can talk and spread 
the Gospel. 

6. Our relationship with the Living God is the Holy Ground to do the work. 

7. Holy Spirit is in the world not only in the Church. Church picks this up then the church 
is called to act justly. 


A. Holy Spirit helps us to do what Micah wants us to do. 

B. Ethnic Religious Culture - comfort in life - may forget to act according to Micah. 
Parts of these make us listen to the gospel. Parts of us do not accept gender based 
violence. That’s why Ecumenism is fundamentalist. 

C. For Nicodemus in his time, he did not do what Micah wrote. But the Holy Spirit in 
us makes us understand what Micah says. 

D. Act Justly - Christ frees me from my cultural belief/s so I can act just as ordered in 
Micah. 

E. Mandate Purpose 

- Communion Table 

- Our fellowship in God helps us to Act justly 

F. Christ in us can make us experience the pain that the poor, the unfortunate people 
out there are experiencing then we are compelled to go out and walk humbly with 
God. 

GROUP 8 

Francophone (Youth Delegates) 

Jesus words in John 3:12 and Micah 6:8 - what hinders us from knowing the way to 
life. 

- We all know what is good but we don’t care about the teaching of the Fenua 

- If we want to know what God wants of us, we must remain in and know our context, 
know our identity, know and use our own language, our culture, our identity 
because they are God’s gifts to us. God provides everything we need to express, 
share, use. 
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Wednesday 6 th 

GROUP 1 

The Day when the Holy Spirit came down into Jerusalem, the disciples spoke in many 
different languages as such the people could understand each other. 

Likewise, the prophet Micah also spoke our own language - when the prophet said “You 
know what is right”. We do not need to go far away to understand, to know what others 
said but only for you to know what God expects you to do. 

Isaiah 58:6 

If we love God, then we are free. Liberating your neighbour. We always have 
shortcomings, but God gave his son to set us free. 

My faith with God sets me free. 

Self-determination, because you were made according to the image of God, we should act 
Godly. 

HE IS THE TRUTH AND LIFE. 

Sometimes we focus on the love of God but we forget our social responsibility; 
Self-beneficial but we should also focus on our neighbours as Jesus said Love YOUR 
NEIGHBOR AS YOU LOVE YOURSELF. 

When you free somebody, you need to free yourself first. Make sure to reconcile with 
others. 

Solomon Islands 
Freedom is a gift from God. 

To be free you need to have a close relationship with others. 

We are free when we decide and act. 

GROUP 2 

READINGS MICAH 6:8 ISAIAH 58:6 ISAIAH 8:36 ISAIAH 5:3 

The WORD’ as the stone and its ripple effects upon the world: Human understanding is 
different to God’s understanding. Fasting - observing traditional practices rather than 
observing God’s WORD. Your response or non-response to a situation can have ripple 
effects. The person at the pool waited 38 years and then his moment finally came - where 
then are your wounds? 

YFK and his struggle with segregation. You drop a stone and it has a ripple effect, keep 
dropping stones and build the ripples in to a wave. Rose Parks who refused to stand and 
give her seat to a white man. Her actions lead to the civil Rights movement in the USA. 
You can influence for good or no for good. 

Person at the pool was set free after 38 years but church leaders were not happy? The 
law was broken? Without justice you are still enslaved. 

Churches then can be agents of enslavement and oppressions, the enemy within? Church 
binds its people with Policies constraining their freedom of expression. Isa is making a 
commentary on Micah, as they were contemporaries in South Judah. Isa and Judah not 
just speaking to Politicians but too religious leaders as well. 
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Fasting - what is the meaning of it? On Sunday you love God, Monday to Saturday you 
love your neighbour. In seeking the ultimate connection with your neighbour, you 
experience something of God. Too many other worldly images of God. 

- Freedom is your own language? 

Maohi - Tia Ma - Stand Clean 

Fiji - Freedom in chains - Social structures define your status and place and role 
in society 

Communal or individual Freedom. Freedom of choice, unchained. 

- Your prayer on your own 

- Ola - life 

Types of Freedom: Freedom from, Freedom to, Freedom for 

- Where does freedom and justice in the Pacific begin and end? 

GROUP 3 

Question 

How the image of a child doing stone ricochet on water and the summary of the law Jesus 
gave in Math 22, 37-40 can help us understand Micah statement “You know what is good” 
Read: Isaiah 6, 20-25 
John 8, 36 

- A proclamation “If I set you free, you are free indeed”. 

- John 5,3 - in this lay may invalid, the lame, blind 

- What is our image of God, Father, Parent, the Caretaker somebody waiting for me 
to come home 

- He is the Giver 

- God is my ultimate love 

- infinite generosity 

- God is with me, with us. 

- That there is only one God 

- God is spirit and God of life 

- God is real, and He exists 

- What do we mean about freedom in our context 

- God gives us the opportunity to respond he invites us and we have the choice. 

- We have the right to live in the will of God 

- We have the freedom of Choice 

- Freedom and allowed to make mistakes 

- Freedom is the ability to take responsibility 

- Sauloto (in Tuvalu) 

- Respect and humility in your life 

- You have opportunity to do anything 

- To do anything with the accepted norms of society 

- Samoa (example shared) they believe in one God 

- Some don’t believe in the Trinity but believe in one God, the people choose. 

- Free from bondage 

- Christ died on the cross to give us freedom 

- Reminded about the Lenten season for some of us - the time to reflect 
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Question - Is there real freedom? 

Discussions: 

- Freedom can be complicated because it also deals with relationships, families, 
cultures and communities. 

- Obedience - a good way maybe is to say listening to God 

- If you respond in love 

- God’s invitation is a huge invite to listen to him and do what he wants us to do 

- Their dignity as persons is not hurt by saying yes. 

- Church friendly - provides that space. 

GROUP 4 

Question 1 The Pharisees and the Sadducees knew what was right but asked 
questions to trap Jesus. 

We are made in the ‘image of God 1 - all good things are put into us. Our physical body 
show the good through our actions and we fail to live up to the ‘image of God’. 

We cannot see our relationship we have with our God. 

Stone - Love 

The greater the impact of the throw, the greater the ripples - when we ‘love the Lord with 
all our heart, with all our souls and with all our mind, it will have a greater impact with our 
neighbours. The further the ripples travel, the further God’s love in us will touch many who 
are in the world. 

Do we already know what is good? What are we doing with the injustices in our countries? 
Today, we want to throw in our stones - we put in our own things (agendas, etc.) that are 
not aligned to our readings. 

We must be practical with our faith and serve those whom we know in our hearts that we 
need to attend to and not the ones we want to serve. We must practice what we preach. 
Ministers of the church - do not serve the rich only - but serve those at the backyard too 
(living at the margins of our society) 

HALLELUJAY!!! 

GROUP 5 

The group share ideas about the stone dropped on the water and its effect. Also shared 
ideas on all the bible readings in relation to Micah 6:8 

From Asaiah 58:6 - Fasting is a way to ask God with humble heart, to have a clean life. 
Asking with faith 

Fasting and action - it’s a spiritual fighting. It’s “sacrificing yourself - is giving up - your 
worldly life for God - In order to be free and can be able to help others. 

John 8:36 - To have complete freedom, and complete freedom comes only from God. 

John 5:3 Lots of people were there around the pool and wanted to be healed. 


Report of the 10th PCC General Assembly 


160 


3-10, Mar, 2013 Honiara Solomon 



People around the pool - it is the whole communities (people of different age) need 
freedom - free from different sicknesses. We are the one who can help them to see the 
God and can be freed. 

The story of the stone dropped on the water can be seen in this way also. 

Vertically and Horizontally: 

Vertically - Jesus came down immerged himself in human in Islands in the Pacific. 
Horizontally - Is the effect of the “dropping” on the surface of the ocean. 

If we don’t see an live in the effects of it, it is because we have limitations in our lives. 

We have to free ourselves completely and stay in good relationship with out God through 
Jesus Christ, and that is to love the Lord your God with all your heart and mind and soul. 
That is life in Micah 6:8 

GROUP 6 

Isaiah 58:6 John 8;36 John5:6 Matt 22:37-40 Deut 30:11-14 
You know what is good? 

How can the readings help us prepare the path to goodness/righteousness? 

- The stone is thrown and on impact it sends out ripples - God is the centre and the 
ripples are the effects that God has and spreading. 

- Love your God with all your heart and neighbour. 

- God is coming and close to us - His word is not far. He is right next to you. 

- Have a humble heart. 

- The moving of the water moves where the stone is thrown and love the lord with all 
your heart. 

What is the application? Especially to the PCC. 

- Each individual member church needs to voice their needs - we need to seek and 
ask Jesus to help us and come together with God - as He will lead us. 

- We are being challenged by the reading John 5:3. Jesus is there to help us, heal 
us. 

- The PCC needs to be inclusive of all churches. 

- The PCC is the stone, the child is the member churches and the ripples are all the 
programmes and other stuff that the PCC is trying to do in the Pacific - The mission 
is here. 

- Is PCC mission being fulfilled within the Pacific? Here now we within this complex - 
how are we meeting this missions. 

- Is peace in the Pacific? You can’t get peace with pistols and raffles. 

- We need to depend on God and His word. 

- We the Pacific we have all the Freedom that most countries don’t experience - it’s 
our time to give back. 

Start the ripple effect. 

We need to tell the world this is how the Pacific does it. 

ARE WE CLOSING IN GOD? 
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- We have so many churches - new ones popping up on our islands - how can we 
work with them? God is loving we are united with God - especially in Tuvalu. 

- We need to focus on God - keep it basic - we are making things complicated for us 
- we need to go back to what is important - GOD! 

- We already have out constitution - the word of God is our meeting, meeting the 
mission of God? Or just keeping us busy to distract us from His mission? We know 
the enemy goal is to keep us from God so His mission will not be successful. 
Keeping busy in God's work, without love or regular time with our Lord means 
nothing. We have to constantly always keep God is the forefront be refreshed in 
His Holy Spirit. 

GROUP 7 

Interpretation of Freedom in own language in relation to Micah: Act Justly, Loving Mercy 

and Walk Humbly with God. 

1. Love unconditionally - multi-ethnic, religious, skin colour. 

2. Light stone does not cause any effect, just like your love will not last. 

3. Understand with wisdom 

4. Freedom in Christ unites us to do what is good for the PCC and to others. 

5. That freedom with Jesus will help us to challenge the system. 

6. Freedom of everything 

7. Freedom in Christ helps me to reflect how effective is the ripples of evangelization 
to others. 

8. Call/Rock that cause the ripples to us/churches to see how private and political 
leaders are engaged in the transformation of the society, compassion, love, care, 
acting justly, mercy and work with those in need. 

9. Still the church people are encountering system that stills imprison insensitive to 
systems that exploits people to pay low wages, work long hours, welfare not looked 
after. 

10. The love that permeates all that we do. 

GROUP 8 

FRENCH SPEAKING GROUP 

1. You and your God 

2. We are asked not to hide yourself or ourselves but only yourself 

3. This is not a judgment but it is rather a re-confirmation of yourself. 

4. The smallest picture is getting bigger and bigger to link with others which make more 

bigger 

5. To get effort to love yourself 

6. The beginning of the image of a stone is the start of your life from your birth, so that 

your faith may grow because of yourself and you are the sole reason of your faith. 

7. It is not through the eyes of the others that take decision for yourself and your whole 

life but to live up life in its fullness; therefore, this is your own confession of faith. 
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8. To tell or to hide does come from yourself but not from someone else. 

9. It is your or yourself whom God is asking but to no one else. 

10. It is perhaps not the same way to say things but it is rather the same desire to fulfil 
God’s expectations. 

11 .We are one with your God because there is only one God. 

Thursday 7 th 

SELF-DETERMINATION 

1. To free people from its own critical situations in your task from the place you live 
because you contributed to the suffering and burden the lives of people; 

2. It is easy because you are one of the reasons of the problem. This is why the 
problems are still continuing on; 

3. If you remain an actor or continue to watch, this is also a judgment to yourself. For 
example, in parish life, people should not live in fear, in disagreement but to try to solve 
the roots of the evils in which lie his or their fears. 

4. This is not a kind of revolution but a testimony that people is to be the main focus so 
that there is justice. 

5. So that there is respect to one another, then mutual respect will be live up. Self- 
determination is God’s desire. The beginning of self-determination or of freedom 
means to clean up yourself first. 

STEWARDSHIP COMMISSION GROUP 

How can the concepts/images of the child, the oral tradition and the text of Deuteronomy 
30:11-14 helps us prepare the path to goodness righteousness. 

- The word is in our mouths and heart - not in heaven, it is near so we can obey it. 

- We need to speak His word and that way we are on the path of righteousness 
things, but speak His word and that way we are on the path of righteousness. 

- The example of the stone thrown into the water, creating an effect of ripples, part 
of the effect is Deuteronomy 30. Its serious - need to choose between what is 
good and we know what is good. Today people have their own ideas of what is 
good or bad - but as Christians the word says clearly what is good. 

- Talking about our salvation and what is good. 

- It’s a matter of choice - you know what is good - but you have to choose 

- As a child we have our spirit and as we grow older we lose our way 

- WE have an option yes or No - We have to choose 

- Giving excuses so that we can just disobey - in order to do what we want to do 

- In PNG, the Christians are not ready to receive the word of God, before when 
missionaries came the people were excited - Now taking the word of God today, 
the people are ready to receive the word - they are waiting to see the character of 
the pastor. 

- The land and the people are connected - breathe life into each other -we need to 
look after each other 
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- As Christians we need to read the word, reflect on the word, share the word and 
allow God to speak through you. 

- Need to give Glory to God in all things. 

- The word of God - near our hearts, in our minds and hearts and it is good 

- The word needs to be put in simple language - people think that it only belongs to 
the Theologians/Pastors - it needs to be put into ‘child’ like language 

- PCC Presentations need to be in simple language - that all peoples can 
understand. We are all from the villages - grassroots. God is clear, simple and 
easy to understand. 

- As humans, we spend so much time creating barriers, constitutions when God’s 
work is simple - childlike - He only wants us to love Him - so we can be like 
Jesus. Like the Jesus stones - so we can throw or be thrown into the world and 
make heaps of ripples. The more stones thrown the more ripples made. 

- Yesterday, presentation was good presentation using simple language, relevant 
examples. 

- Being a steward - good steward in our own homes first - before trying to help 
others 

- Stone is me, ripples is character - water is the word of God as we grow. 

STEWARDSHIP COMMISSION 

CLIMATE CHANGE 

QUESTION 1 

You know what is good 

How the concepts/images of the child - 

“The child’s life: characters of a child developed by his/her parents. Child’s faith is shown 
when parents come home, their child is glad to meet them - The child trusts them. 
Relationship between the parents and their child is very strong. 

Deuteronomy reminds us to what is good - The faith of a child is totally laying upon his/her 
parents, in the way Abraham put his/her parents, in the way Abram put his faith and trust 
in his God then God blessed him. 

Another point 

We must teach our children to grow in self-confidence and when they are in their 
adulthood, they will be strong in their faith and trust themselves. 

Another view 

We must continue to do what is good in our communities e.g. Respect our Elders (the way 
we live in Pacific) continue to let it exist and practiced. 

Another view 

It is easy to talk to the children or talk about them but it is different when we put ourselves 
in their shoes. The goodness and the righteousness of God is there in their hearts and 
these good characters should be passed on. 

Now we know the goodness of God and have knowledge how to pass it on. 
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Another view 


A human kind, human fall of God’s glory — it means we are no way hear God. Jesus’s 
word in Luke’s Gospel about the children inheriting the Kingdom of God. It is a call to us 
- Individual - “we should be like a child.” Yumi (we) must become like a child by obeying 
and trusting God. 

QUESTION 2 

Earth/Land as mirror of Humanity - can it help humanity discern God’s manifestation, but 
how can we see God in Tsunami and Earthquake and other natural disasters? 

Seeing God’s goodness (good times) it is easy however seeing God is goodness in difficult 
times of different situations - It is difficult. 

This is a real and serious question 

There is a talk we are usually using it in our churches gathering: “God is good? 
Response: All the time 

May be, instead of “All the Time”, we can say change to it “Sometimes only” 
because we usually see God’s manifestation only in good times? 

SELF-DETERMINATION 
DEUTERONOMY 30 11-14 

This word or scripture has given us courage about hearing and obeying what GOD wants 
us to do. 

We don’t need to depend on someone who is going to be the messenger. We don’t need 
anyone to tell us what GOD wants us to do! We all know that GOD created us, and we 
know what is good which GOD wants us to do! He also gave us our heart, everything 
comes out from the mouth, it comes from our heart! If we love GOD, we must obey his 
words and do it as well. 

- That land owns us, not us that own the Land! 

- As we have seen the climate change, tsunami, hurricane, cyclone, they destroy 
the plants and creatures before human destroys it. 

- If you read all of the verses in these scripture, it will help you in your Christianity 
life. It can build you up! Read verse 19 that is going to be our back up. 

STEWARDSHIP 

Reading: Deuteronomy 3011-14 

- Drop stone into the water, it ripples.Starts and as time goes on it gets less 

. nee d new stoned to be dropped (renewal, continuation). Drop small stones 

ripple is small.Drop big stone, ripple bigger. Drop small stones (good) 

good is rippled. 

Oral tradition, we are taught to know what is good, right passed on to use the 
history of our churches and traditions. Early missionary came and 
acknowledged but locals are not mentioned. 
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Micah 6:8 is to be Passed down for us to act justly, lover mercy, walk humbly with your 
God. 

- History of Christianity was passed down, the dropping of the stone has stopped. 
We need to continue dropping from where they left off e.g. sending missionaries 
from Fiji to Solomon Islands. 

- Elders good in memorizing but we today depend too much on the bible (the 
word) 

- Many times we pass the wrong things and ripples (bad) but we need to look at 
our hearts. We need to pass on good things. 


Friday 8 th 

GROUP 1 - 

Mathew 25:40 - DO WHAT IS RIGHT 

- What the King said : Whatever you are doing to these people, you are doing it to 
me. 

- Signs of the resurrected Jesus 
Question 2 

What prevent us from practicing love constantly. Transformation, Renewal 
Mathew 16:24 - Jesus said to deny ourselves. - Self Denial 
QUESTION 3 

How can a plant help us discern the meaning of commandment? 

- Connect to the vine 

- Psalm 1 - Good tree will bear good fruit. Bad tree will bear bad fruits. A tree has 
many parts 

MATHEW 25:40 

Faith & Actions: Actions are the outward visible signs of your inward faith. Faith 
and Actions have to match but what is more important our convictions of our 
Actions? Actions speak louder than words, Faith and Actions on orientation of heart 
and mind. We must respond from the heart so our intentions are real. If we spend 
all our time thinking and reflecting , we get nowhere. 

What is your motivation? Actions are one thing but what is behind your actions, 
what is your motivation? Must remember the image of God in any situation. What 
we offer a situation, we offer to God. Can justice and Mercy ever be separated or 
do they flow from each other. What is the difference between God’s justice and 
mercy and human justice and mercy. 

God’s -Agape, Forgiveness, Restoration 
Human - Punishment, Prison 

Love constantly: Love thy enemy - very hard so how big is your heart? Possible 
with Christ 
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Can you love in every situation? If you are no at every situation even event, then 
you are criticized. Love constantly, not possible with a human heart. Can 
only be achieved with a new heart and new spirit. 

Plant/Tree: One life is symbiosis. Must have love as your default settings. Life 
experiences will wither take you away from, or take you closer to God. In Fiji was 
taught the value of relationships between humans & nature. Always ask weeds, 
trees for their permission before you take their lives. As nature also has a purpose 
in God’s plans. 

GROUP 3 

Discernment: Micah 6:8 & Mathew 25:40 
What does Acting justly mean for. 

Keywords: The least, the vulnerable, the forgotten, the elderly, women, children, 
disabled. 

Actions: 

1. As church all prophetic voice is to act justly with and for the vulnerable. 

2. Do not wait for Jesus to come before you act 

3. The most vulnerable is the unborn child - Archbishop Adrian 

4. We are going in the wrong direction to act justly; Justice has two understandings 
- righteousness and loving. Acting justly, against injustice seems to be the role 
of the government and social service organizations. Acting justly with the 
vulnerable is a matter for the church - Fr. Tavita 

5. We know that what the church has been doing over the last 40 years in the PCC 
has not made much of a difference to addressing violence on women, girls, 
elderly and disabled. 

6. We need a drastically radical change as church to address this issue? 

GROUP 4 

1. To Act with Justice/Do what is right is sometimes difficult to do - our challenge is 
LIVING THE WORD. We participate in theological education and 
discussions/reflections but fail to or find its’ difficult to ‘walk the talk’. We must 
recognize respect and value each other as God’s Image then we will/can do justice 
- ‘Do unto others what you want others to do unto you.’ 

2. The meaning of ‘love’ covers the entire life - is inclusive of the whole of life. We are 
required to Love unconditionally and to continue to love. To look at the meaning of 
the word ‘love’ in your own language will help you understand it better with all 
behaviour and actions pertaining to it. 

3. John 152 - Prune the tree ad it will bear more fruits. Humankind and trees all living 
creature. Eco-exist - we must accept them with tasks given to them by God to do 
for the earth and all its inhabitants. We are fruitful because we want to be whom we 
are not. 
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4. Trees were created before us (Genesis 1) - older than us - we are reminded that 
we need to respect and look after them and not to destroy them. We are to remind 
the younger generation of the above. 

GROUP 5 

Discernment 

Question: ‘ACT WITH JUSTiCE/DO WHAT IS RIGHT”. That is God’s commandment to 
us. Does the text of Mathew 25, 40 help us understand that statement? 

Verse 40 speaks: What we do to the least to the people of the land. Our Lord wants us to 
act with Justice and do what is right. 

“Whenever you did this for one of the least important of these brothers of mine, you did it 
for me! 

In our Pacific culture - we ranked things which are important to us. Often the one’s of the 
least are children/women. 

Kiribati: Children are important to us, part of our work are done by our children, therefore 
we have to lead them to do the right thing. Children are more to the heart of the women. 

- Women cry out because of violence - “Love Constantly” 

- “Love and do what is right to everyone” 

PNG: We come from different cultures, hard to love someone you don’t know. Again 
loving and caring for others is the right thing to do. 

NAURU: Share our love, we can talk but the things that someone does to me it’s hard to 
“forgive”. 

PNG: Act justly and do what is right: “We have no choice, to do things in justly way, our 
action is to show people to love them. Show justice to our sisters and brothers, because 
we are Christians. 

SOLOMON: Devine commandment from God - natural love and divine love come from 
God. Divine call from God. Divine knowledge to know God, Divine Love from God. Our 
love today is not horizontal. “Jesus said to Nicodemus - you have to love.” 

NZ: Reference to this morning - Proverbs 16:2 - Everyone is right in their own eyes, laws 
and motive see their eyes. Other commandment - love mercy and love constantly. 
TONGA: Love is a challenge, it’s a talent, love someone who is the least, love your wife. 
Women/Youth - hard to consider - how true are we to our faith. 

How can a plant/tree help us discern the meaning of that commandment? 

NZ: Fruits of the tree; bear fruits - produce fruits - for the goodness to flow forth. 
Pant/tree is to produce more fruits - people can use them as long as we live on this earth. 

GROUP 6 

1. Act with justice/Do what is right. Does the text help us understand that statement? 

Mathew 25:40 - Do unto others as you want them to do to you. If you want to be 
respected - you need to give out respect. 
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- We have to be looking through God’s lens and see everyone like God see -we will 
do right. 

- Walk your talk, we find it easy to make fun of people but we need to practice what 
Jesus does. 

- Not only to people, but to creation, ourselves, do what is right. 

- We got to get out of our comfort zone.’ 

What are the differences between - act justly, love mercy and walk humbly with God. 

- All of these are ‘ACTION’ words. You practice three because you love God 

GROUP 7 

Mathew 25:40 
Proverbs 16:2 
John16:2 

- The call to discernment and proper reflection on my action. 

- The right feeling from the heart 

- Every choice we make, need more reflection exploring, research to know the source 
and now it is to be used e.g. Going to the shop, need to look at the manufacture, 
others before purchase. 

- Seek the wisdom of Leaders on development and resources exploitations to do 
best practice of development such as fishing, mining etc. 

- Always easy to exploit the weak and do what is right to us 

- The knowledge of knowing what is right and wrong was also one of the contribution 
factors to why Jesus was saying things as in Mathew 25:40 

- Love constantly 

B. Preventative Actions Against 

Our not being aware what to do. 

Our best interest e.g. 

a. Our family interest 

b. some government workers 

not knowing the unconditioned love therefore not knowing what they do that 
can show love, (an example of teenagers who commit killing) 

Strengthen families so that children can experience love. 

Nurture the tree, it will produce more fruits for us. 

GROUP 8 (FRENCH SPEAKING GROUP) 

- Not to do Justice according to my own will or understanding or I will not be the measure 
of my limits or boundaries. It is a way to say “Follow me, I am the leader!”. 

- My neighbour - He is my Mirror and my Judge. 

- When you hurt somebody, you are hurting God as we are created in the image of God. 

- It is not easy to love Mercy. 

- You love your neighbour, you give love to other, only then love will grow. 

- And because you do right to the other and do not change but continue to do so. 

Report of the 10th PCC General Assembly 169 3-10, Mar, 2013 Honiara Solomon 



Saturday 9 th MarchBible Study Summary 


1. In Micah 6:8 - tells us what Actions we take as Christians. 

Acts/John - with the Help/Empowerment of the Holy Spirit which activates our 
fourth * But we cannot do this if we have “UNBELIEF” 

2. The Summary of the Law 

Deuteronomy: telling us of what is good that it should be in our mouth, in our hearts 
and we should obey it. 

3. Loving Mercy 

Like a child we are taught with the values within the family and community and with 
the Christian Faith. 

And being good stewardships we are responsible to take care of God’s creation. 
What we do to the earth /land reflects who/what we are as Humanity. 

4. By doing anything to the least important you are doing for God - this is doing 
JUSTICE. What prevents us from practicing these commandments/God’s law is 
when we 

- Have communication breakdown with God 

- Do not read the bible 

- Do not pray 

- Do not go to church - and meet and fellowship with our fellow believers 
These elements nurture our spiritual faith and continue to give us Hope. 

5. Walk Humbly with God 

Jesus was and is a great role model who came to serve and not to be served. And 
we are spiritually ready then we can embrace the love of God for us and get to 
know God’s will for all Humanity. 

It is through the conviction of our Faith, through the Word of God, through prayer 
and meditation and we have fellowship with other believers, that we overcome fear 
and unbelief 

In order for us to meet God’s requirement to: ACT JUSTLY, LOVE MERCY AND 
TO WALK HUMBLY WITH GOD. 
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APPENDIX VI 


Greetings from Ecumenical 
PartnersandRegionalOrganisations 

Message from Bread for the World 

I bring greetings from Bread for the World, greetings from our head office in Germany as 
well as the Regional Office Pacific in Madang, Papua New Guinea. 

BftW is the development agency of the Association of Protestant and Reformed Churches 
in Germany. In late 2012 the Diaconal Services with BftW in Stuttgart merged with the 
Protestant Development Service (EED) in Bonn to become the new “Protestant Centre for 
Diaconia and Development” with two departments: the Diaconal Services in Germany and 
BftW with development services for international ecumenical engagements. The Protestant 
Centre for Diaconia and Development is based in Berlin and has some 700 employees. 

BftW was originally established as a fundraising campaign under the motto of “Justice for 
the Poor”. We stand for Social Justice and our responsibilities as Christians and the 
Church to ensure that in our world the wealth of the God given resources is shared and 
utilized in a way, so that there is indeed bread for all people in the world, life in dignity for 
everybody, not excluding anybody. It stands for the responsibility to support and empower 
those who are vulnerable und suffering, and to fight against systems that are unjust and 
create frame conditions that only cater for a few and poverty for others. We work in 
solidarity with partners, churches, church-based organizations and secular civil society 
organizations that share this vision and commitment. 

In our historical times we face the great challenges of globalization and a global economic 
system that produces frame conditions which exclude large populations from a good living. 
We are experiencing a global financial crisis and a global ecological crisis of such a scale 
that it questions the very future of our existence and clearly puts to us the need for a 
different way. These global challenges require global partnerships and solidarity, and a 
strong commitment for a search, how best to ensure a better future that wiil cater for Bread 
and Justice for all in this World of ours. As you in the Pacific so do we ask for the right way 
forward in face of such challenges. We share your questions, and while we do not have 
the answers, we are interested in a joint searching guided by a shared vision for just and 
peaceful societies for all. 

We understand that the scope and complexity of the challenge requires a long term 
commitment and search for the right way forward, at local, regional and global level. We 
have recently re-confirmed our commitment to the Pacific region with the establishment of 
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a Regional Office Pacific in Madang, Papua New Guinea in 2009, and since then and 
because of the presence in the region have doubled our support for the Pacific. The office 
manages the support for 38 partners in Papua New Guinea, Fiji, Solomon Islands, West- 
Papua as well as regional initiatives or initiatives of regional importance. 

Our partnership with the PCC goes back many years. We also support some PCC 
member churches and the Pacific Theological College, as well as other church-based 
organizations in the region. We acknowledge the importance of the churches in the Pacific 
due to their broad presence at community level and their potential to influence people and 
leaders at all levels of society. It is indeed a potential that is yet to realize to a considerable 
extend. Pacific partners, at the BftW Partners’ Consultation in 2009, identified the lack of 
outspokenness of churches on issues affecting society and the well-being of the majority 
of people as one of the key development challenges. 

We have supported the PCC on its search for the right way forward to address the 
challenges in the region and with its program activities and operations in a holistic way. 

We realize that the search is not an easy task and there are many challenges with 
identifying appropriate ways, and to stay focused in its work and to move forward in the 
best way. Partnership for us means to allow for and support the search, sometimes also 
challenging partners on their commitment to pursue the search. We find that staying 
focused is indeed a major challenge given the complexity of the development situation in 
the region, the many needs of people, and the limited capacities of any single 
organization. 

These challenges are not unique to the PCC but to churches and the ecumenical 
movement in the Pacific region in general. Challenges are a very much joint challenges, 
which any single actor will not be able to address alone. They require a broad 
strengthening of churches and church-based organizations overall. We are committed to 
contribute to the strengthening of churches and church based development initiatives in 
years to come. We are encouraged by the PCC’s initiative to re-consider established 
institutional arrangements to more effectively organize together, as you have started with 
discussion on the Pacific Ecumenical Council. 

In 2011 the PCC and its Secretariat faced a major crisis. We have supported and 
accompanied PCC with an organizational development process over the last two years. 
We are encouraged by the process and the outcome as taken up by the Secretariat and 
the Executive Committee so far. Sometimes a crisis is a good thing as it forces an 
organization and people to seriously re-examine the way things are and crisis also opens 
the way to a new beginning. We particularly value the PCC understanding a process 
requires time, participation and expertise. The current phase has generated good results 
that will be presented to the General Assembly with suggestion on the next phase. We are 
committed to continue our support to this important undertaking and wish the PCC and its 
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Executive Committee as well as the Secretariat courage and perseverance with this 
important undertaking with a high potential to strengthen the ecumenical movement in the 
Pacific. I thank the current Secretariat and Executive Committee for living a good 
partnership in difficult times. 

Address by Evangelical Lutheran ChurchBavaria 

Honourable Church Leaders, Dear Sisters and brothers of the PCC, In the name of our 
Lord Jesus Christ 1 do greet you, representing the geographically distant, but spiritually 
close Evangelical Lutheran Church of Bavaria/Germany and its Mission Centre for 
Partnership, Development and Mission - first with the sincere wholehearted greetings from 
our Head Bishop Prof. Bedford-Strohm, from our Synod through its Committee on 
Ecumenism and World Mission and from the Executive Board as well as from my Team of 
our Centre Mission OneWorld. 

Indeed it is a great privilege for me, in my over 20 years of sojourning with churches in 
Asia and the Pacific with emphasis on our oldest partner church, ELC-PNG, to be given 
this opportunity to address your distinguished Assembly - which after Samoa in 2007 I can 
attend for my second time, after approx. 10 years serving in PNG, 10 years as Assistant 
Professor at our Pastors College and in our Mission Centre, now 10 years as Secretary for 
Pacific/East Asia. 

Pacific Spirituality has very much shaped my personal and professional life, thus I do 
thank Anutu, Atua, the Lord God for what I was privileged to learn by and share, also 
achieve with Melanesian fathers and mothers in the Lutheran family and beyond. I do not 
want to bore you with data’s and facts, but let me highlight a few essentials: Our Mission 
Centre of our 2.5 Mio. member Church stands strong on sending of missionaries, “experts 
with a Mission” in cooperation with over 20 churches; altogether our church relates to over 
30 Lutheran and other Protestant churches in all continents. Since years we are blessed 
further by the multi-directional exchange of experts to share Gods love and want as 
manifest in Christ through words and deeds. Over 1100 Missionaries from our church have 
been commissioned during 170 years, amongst them 450 to serve neighbouring PNG - 
which throughout its 125+ years Christian history became the biggest Mission field of any 
Reformation Church in one country and is your biggest member church. Today in my 
Department Pacific/Asia nearly 60 “experts with a mission” do hold a contract for working 
in 8 countries and being messengers of Christ. We support scholarships, fulltime and 
volunteer work and hold over 200 programmes with partners in the vast region between 
the Mekong, up to China, Korea and all the way across to Fiji. Half of our full time experts 
are working in the area of theol. Training (like Dr Knuth, PTC) and in congregations / 
districts; the other half are doctors, dev. workers/engineers, Communication specialists - 
like Mr. Thorsten Krafft working in ELC-PNG who together with his colleague Jerry Daniels 
is here. All such may sound a bit proud or self-assuring, but in fact, in the face of the 
countless global and local challenges we must confess how weak in fact we are and do 
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rely on God’s mercy in full to work with our mandate and our programmes focused on the 
gospel, integrity of creation, peace and justice in His wonderful name. 

Your very well chosen heading from Micha 6 is most meaningful for all of us regardless or 
our offspring: We are not an NGO, neither are we a development or a funding agency - 
even so such is part of our mission; we do inter-connect like with BftW whose support we 
need and enjoy for the very benefit of partners. We rather relate as churches who are 
called further more to spread the good tidings of His gospel, proclaiming and working 
towards the coming of His kingdom. Just coming from my travels in PNG I heard sadly, 
that one of my spiritual PNG fathers has been called to his eternal homes. What an event 
will it be, when we will gather in His light in fullness - from Polynesia, Micronesia, 
Melanesia, many others from the South and from the so called West! This is my first travel 
in 2013 (out of up to 4 months a year on mission call in this huge region) will be under the 
heading: “A big storm came up, and Jesus was sleeping in the boat...” What is the purpose 
of our Mission? Becoming a learning and sharing, a prophetic and priestly community to 
search and believe in alternatives over against some forces of destructions in the global 
fabrics and within our vicinities. Our role also is to serve as a Centre for Studies; we do 
hold lots of seminars inviting every year many groups and individuals from Asia/Pacific, 
Latin America and Africa. We are increasing aware about Gods gifts being poured out to 
challenge all of us, to discover Christ in the face and life of His peoples, little and big, far 
yet near. Let me link up your PCC 2013 main theme with the three main components of 
the recent Lutheran Mission Statement: (1) Empowerment = Do Justice! (2) Reconciliation 
= Love Mercy!, (3) Transformation = Walk humbly with and under your God! Every one of 
us is to be answerable and responsible, as individuals and as churches, to God in 
enacting those essentials in our daily Christian lives and Churches. 

I am full of awe about the multitude of landscapes, ethnic groups, languages, customs - 
the unique wonders of creation, whose damages afflicted by outsiders we deplore. Despite 
our differences, also disillusionments but far more in mutual empowerment we cannot but 
love Gods people in PNG and other parts of the Pacific. We wish to experience more, what 
reconciliation achieves, to be transformers. We are committed to further pursue faithful 
partnership with Atua’s people foremost with ELC-PNG, but extending also to PTC since 
many years, where we had lecturers since 25 years, supporting PTCEE, Women, SPATS 
and also the Mururoa Action group in Tahiti. 1 am always exploring eventual occasions, 
where God may lead us to qualify our network and communion beyond the traditional 
relations. Building bridges like PNG with West Papua and beyond is one thrust of my 
vision and service in doing His mission in Atua’s Ekoumene. Training, solidarity presence 
with Gods people subject to isolation and hardship, targeting Youth and women, whilst 
learning from your unique spirituality which our churches back home should benefit from 
will remain my priorities. Let me affirm that, with greetings from the Land of Reformation 
whose 500 th anniversary we are about to celebrate in 2017. Let me affirm, that I will further 
try my best to strive with my/our limited strength to help to make ecumenical togetherness 
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as Christian Churches an attitude and mode of relations we all do desperately need in 
those times of drastic changes. 

I am leaving tomorrow already, since on Saturday we will open a church and a student 
hostel in Phnom Penh Cambodia, Mekong, also co-officiating in baptising Christians in a 
young Lutheran church in this young region. Serving as Moderator of the Mekong Mission 
Forum of LWF I wish to encourage, if Pacific Churches - whose countries are so much 
under pressure and exploited also by Asians - may become part of such wonderful 
awakening of first generation Christians: Jesus is not asleep, but at work wherever we ask 
him and are ready to serve. 

Que Dieu vous benit tous; gracious, mighty triune God Anutu may bless us all! 
Respectfully, in our blessed, universal communion of Lutherans, Protestant, Christians in 
membership with the PCC. 

The Rev. Dr Traugott Farnbacher, Secretary for PNG, Pacific and East Asia 
Centre Mission One World, Evang.-Lutheran. Church in Bavaria/Germany 

“Search you first the Kingdom of God and its righteousness” 


Geneva, 

Speech from the WorldCouncilof Churches 

Moderator of the Pacific Conference of Churches, Bishop Apimeleki Qiliho 
Acting General Secretary, Rev, Frangois Pihaatae 

Moderator of the Solomon Islands Christian Association, Rev. Wilfred Kurepitu and 
representatives of the hosting churches in the Solomon Islands, Distinguished delegates, 
Sisters and Brothers and Christ. 

I want to assure you all of the continuing support, the accompaniment and solidarity of the 
World Council of Churches. You are gathering under an assembly theme that is taken 
from the prophet Micah 6:8 where the read: :He has told you, o mortal, what is good; and 
what does the LORD require of you but to do justice, and to love kindness, and to walk 
humbly with your God?” 

There is a strong reminder that churches are not centred on themselves and their own 
future but to be part of God’s mission to the world. God’s mission is summarized by Jesus 
as the good news to the poor and the marginalized who are yearning for God’s reign to 
come, bringing justice and peace to the world. Your theme resonates very well with the 
theme for the forthcoming WCC assembly in October/November this year in Busan, 
Republic of Korea: God of life, lead us to justice and peace. Both are speaking of the 
churches’ mission as a journey, a pilgrimage towards justice and peace to which we are 
called by the God who wants life in its’ fullness and has broken the power of death in the 
cross and resurrection of Christ. 
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Talking about God as the giver and source of life, we look at life as an interdependent 
whole. The unity we strive for - unity of the churches and of humankind - is God’s gift, 
keeping the diverse expressions of life together. The gift of life is to be received and not to 
be torn apart and destroyed in the race for individual gains that reflects human greed. The 
great Mahatma Gandhi was clear, “Earth provides enough to satisfy everyone’s needs, but 
not everyone’s greed.” 

“Walking humbly” with the God of life, we are led towards the horizon of faith beyond 
anyone individually, beyond my own community and church, towards creation as God’s 
household of life and, indeed, the entire cosmos: all life held and sustained by God, all 
healed and reconciled through the death and resurrection of Christ. As much as the cross 
of Golgotha is a reminder of the torture and painful death of Christ, it is a sign of God’s 
deep solidarity with any suffering and God’s will for life marked by justice and peace for 
everyone. In the solidarity of the cross, we are called as Christ’s disciples to bring signs of 
new life into the midst of suffering and signs of hope into the midst of despair. 

There is a sense of urgency to do justice and to work for reconciliation and peace in a 
world marked by injustice, violence and war. Where death overshadows the light of hope 
for dignified life in community and the cries of suffering and mourning silence the songs of 
joy and celebration of life, we are called to turn to God and struggle for justice and peace. 

You know better than me what this means for the people and the churches in the Pacific. ! 
hear your call for solidarity and accompaniment as low lying islands are threatened by 
consequences of climate change. I hear your concern for the young people and their 
future when migration becomes a means of survival for entire communities. I am moved 
by your testimonies calling for justice and human rights in at times fragile and vulnerable 
states that continue to be marginalized in the world economy and world politics. We have 
promised to be with you as you challenge the neo-colonial attitude and structures that are 
still dominating French speaking islands in the Pacific. We will do this as we have 
supported you in your struggle against nuclear testing and the long lasting consequences 
of radiation. I see your care for people suffering from HIV and AIDS and other diseases. 
And with you, I am wondering what the “winds of change” with the growth of Pentecostal 
and charismatic churches mean for all of us together. Are they not calling us with even 
greater urgency to unity and cooperation among and between the churches instead of 
growing competition and short-sighted self-interests that often seem to prevail? 

I am curious to see the results of your assembly. I hope that you will strengthen the PCC 
as your common voice in the region and your platform to share about and address the 
concerns that you all have in common. And I hope that your delegates will bring this 
message of a renewed commitment of the churches in the Pacific to unity, common 
mission and solidarity to our own assembly in Busan. A strong PCC is needed as an 
advocate in our common work for justice and peace against climate change and for 
reconciliation and peace. It can help you and all of us to strengthen unity between 
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churches and a common understanding of God’s mission towards life. And surely, a 
strong PCC makes it easier for the WCC to involve churches of your region in its 
programmes and activities together with the fellowship of churches from all around the 
world. 

May God bless you all and continue to strengthen you in the bonds of faith and your 
witness for justice and peace. 

Rev. Dr Olav Fykse Tveit 
WCC General Secretary 


Evangelical Mission Work Rev Dr Martin Krieg 

Dear Moderator, Honourable Church Leaders, Delegates and Guests, 

I bring you greetings from EMW, which is the association of Protestant Churches and 
Missions in Germany, from its General Secretary, Christopher Anders and all staff. The 
EMW is an umbrella organization with 26 member churches and mission and on behalf of 
our members we support ecumenical theological programs and education (for example 
PTC & SPATS), as well as the ecumenical bodies and national and regional church 
councils worldwide. 

The Asia-Pacific Desk, which I am in charge of since last year works closely together with 
the Christian Conference of Asia, the PCC and different national churches in Asia like 
National Council of Churches in India, Bangladesh, Pakistan and Sri Lankan, continuing 
the work of my predecessor Dr Anton Knuth, who left this office to join PTC as lecturer. 

I am very happy to see the PCC is rising with strength again after troublesome times 
during the Golden Jubilee in 2011. I was able to see for myself and experience this new 
and strong spirit amongst the PCC board members, the members of staff and the 
leadership during my last visit in Fiji last year. 

The PCC refined its direction and set sail towards becoming a more church profiles body, 
again. We, as EMW, acknowledge and appreciate these developments. 

From next year on, there will be a commission on mission and theology at the PCC, which 
aims to discuss new theological developments and challenges. I am very happy to report 
that EMW is proudly supporting this initiative. 

The theme of the 10 th General Assembly is taken from Micah 6:8. The prophet himself 
speaks to the people: 

O man, what is good. And what does the LORD require of you? To act justly and to love 
mercy and to walk humble with your God. 

Micah names three themes as central issues for God’s fellowship: justice, charity and 

humility. Although these themes have to be seen in Micah’s context, they seem highly 
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relevant for us today. The National Council of Churches in India chose this very text for 
their annual week of unity in January this year. The themes justice, charity and humility 
have an even more special meaning in the ecumenical context. These themes do not 
know limits or restriction. Neither denomination, nor cultural. Therefore, these themes can 
be seen as the prophetical voice for the global ecumenical movement. 

To be in fellowship with one another, as we at EMW are with the PCC, means to be on a 
journey together, to walk a path together, just like the disciples from Jerusalem to 
Emmaus. I’m sure all of you know this story from Luke 24, 13-35. 

For the disciples this journey was an eye-opener as they understood that Jesus overcame 
death and resurrected. In the end, Jesus shared bread and wine with them. 

If we, on our mutual path, remember God’s requirements - justice, charity and humility, if 
we support each other, carry each other and of course only if we are waling TOGETHER, I 
am sure that one day we will sit together at the Lord’s Table and He will share the bread 
and wine with us. 

And just to make sure that we, on our mutual journey, will not lose our way, I am 
presenting this compass to you. In Hamburg, where the headquarter of EMW is, we are a 
nation of sailors. The compass, we are sure, will help us all to steer towards the right 
direction. 

Secondly, it is important to stand firmly on the ground. Sometimes it feels as if the ground 
beneath our feet gives way and we lose our orientation. To prevent this, and to give our 
feet gives way and we lose our orientation. To prevent this, and to give our feet a strong 
hold, I have brought some pebbles from Hamburg. 

May God Bless us on our joined journey! 

Rev. Martin Krieg 

Secretary for Asia & Pacific Association of Protestant Churches and Missions in Germany 

South PacificAssociation of Theological Schools 

Rusiate Tuidrakulu 

With the grace and peace of our Lord, I bring greetings from the SPATS office to this 
distinguished body, invited guests, facilitators, and families of the PCC present today. 
Thank you for giving the space to humbly walk with our God in this assembly. May the 
spirit of Lent bring us together as we determine and rediscover our faith journey on justice, 
love and God’s mercy to love and merciful to the work of SPATS in what we doing now, 
some highlights and some key issues we may need to take forward. 

What the organization does? 
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SPATS is an ecumenical partnership of regional schools serving theological education in 
the region. Since its inception in 1969, the organization has gained yard in the ecumenical 
movement by bringing together 28 theological schools as its members. The organizational 
structure includes the heads of institutions as the governing body that is run by the 
Secretariat office in Suva in coordinating its programs 52 . 

The four main programs are the Accreditation Commission, Weavers (Women’s Program), 
Publishing (PJT) Board and Institutional Strengthening. In general, SPATS institutions 
with their church traditions are founded in three main core values namely; 

i. Ecumenism - value the mixture of Christian traditions stated by member 
institution in understanding creative relationship in theological education. 

ii. Quality education - enhance quality training by improving common practices 
and standards. 

iii. Leadership training - upholding the significance of leadership formation in 
ministerial training through up skilling and resource laboratory. 

Highlights 

a) Ecumenism 

b) Regional Solidarity in Theological Education 

i. There is much concern nowadays of the challenges facing theological 
education. One main area of concern is the shrinking of mainline 
churches 53 Though often denied and sidelined in our ecumenical meetings, 
there is evidence that the Pacific is not exempted and also vulnerable to the 
phenomena. Ernst Manfred’s work on Winds of Change, 1992 articulates 
the situation as a serious matter and also theological education are 
receiving ends. 

ii. Many theological schools are directly hit by the lack of financing of the 
institutions as witnessed by the association. While there are colleges that 
are fully supported by their churches, there are others who are financially 
incapable. Like the other two ecumenical sisters (the PCC/PTC), SPATS is 
often questioned about its ecumenical value when members are not 
financially supportive. 

iii. It is fair to acknowledge here the untiring work and the collective support of 
our mainline churches that maintain their colleges financially. There is 
evidence that about 10% of our schools have improved so much in their staff 
development. One key areas of this improvement is the type of financial 
support offered by individual denominational colleges. SPATS is optimistic 
that the vision of PEC to coordinate a formula of sharing resources and to 
coordinate international support for the ecumenical movement will also 
benefit theological education. 

iv. The PEC Report dialogue is in progress and has been endorsed by the 
Council. A subcommittee is now working on the document awaiting the 
outcome of the PCC 10 th GA 54 Because of its sensitivity, SPATS is taking 


52 • • 

Visit website for more information www.spats.org.fj 

53 Ernst Manfred, Winds Of Change (Suva: Pacifc Conference of Churches 1994), 267 

54 SPATS 2012 October Minutes, re.6.2 
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every step in supportive of the PEC not only on its economic aspects but 
also on the vital issue of interdenominational cooperation in the region. 

v. Membership for SPATS is taken seriously with the vision of standardize 
theological education in this changing world. At present we have 17 active 
members, 4 associates and 8 are non-active 55 . Apart from the accustomed 
membership institutions of our ecumenical sisters, SPATS accommodate 
other denominations in the context of promoting quality education in the 
region 56 . A new development is the Melanesian Association of Theological 
Schools (MATS) of PNG. 

vi. SPATS is taking the issue of MATS with sensitivity. While SPATS is 
processing two applications from the region, SPATS is very sensitive on the 
issue ecumenism that comes into play. However, SPATS is open to help 
our sister schools in the region to walk together humbly with God. 

vii. The Women Fellowship - Weavers - A symbolic name of our women’s 
program to advocate theological education for our Pacific women. Under 
the coordinator (Mrs. Titilia Vakadewavosa) the program advocacy role 
remains the priority and SPATS reflects its commitment to compliment the 
work of the PCC mandate of addressing of women issues in the region. 
Specifically, focused on theological education the program continues to 
publish resource materials and also offer scholarships. 

viii. A small scale of scholarship awards for women is in place for both Diploma 
and Degree programs. The former, (Penina Tabe Scholarship) has 
accommodated more than 20 students in the past 6 years while the latter is 
currently taking six students due to the small availability of funds 57 . The 
demand is great but because of the financial constraints, we will welcome 
support of facial as stance to support educating women in theological 
studies. 

c) Quality Education 

i. The development of colleges offering degree studies cannot be denied to 
the demands of the sponsoring bodies. The commission for that reason is 
reaching out to accommodate emerging programs regarding PHD, Post 
graduates, BTh and BMin. At present only PTC serves as our Pacific of 
interdenominational college. PTC offered both PhD and MTH but some 
island colleges are well equipped to offer postgrad programs. While we are 
happy with the sense of growth to our island schools, there are challenging 
issues to be addressed including the future of PTC. 

ii. Ecumenical theological education can be a way forward to our island 
colleges to take on board. The Christian unity aspect is very crucial and to 
move this ecumenical idea into island colleges, it will raise up a strong new 
generation of Christian leaders which is now only offered at PTC. While 


55 Four associate includes 2 in NZ (Te Rau Kahikatea/Sch. Of Theo, Auck Uni & 2 in Aust(UCA Col, Alan Walker). 
Non active includes Banmatamat/Van,Fatuoagia/Sam,Buabua/Fiji, Marshall Col/Moamoa/Sam, Seghe/Sol, 
Nazarene/Sam, Salv/Army/Pac, 

56 NewtonCollege; United Church School of Theology (former Rarongo) 

57 EMW Funding project. 
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SPATS will accommodate its members in its direction, it is also concerned 
with the interdenominational training that needs to be taken seriously. 

iii. For the sole interdenominational college in the region, PTC should be 
congratulated with its supportive role in the ecumenical movement. 

Although there is evidence of weaknesses support of PTC, financial support 
is the key role in play. Many colleges of smaller churches have no 
alternative to be on their own but to join PTC. While it is a series matter, 
there should be a way forward and hopefully, PTC and the member 
churches will arrive to a better solution in the future. 

iv. While SPATES has a keen interest in promoting PTC, denominational 
colleges are also encouraged to move outside the box and accommodate 
not only to achieve its denominational obligations but also to benefit quality 
education and ecumenism. Therefore, helping our smaller churches is very 
encouraging to the value of SPATS. I must congratulate colleges who are 
offering in house scholarships in colleges. This reflects the sense of growth 
and hope that while we encourage the maturity we also not lose sight of the 
quality education PTC is renowned for. 

v. Pacific Higher Education - SPBEA 

(1) An important development regarding the Commission business is the 
recognition of Accrediting to the state oriented Pacific Regional Qualification 
Standard (PRQS). The PRQS is a higher education working tool of the South 
Pacific Board of Educational Assessment (SPBEA) who coordinates regional 
qualification including accreditation. SPATS is working closely with the SPBEA 
and ongoing dialogue on how SPATS can be considered as a regional accrediting 
arm of the SPBEA hence addressing the issue of duplication as now often the 
case. SPATS is optimistic to maintain the standard of theological education on this 
process of dialogue. 

vi. Women Studies Curriculum - a progressive work of standardizing the 
women program in the region is in place. The support of women education in 
individual schools is very encouraging and the Weavers committee is taking the 
opportunity of working on a curriculum that will accommodate a quality theological 
education of our Pacific women. 

vii. Globe TheoLib - A global online library that covers theology and ecumenism 
for individual registered users is now available for free. The global portal provides a 
new model for sharing theological knowledge and individual schools and institutions 
are invited to register for free usage. Our institutions are invited to use this online 
resources spearheaded by ETE/WC and can be found on GlobeTheoLib 
homepage. 

d. Leadership training 

i. In the light of capacity building and resources, there is clear shift from the 
dependency to the self-financing of our colleges that most of our colleges 
are doing well in their developments. Resources including curriculums and 
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manuals 58 , staff development, and sharing of ideas as the result of 
denominational affiliation. The program is to accommodate the current 
needs to theological education and this so serves the mission of SPATS, 
ii. Journal Publication - Its objective is to stimulate Pacific thinking and writings 
from the Pacific communities for resources. Therefore individuals and 
churches are asked both not only to subscribe 59 but also to contribute in 
offering papers envision to both market ourselves. Market not, merely for 
economic purpose but in sharing our theologies and our vanua/fenua stories 
in the intellectual circle. We encourage such move to promote our thoughts 
to the global market and church leaders are encouraged to share your 
stories with us. Your wisdom in the journal will be most welcome for the 
resources of our future leaders. Calling for papers!! 


Gratitude & Apology 

My humble apology for this august body of not able to make it to the meeting on schedule. 
Please accept my apology for the inconvenience caused. A special appreciation to the 
PCC Secretariat and the host (SICA) of the time given to SPATS in its 10 th GA. It is our 
desire to walk humbly with our Lord and will welcome the loving, caring and justice of this 
meeting to enhance the mission of SPATS 


Conclusion 

The report highlights the work of SPATS affirming that theological education is vital for the 
transmission of and for Christian mission in our modern world. Our only hope is that we 
continue to increase our effort to strengthen and enhance theological education in the 21 st 
Century. SPATS looks forward to our ecumenical partners in strengthening our colleges to 
meet the challenges facing our Pacific today. Vinaka vakalevu. 


58 E.g. HIV & AIDS, Disability, Suicide/Draft, Eco Theology/Draft, Violence Against Women (VAW), Weavers 
Resources, Writing Skills, Teaching Skills and Bible Studies. 

59 Subscription of 30(USD) 
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Presentation by the Bible Society of the South Pacific 



An Unchanging Word into a Changing World 

"Bible Translation in the Pacific: 
Its Past, Present, and Future" 

Pacific Conference of Churches Assembly 
Honiara, Solomon Islands (8/3/13) 
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1) The Past: Missionary Movements 

The Father of Modern Missions: 
William Carey (1761-1834) 

"EXPECT GREAT THINGS FROM GOD; 
ATTEMPT GREAT THINGS FOR GOD" 

“To Carey and his collaborators, the 
translation of the Scriptures was the 
indispensible tool of evangelism..." (Rickards) 

The Baptist Missionary Society was not directly involved in the 
evangelisation of the Pacific, but the vision William Carey had of the 
Gospel disseminating throughout the whole world was to lead 
indirectly to the formation of other Societies that were involved . 



Mission Sodeties Involved in 
Evangelising the Pacific 

1. London Missionary Society (1795) 

2. Wesleyan Missionary Society (1817-18) 

3. Presbyterian Missionary Societies 
(Glasgow & Scottish - 1796) 

4. Church Missionary Society (1801) 

5. American Board of Commissioners for 
Foreign Missions (1810) 

6. Melanesian Mission (1840s) 
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Missionaries / Bible Translators 


Henry Nott, William Ellis, Henry 
Bicknell, Chief Pomare (local) 

LMS 

Tahiti Protestant 

Bible 

Fr George Eich, Fr Chretien 
Wiilemsen, Fr Rogatien Martin, 
(Scholerman from Panaauia - 
local) 

Congregation of 
the Sacred Hearts 
of Jesus and Mary 

Tahiti Catholic Bible 

Hiram Bigam 

ABCFM 

Hawaiian Bible 

John Williams ("Apostle of 
Polynesia), Charles Pitman, 

Aaron Buzacott 

LMS 

... • 

Rarotongan Bible, ... | 
Cook Islands 

v: , ... 1 

George Pratt, Archibald Wright 
Murray, George Barnden, 

Thomas Heath, William Mills, 
Charles Hardie 

LMS 

Samoan Bible 


Samuel Marsden, The William 
Brothers, Robert Maunsell (OT), 
Bishop George Selwyn (Revision) 

CMS 

h 

Maori Bible 

1 

] 

] 

Nathaniel Turner, William Cross, 
David Cargill, Thomas West, James 
Egan Moulton 

LMS & WMS 

Tongan Bible (West & j 
Moulton) j 

I 

William Cross, David Cargill, John 
Hunt, David Hazelwood, Frederick 
Langham (revision) 

WMS 

Fijian Bible j 

Tavita & Fuatiese 

John Inglis, John Geddie 

LMS 

Aneityum Bible (1879), j 
Vanuatu 


Missionaries / Translators (cont'd) 
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Samuel Marsden, The William 
Brothers, Robert Maunsell (OT), 
Bishop George Selwyn (Revision) 

CMS 

Maori Bible 

Nathaniel Turner, William Cross, 
David Cargill, Thomas West, James 
Egan Moulton 

LMS & WMS 

: : : 

• ■ •• 

Tongan Bible (West & 
Moulton) . 

William Cross, David Cargill, John 
Hunt, David Hazelwood, Frederick 
Langham (revision) 

WMS 

Fijian Bible 

Tavita & Fuatiese 

John Inglis, John Geddie 

LMS 

Aneityum Bible (1879), 
Vanuatu 

'■A -iELZiL 


Missionaries / Translators (cont # d) 
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"No account of the Bible in the Pacific can be 
properly understood unless viewed against 
the backdrop of two overlapping curtains. 
The first is the Missionary Movement from 
Great Britain and the United States which 
produced the translators, while the other is 
the Bible Society Movement which, in most 
cases, served as the "handmaid" of the 
missions in publishing their translations/' 

Raymond Rickards, "in their own tongues" 


2) The Present: Iranslatio 
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1 

FOV Compact 

Bible 

2004 

2 

Kiribati NT 

NT 

2004 

3 

Futunian Catholic Bible 

Study Bible 

2005 

4 

Cheke Holo NT 

NT 

2004 

5 

Uripiv NT 

NT 

2005 

6 

Solom Is. Pijin NT & Psalms 

Psalms & NT 

2005 

7 

Owa NT & Psalms 

Psalms & NT 

2005 

8 

Fijian OV Pulpit Bible 

Pulpit Bible 

2004 

9 

Tuvalu Study Bible 

Study Bible 

2005 

10 

Tongan NTDiglot 

NT Diglot 

2006 

11 

Luritja Bible 

Bible 

2007 

12 

SI Pijin Bible 

Bible 

2008 

13 

SI Pijin Catholic 

Bible 

2008 

; 14 

Romanised Fiji Hindi NT 

NT 

2008 

| 15 

Tongan Coronation 

Pulpit 

2008 

|ie 

Fijian Leaders NT 

NT 

2008 

1 17 

Dawasamu Gosple of Mark 

P 

2008 

1 18 

Rev. Samoan Catholic Bible 

Bible C 

2009 

| 19 

Tongan Compact Bible 

Bible 

2009 

| 20 


Bislama Gospel of John 

P 

2009 

| 21 

Samoan NT Diglot 

NT Diglot 

2009 

| 22 

Dawasamu Gospel of John 

!7 

2009 

| 23 

Kahua Catholic Bible 

Bible 

2010 

| 24 

Fijian Concordance 

Concordance 

2011 

| 25 

Maumi Gospel of Mark 

P 

2012 

| 26 

Maumi Gosple of James 

IT 

2012 


Ongoing Projects 

• 1. Cook Islands Rarotonga NT Revision 

• 2. Kiribati New Version 

• 3. Tuvalu Bible Revision 

• 4. Simbo NT-Solomon Is. 

• 5. Havai NT- Ambae, Vanuatu 

• 6. Hano NT - Pentecost, Vanuatu 

• 7. Wallis NT 

• 8. Tahiti NT & Psalms (New Version) 

• 9. Macquissan NT & Psalm Revision 

9 10. Fijian New Version & Fijian Catholic Bible 

• 11. Scripture Comics & Other Scripture Products 
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Challenges Faced 


• 1) UBS Translation Consultants Facing Out (Need 
to Identify, Train, and Grow Local Translation 
Advisors) 

• 2 } Illegal Scanning of Bibles (& Hymn Books) - 

e.g. Cool Gadgets Ltd., Auckland, NZ (Tongan, 
Samoan, & targeting other Pacific languages) 

• 3) Lack of Financial Resources (Need to Establish 
Workable Partnership Relations with Key 
Stakeholders, e.g. PCC, Churches, etc.) 


3 The Future: 





• Identify and Train Local Ministers or Lay 
People for Translation Work 

- Theological Training 

- Theory & Practice of Bible Translation 

- Linguistic Training 

-Translation Computer Software (Paratext) Training 

• Setting up Translation Coordinators / 
Typesetters in Local Bible Society Operations 

(starting in Vanuatu & Solomon Islands) 
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3 The Future: 






• 2) Support BSSP in helping make Pacific Islands e-Bible versions 
for Scripture Development purposes and for Mission purposes 
(make available on the internet and on CDs) 

Work Involved : 

- Scanning or Re-typing of Bibles 

- Coding of Bible texts for Typesetting Purposes 

- Checking and Cleaning Up of Text 

- Proofreading 
-Typesetting 

Current Examples : 1) Morovo Bible Scanning (S.I.); 

2) Tuvalu Bible Scanning for Revision Project 

3) Re-typing of the Cook Islands Maori Bible 


Scripture Development for the Pacific 

(More Evangelism & Discipleship Tools) 

• New Bible Formats (with additional features) 

• Bible CDs 

• Bible Concordance 

• Study Bibles 

• Revision of Old Bible Versions 

• Children's Bible 

• My First Handy Bible 

• Bible Dictionary 

• Others (Scripture Audio, etc.) 
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(Conclusion) 

• At this very PCC Assembly, the Bible Society of 
the South Pacific would like to humbly 
propose to the PCC a resolution in view of 
partnership for the mission tasks ahead... 

• "That the Bible Society of the South Pacific 
be recognized as the Translation and Text 
Agency for the Pacific which is available to 
provide Translation and Publishing Services 
to all Churches under PCC " 


Report by the Pacific Theological College(PTC) 

Moderator, Deputy Moderator, Delegates of the Assembly, Ladies and Gentlemen. Thank 
you for the opportunity to offer this brief report. 

Please note that the College reports fully to its own governing body, the PTC Council. 
Students 

Let me first acknowledge and thank the member churches who have sent students. They 
are the physical manifestation of your presence in the life and work of your College. Such 
support and sacrifice is much appreciated. 

I am also deeply grateful to churches who have resurrected their support for the College 
through the sending of students and finance. Your actions is a powerful sermon of 
ecumenical solidarity in the efforts of your college to live out, celebrate and promote our 
search for unity in Christ within the context of our unique diversity. It is also I believe a 
testimony of the kind of leadership emerging in such churches today. 


Name of Degree 

PhD 7 

ACOM: 1 
EPM: 3 
UCPNG: 2 
CCCAS: 1 

(1 new student to start in April bringing the total PhD class to 8; 7 men and 1 woman) 
MTh 19 
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20 

47 


BD 

Number in Degree programmes 
Number of students active in the 
Certificate/Diploma Programme (PTCEE) 67 

The academic programme is open to both men and women, ordained and lay, young and 
old. 

One of the exciting and challenging development in our academic programme since our 
last Assembly was the launching of our own PhD programme in 2007. It is pleasing to 
note the interest and support our churches are now showing in our PhD programme. It is 
indeed an affirmation that we not only have the scholars and expertise to train our 
students at such a high level of academic, but also in our quiet unassuming way beginning 
to make a bold and firm statement that what we offer in terms of knowledge and 
understanding from Oceania is just as valid and meritorious if not better than what is 
offered by tertiary institutions outside of our region. In other words, we have the necessary 
tools and expertise to guide the articulation of what is distinctly Oceania for the world. 

New Academic Initiative 

An exciting development was the launching of the Ekalesia Kelisiano Niue new School of 
Ministry in January 2011. It was the result of a new model I proposed to the church in 
September 2010 for them to establish their own theological college/school wherein their 
candidates for the ordain ministry undergo a four year training programme comprising of 
two streams: formational work and academic work. What this meant was for its candidates 
to do two years of formation work under the auspices of the church and two years of 
academic studies under PTC for the Diploma of Theology qualification. This is the model I 
have also proposed for Pohnpei and for the Ekalesia Kelisiano Tuvalu. 

The merits of the model lies in the actual involvement of the church in the training of its 
future ministers by having all accepted candidates directly undergoing formational training 
under qualified personnel of the church at home and PTC provides their academic training 
under its theological education programme (PTCEE)PTC supplies all the courses 
(materials, textbooks, etc.) and mark all assignments. When a candidate completes all the 
required courses, he/she will graduate with a PTC Diploma at a graduation ceremony of 
the church held in the home church at the end of each year. The most promising Diploma 
students (one or two) will then come to PTC to pursue a BD Honours degree and hopefully 
continue to higher graduate studies. All our churches need their own scholars. 

Faculty 

We are blessed with a small but very committed and dedicated faculty. International and 
ecumenical in composition, it is a very good team comprising of 5 fulltime lecturers, four 
with some teaching responsibilities and 3 non-teaching ones. Of the 12, four are women, 
two of them are Directors of residential programmes: Education by Extension and God 
Pacific People; one is the librarian and the other is our Registrar. 
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There are 5 ordained ministers in the Faculty: two Lutherans, one Anglican, one United 
Church and one Presbyterian. Of the 5 ordained faculty members, one is a woman. 

In so far as church affiliation is concerned: 

• 2 are from the Anglican Church (1 from the Diocese of Northern Territory (Australia) 
the other from the Diocese of Polynesia); 

• 2 are Lutherans (1 from the Evangelical Lutheran Church of PNG, 1 from the 
Evangelical Lutheran Church in Bavaria; and the other form the Lutheran Church in 
Wurttemberg, Germany); 

• 2 are from United Churches (1 from the United Church in the Solomon Islands; and 
the other from the United Church of Canada); 

• 1 is from United Reformed Church in the UK; 

• 1 from the Salvation Army Australia; 

• 1 from the Methodist Church in Fiji and Rotuma; 

• 1 from the Presbyterian Church of Aotearoa NZ 

The Faculty is emerging as a strong and capable team. Highly qualified and experienced, 
it is an excellent ecumenical team that not only delivers the academic mandate and 
specialized residential programmes as well as managing key administrative sections; but 
they also contribute through their involvement in committee work to the overall 
administrative, development and wellbeing of the College. 

Adjunct Faculty Members 

The PTC Council 2009 approved the establishment of Adjunct faculty members. This work 
took two years and the Council of 2011 approved the final list. 

These Adjunct members (renowned scholars from our region and worldwide) when their 
service is needed will be contracted to offer both supervision of MTh and PhD candidates’ 
research, be external examiners of theses of the two degrees; and would be invited to be 
visiting lecturers to the College to deliver intensive courses when the need arises. In 
effect, this move will result in two kinds of faculty members: residential and non-residential. 
It would also facilitate the call by the member churches for closer links with the scholars of 
our local theological colleges as well as closer links between PTC and our local theological 
schools. 

PTC through this new development acknowledged scholars of our churches through their 
being members of this international group of scholars. 

For example: 

Biblical Studies 

There are 11 scholars, 5 of them from our churches 
Rev. Dr Tevita Havea (FWCT) 

Rev. DrAfereti Uili (CCCS) 

Rev. Dr Nasili Vaka’uta (FWCT) 

Rev. Dr Mose Mailo (MCS) 

Dr Jione Havea (FWCT) 
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Church Ministry 

There are 7 scholars, four are from our churches: 

Rev. Dr Jovili Meo (formerly of the MCFR now of the UCA) 
Rev. DrFa’alepo Tuisuga(CCCS) 

Rev. Dr Moreli Niuatoa (CCCAS) 

Rev. Dr Siotame Havea (FWCT) 

Church History 

There are 6 scholars, 1 from our churches: 

Rev. Dr Marama Tauira (EPM) 

Theology and Ethics 

There are 9 scholars, 4 are from our churches: 

Archbishop Rev. Dr Winston Halapua (DOP Fiji) 

DrDr Koru Tiko (Catholic Diocese Kiribati) 

Rev. Dr llaitia Sevati Tuwere (Auck. NZ) 

Fr. Dr Mika Paunga (Catholic Diocese of Tonga) 


VISION: A UNIVERSITY OF PACIFIC CHURCHES 

During the August Extraordinary Council meeting held in Auckland August 2010, the 
Council unanimously approved the vision of PTC to become a University of Pacific 
Churches. This task will take some years. Preliminary explorations have started with a 
number of overseas universities. 

An equally urgent task is the need to provide a critique of such an institution from the 
Christian perspective. We need to be aware that by and large, universities are secular 
institutions advocating and promoting secular values. PTC is a theological institution. Its 
ethos as a Christian and church orientated place of learning would be the primary feature 
and focus of the university envisaged. More thinking and work is needed to tease out 
what this means in the kind of world we have today with its emphasis on science and 
technology. 

An update progress report will be tabled at the next Council meeting November 2013. 

IRSA.Launched in 2008, it has bloomed under the Directorship of Dr Manfred Ernst. 

Two weeks ago, it launched its most recent publication: Voices of the People - 
Perceptions and Pre-conditions for Democratic Development in Fiji. The book is currently 
on sale and you can buy a copy from the front office of the Cathedral or ask Dr Ernst. 

GPP ....had two days pre- assembly... 

PTCEE .... Looking for a Director to start in July this year. If you know someone in your 
church who may be interested in this post please get in touch with me. 
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WOMEN FELLOWSHIP DEVELOPMENT PROGRAMME (WFDP) 

Programme for women who come with their families to PTC but are not undertaking 
academic courses in Certificates, Diploma or Degree studies. Four streams of study were 
identified as significant for Women: 

• Spiritual Formation; to develop practical leadership in worship & teaching. 

Course: Creative Bible Studies (Year 1: Term 1; 30 hrs) 

Ministry to Children and Youth (Year 2: Term 1; 30 hrs). 


■ Capacity Building; to develop essential technical skills for ministry purposes Course: 

Introduction to Computing (Year 1; Term 1; 30 hrs) 

Leadership & Management I (Year 1; Term 2; 30 hrs) 

Leadership & Management II (Year 1: Term 3; 30 hrs) 

• Skills for Mission; to develop skills for ecumenical ministry in church & society. 

Course: Introduction to Counselling (Year 2, Term 2; 30 hrs) 

Counselling for Women in the Pacific Context (Year 2, 

Term 3; 30 hrs) 

• Practical Arts; for church, community & income generating purposes. 

Course: Traditional indigenous art forms of the Pacific (Year 2, 

Term 1; 30 hrs) 

The four streams of study must be taken as a whole integrated package for the 
Certificate of Women’s Development Studies. 

MEMBER CHURCHES SUPPORT 

PTC acknowledged the efforts of all its member churches who are the owners to 
support its continuing work. Not all are able to offer finance. Not all are able to offer 
personnel. But all continue to offer prayerful moral support. PTC takes great interest 
in the outcome of the ‘fair membership” proposal that is now before this Assembly. 

FINANCIAL MANAGEMENT 

The college is currently undergoing a much needed overhaul of its financial system 
involving the introduction of extensive internal control measures to ensure the efficient 
management of its finance, professionalism, accountability and transparency. This 
work is under the expert guidance of Dr Yaap and will continue for the next two years. 

OVERSEAS PARTNERS SUPPORT 

80% of the financial support from our overseas partners comes from those in Germany, 
EMW, Bread for the World, the Evangelical Lutheran Church in Bavaria and the 
Northelbian Evangelical Lutheran Church. 
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The other 20% comes from Council for World Mission; Methodist Church World Office, 
UK; WCC; United Church of Christ (USA) and the Anglican Church of Canada. 

Bread for the World, Council for World Mission and the Evangelical Lutheran Church in 
Bavaria each sponsor a fulltime Faculty member. 

Where PTC is today, is to a large extent the result of the generosity and support of 
these partners in mission who in faith and action have decided to accompany the 
member churches who own the College in its ecumenical journey. 


APPENDIX VII 

Speeches by the Delegates of the three new 

Applicants 

(i) The St Andrew Presbyterian church in Suva 
Speech by Dr Taoruru Tebana 
Namaste and Ni Sa Bula. 

Dr Taoruru Tebana spoke on behalf of the Minister of the St. Andrew’s Presbyterian 
Church in Fiji, the Rev. Dr Pepine losua (from Kiribati and Tuvalu), the Minister in 
Association Rev. Dr Bruce Yeates (from Canada) Members of the Parish Council & it’s 
different committees. Dr Taoruru the Parish Clerk, thanked the Assembly for endorsing 
their application to become another member church of the PCC, to join hands in 
challenges and responsibilities with everyone.. And because of this endorsement, their 
voice will be held. 

She brought greetings for everyone from St Andrews. 

She also shared, a short tale of a 7-8 year boy. One day the boy went to class and on that 
particular day the teacher taught them the names of organs of the body. The teacher 
pointed to different organs and came at last to the HEART. 

The teacher said “This is called the HEART.” The 7 year old boy was asking innocently 
and shyly saying “Teacher is the heart sweet?” The Teacher said “Oh well, the heart can 
be of different taste’ why do you ask, son? 

The child answered “Because I was outside my house when I heard my father talking to 
my uncle about His Sweet heart.” 

She thanked everybody’s sweet hearts - in endorsing their application. She invited 
anyone who was interested to visit their church if they are in Suva. The St. Andrews 
Presbyterian church she believed was known to most people in the assembly and the 
address is 74 Gordon Street. The office number 3301204 or 9993949 as written on the 
letter of application. 

They were once members of the PCC through the Auckland Presbyterian but never 
contributed or participated in the activities and innovations. 
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There was a peaceful separation from Auckland Presbyterian New Zealand in 2007 (after 
17 years) so now the church is an independent one. 

Two years ago, the Parish Council invited the then G.S. of the PCC, Mr. Feilohaki Tevi to 
talk more about the PCC and its member churches. 

After a few hours of deliberation, a decision was made but further discussion was done by 
the members of the PCC. She also said that St Andrews might be a small church but it 
pays its dues on time and without delay. 

As the Parish Clerk, she would ensure that the Church would pay its contributions on time 
to the PCC. 

She hoped we may be bonded and encourage one another to act justly, love mercy and 
walk humbly with our God. 

God Bless us all as we journey on 
Vinaka vakalevu, Bahut Dhaniabad 

(ii) The Uniting Church in Australia (UCA) (three speakers) 

Their presentation was introduced by Rev. Dr Dean Drayton andllnitingWorld, Partner 
of the PCC who said that for the last 10 years he has had a picture of a church in Utui 
in Vavau an island ion Tonga and is a very significant place in the Pacific. Why was 
that photo on his desk? 

In the early 1800’s the London Missionary Society (LMS) missionaries started in Tahiti 
and a great missionary movement and response began with the LMS missionaries in 
the Pacific islands. The Methodist missionaries moved West through the Pacific - with 
an amazing response to Jesus Christ. At the same time the convicts were being 
settled in free settlements in Australia - but there was a resistance to the gospel in 
contrast to the Pacific. 

But as well as this missionary movement in the Pacific in the 1880’s at Utui there was 
an act of God, an explosion of the Holy Spirit presence that changed the future of 
Tonga. That is why the photograph is on my desk. Our Lord God who acted in Utui 
will act again in our resistant Australia that the wonder of your love in Jesus Christ will 
happen in this twenty first century. 

This has been their prayer. He welcomed Mrs Lisa Meo as their first speaker. 

Mrs Meo said that she is an educator and a lay person in the Methodist church. She 
lives in Australia but remains a Fijian. With the signing of the Memorandum of 
Understanding between the Methodist and the Uniting Church of Australia (UCA) she is 
now a Lay preacher in the UCA. 

UCA is a multicultural church which consists of over forty different languages the 
Pacific Islands Diasporas are a significant part of UCA. The Fiji Parish where Mr and 
Mrs Meo are members are a part of the Fijian National Conference of UCA in relation 
to the memorandum of understanding between UCA and the Methodist church in Fiji 
and Rotuma.(MCiFR). 
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The Tongans, Niueans and Samoans also have their National conference as UCA. 
They have been fortunate in having two Pacific theologians. There have been a big 
number of Pacific students who have studied and graduated at UTC. 

In 2012 there was an Oceania Theology conference organised by Sione and Seforosa 
which provided us Diasporas theologian nationwide and some of the present delegates 
of the GA were present and were invited to deal with some issues that came up in the 
meeting. Their efforts to engage with the Pacific 

Churches have not always been easy but it has enriched and challenged them so it is 
part of who they are. They have applied to be a member of the PCC and they pray that 
they would be welcomed as one ‘oikos’. 

Mr Rronang Garrawura was the second UCA speaker who was at the assembly to 
voice his concern and get support from the assembly. He commented that are some 
areas in their ministries and mission are strong and some are not strong so he is 
bringing them to the attention of the PCC. They need the help of the PCC. He called 
on the brothers and sisters in Christ to help them move forward. They are behind in 
their ministries and missions and the government. There are some people still 
suffering in some areas. 

The PCC have the power to strengthen them, to demonstrate the power of God and his 
Holy Spirit to them and not the power of men. 

The last speaker for the UCA was Rev Bruce Mullan who mentioned that it was a 
privilege to sit at the table of the PCC. He also said that 13 of the churches 
represented at the GA have been UCA partners for the last 100 years. Six of these 
partners have UCA congregations worshiping in their own language and tradition. They 
are partners with the PCC but are also partners with individual churches in projects - 
equipping church leaders, capacity building, also development working with parties to 
meet the needs of women, children and men in education, health, water sanitation 
particularly with women. They also share people resources - UCA people working 
alongside partner churches and inviting Pacific church leaders to spend time in 
Australia studying and working alongside them. He reiterated that it was a privilege to 
partner with the PCC and to know that all are in Christ Jesus and together partners in 
God’s mission. 


(iii)Vanuatu National Council of Churches by Bishop James Ligo 

Mr Moderator, Madam Deputy Moderator, Acting General Secretary and Members of the 
Conference 

Before I present a few reasons or the purpose of VCC application for membership to 
Pacific Conference of Churches, I believe it is proper to make a formal apology on behalf 
of VCC Secretary General who is not here with us today to call for the endorsement of 
this application. 

Introduction 
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Prior to Vanuatu Independence on 30 th July, 1980, former New Hebrides was administered 
by British and French Governments. The signing of the two (2) colonial powers took place 
in 1906 in Port Vila. 

During the Independence Day, New Hebrides became Vanuatu which literally means 
“Vanua” (Land) and “Atu” (rising up). In God, we stand or in ‘bislama’, Long God yu mi 
stanap (motto) paved the way for the churches and the people to be proud of their struggle 
towards the achievement of their political independence which they believed was driven by 
the power of God. 

1. Foreign missions experienced by people: 

The pioneer LMS missionary, Rev. John Williams who laid his life in the hands of 
cannibals in 1839 is recognized today as setting of the blood with the definition “blood 
is the seed of the church in Vanuatu”. 

The Catholic Church is a French speaking church and other churches during the 
colonial days and to the present speak English. The foreigners affiliated themselves 
with the language spoken in worship. Today, ‘bislama’ used in public worship depends 
on situations and contexts. Churches have reached every island proclaiming the good 
news of our Lord Jesus Christ to all people. 

2. Formation of Vanuatu Christian Council (VCC) 

Vanuatu Christian Council (VCC) was formed in 1966 in Luganville town of Santo, 
northern part of Vanuatu. 

Churches that became members during the inauguration are the Church of Melanesia 
(COM), Churches of 

Christ (COC), Apostolic and Presbyterian. Catholic Church was affiliated as member at 
the later date. 

Around the same time, Seventh Day Adventist (SDA) and Assemblies of God (AOG) 
became affiliated observer members and are still operating under this status to the 
present. 

3. Vanuatu Christian Council members 

> Church of Melanesia 

> Catholic Church 

> Churches of Christ Church 

> Apostolic Church 

> Presbyterian Church 

4. Vanuatu Christian Council Observer Members 

> Seventh Day Adventist Church 

> Assemblies of God 

5. Vanuatu Christian Council Constitution 

The original constitution or the first constitution is been thoroughly reviewed by the 
churches and submitted for approval during 2012. VCC has now a new vision to drive 
the ecumenical body to the future. 
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In this constitution, churches are affirming their faith together. Giving praise and 
honour to God for bringing them together to carry out mission of the Lord, Jesus Christ 
in Vanuatu and in other parts of the world (Matthew 28:16-20). 


6. The Vanuatu Christian Council Office 

During 1966-1980, VCC office was in Luganville alongside the bible translation office. 
The office was manned by a part time secretary. 


Churches moved the office to Port Vila in 1981. The office of VCC Secretariat is based 
on the Murray Youth Hotel Land, office staffs are employed on full time basis. 

7 . Vanuatu Christian Council Office staff and responsibilities 

> Pastor Shem Temar (COC) - General Secretary 

> Mrs. Ruth Dovo (COM) - Women’s Desk 

> Pastor George (COC) - Youth Desk 

> A female - Financial Secretary 


8. Vanuatu Christian Council Financial Contributions 

Churches contribute their membership affiliation fees every year. Their contribution is 
based on the percentage of the members and observer memberchurch affiliations. 
Margin is drawn between larger churches and smaller ones. 

9. Vanuatu Christian Council Decision Making Body 

VCC member churches council is the highest body within VCC that make decisions 
and mandate the running of the Council. 


10. Who are members of VCC Council? 

Larger churches like Presbyterian, COM and Catholic sends in three reps each and 
smaller churches such as churches of Christ and Apostolic send in two reps each. 


11. Vanuatu churches that are members of the PCC 

> Presbyterian Church of Vanuatu (PCV) 

> Churches of Melanesia (COM) 

> Churches of Christ Church (COF) 

> Catholic Church via CEPAC 

12. Vanuatu Christian Council Property 

> Murray Youth Hotel is a project run by VCC. Young men live here and pay rent 
to VCC. 

> Land property is sufficient to cater for other income generating projects and 
development. 

> The land occupying the Translation office in Luganville, Santo. 

> Others. 

13. Vanuatu Christian Council working relationship with Government 

VCC has a good mutual understandingof any government of the day and create 
working relationship with them. 

All governments in the past and in the present acknowledge the presence of VCC as 
the prophetic voice to the Republic of Vanuatu. 
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14. Vanuatu Christian Council and Para Groups 

> Para groups operating under the blessing of VCC are as follows: 

> Bible Society 

> Scripture Union 

> Summer Institute of Linguistic (5.2.6) 

> Others 

15. Vanuatu Christian Council is ready to become a member of the PCC 

> Decision made by the Executive body of VCC requesting the PCC to be affiliated as 
a member. 

> Churches wish to be part of the bigger ecumenical family of our region of the 
Pacific. 

> Celebrating our ecumenism begins at home and end at home the everlasting home 
in heaven. 

16. Final Remarks 

The theme for the 10 th General Assembly in Honiara is “Act justly, love mercy and 
walk humbly with your God” Micah 6:8. 

The word of God does say to all churches in Vanuatu that by coming together, we are 
celebrating the love of God. His grace that enables them to be strengthened to move 
across the lake and be part of the company that are already there. (Mark 4:35). 


APPENDIX VIII 
Media Release 

1 REGIONAL churches are expected to renew a call for the decolonization of Maohi Nui 
at a regional convention in the Solomon Islands next week. 

This follows a move by the Solomon Islands, Tuvalu and Nauru at the United Nations 
last week to ensure that France intensifies dialogue on self-determination in its Pacific 
territory. 

The Pacific Conference of Churches’ general assembly in Honiara from March 3-10 
will discuss the issue and should endorse the re-inscription of Maohi Nui on the United 
Nations decolonisation committee’s list despite opposition from France, New Zealand 
and Australia. 

A delegation from the World Council of Churches will visit the French-held territory in 
April for talks with authorities, churches and the people to listen to views on self- 
determination. 
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The council will also send a delegation to the general assembly in the Solomon 
Islands which will be attended by about 200 delegates from the Pacific. 

The PCC Acting General Secretary Reverend Frangois Pihaatae said church leaders had 
previously declared their support for the people of Maohi Nui to seek re-inscription as 
the first step in the process to self-determination. 

A Melanesian Spearhead Group (MSG) meeting in Nadi last year passed a similar 
resolution in support of the archipelago’s people. 

Rev Pihaatae - a native of Maohi Nui - said Pacific Island Forum Leaders should take 
heed of the resolution passed by the MSG Leaders and follow their example. 

“They should not try to ‘play it safe’ by dodging the real issue and trying to cover up by 
inscribing words of encouragement... this brushes aside the human rights struggles 
of the people of Maohi Nui,” he said. 

Rev Pihaatae said the PCC general assembly would also address self-determination 
in other Pacific territories. 

“For too long Maohi Nui has been fighting for her freedom and it’s time, we, as a 
Pacific family stand up with a united voice to offer our support,” he said. 

Maohi Nui became a French protectorate in 1842 and a French colony in 1880, with 
the indigenous Maohi people acquiring French citizenship in 1946. 

It is now a semi-autonomous territory of France with its own parliament, assembly, 
president and executive government. France continues to exert influence on domestic 
affairs. Leaders have limited power over many essential domestic and international 
matters but France administers the justice and education system, defence, currency, 
health, emigration, land rights, environment and international maritime borders without 
the consent or participation of the Polynesian people. 

In 1945, when the UN was founded, one of the first initiatives was to engage in a 
proper decolonization process, hence establishing a list of territories yet to be 
decolonized. 

New Caledonia (Kanaky) and French Polynesia were on the list of countries to be 
decolonized but, in 1947 France succeeded in having French Polynesia withdrawn 
from the list, with no prior consultation with the people of Maohi Nui. 

Moves towards increased local autonomy began in 1977, and new statutes creating a 
fully elected local executive were approved in Paris in 1977. 

Political and church leaders in Maohi Nui believe that their struggle for freedom, 
autonomy and right to self-determination should be addressed by the UN. In August 
2011 the French Polynesian Assembly voted for the re-inscription of French Polynesia 
on the United Nations decolonisation list. 
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France does not recognize this resolution which was adopted by the majority in the 
Territorial Assembly. 

2 PREPARATIONS are underway in Honiara, the Solomon Islands, for the Pacific 
Conference of Churches general assembly from March 3-10. 

An advance party from the PCC Secretariat in Suva arrived in Honiara today 
(Tuesday, February 19) to finalise details of the meeting with the Solomon Islands 
Christian Association. 

More than 200 people from the region are expected to attend the week-long assembly 
which will be preceded by three workshops specifically designed to address issues 
faced by young people, women and regional engagement. 

The central theme of the women’s workshop will be Walk Justly: Stop Violence 
Against Women and Girls. 

Participants will share experiences and strategies on gender development issues - 
including the eradication of violence against women - for the next five years. 

Women delegates will also be prepared during the workshop to take part in the main 
assembly. They will be briefed on assembly rules and consensus-building through a 
series of presentations, discussions and rehearsals. 

The PCC Women’s Animator Akanisi Tarabe said it was important that the views of 
women be communicated effectively during the general assembly. 

“If the views are communicated well and understood by the delegates there will be a 
greater possibility for women’s issues and concerns to be addressed by members,” 

Ms Tarabe said. 

A simultaneous youth workshop will dwell on issues facing young people across the 
Pacific. 

The two-day activity will allow regional youth to share difficulties they face and their 
hopes for the future. 

PCC Youth Animator Manasa Vatanitawake said the event would allow young 
Christians to find common goals and identify areas in which they could help each 
other. 

“We wish not to spend time on past achievements but instead learn from the past and 
find paths which take them forward into a bright future in which they can realize their 
hopes and aspirations,” Mr Vatanitawake said. 

The regional engagement programme will be convened by Reverend Doctor Rosalyn 
Nokise of the Pacific Theological College. 
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The event will review development of mission work in the region and discuss 
opportunities for churches to cooperate in the areas of development, mission 
andresource sharing. 

3 PCC Honiara 10 th General Assembly Fact File 

March 3-10 at Saint Barnabas Cathedral, Honiara 

1 st Assembly held at Malua, Samoa - 1961 

9 th Assembly held at Kananafou, American Samoa - 2007 

Part of the PCC Mission: Encourage ecumenism, facilitate cooperation and 

consultation, promote inter-faith dialogue, support social justice, assist in times of 

disaster and build the capacity of church leaders 

General Secretary (acting) Revered Frangois Pihaatae 

Members: 34 Christian churches or national church councils in Melanesia, Polynesia 
and Micronesia 

Key programmes: Ecumenism in the Pacific, Human Rights, Good Governance and 
Leadership, Climate Change and Resettlement, HIV and AIDS, Globalisation and 
Trade 

Sectoral Programmes: Women Development, Youth Empowerment, Planning 
Monitoring and Evaluation. 

4 The increase in violent conflicts across the region has led to loss of life and broken 
communities and is major concern for Pacific island churches. 

Pacific Conference of Churches Women’s Programme Animator, Akanisi Tarabe, said 
political unrest in some Pacific nations was one reason for the violence which resulted 
in death and fragmented families. 

“The issues of domestic violence and sexual abuse of women and children is a 
growing concern,” Mrs Tarabe said ahead of the 10 th PCC General Assembly in 
Honiara, the Solomon Islands next week. 

“These forms of violence also exist in the church.” 

Mrs Tarabe said conflict sometimes resulted in injustice such as the abuse of power or 
unequal distribution of wealth and resources with women and children being the most 
vulnerable and the worst affected. 

The regional meeting of 34 Christian churches in Honiara will address the issue of 
violence against women and children in the context of the theme “Act justly, love 
mercy and walk humbly with your God”. 

“Violence against women and girls is one of the results of gender injustice and cuts 
across a wide section of our community,” Ms Tarabe said. 

A pre-assembly workshop for women attended by regional delegates will hear 
experiences and discuss solutions to the problem of violence in the region. 

“In these sessions we will voice our concern and propose ways in which we as a 
community of faith act justly to treat women and girls as equal in dignity with men and 
boys before God,” Ms Tarabe said. 

She said the Bible taught that the relationship between man and woman was based in 
love, not power. 

It is expected that the forum will endorse the formation of a regional Ecumenical 
Network to End Violence Against Women and Girls (ENEVAWG) before electing a 
representative to the PCC executive committee. 
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5 VIOLENCE AGAINST WOMEN FACT FILE 

Major health Problem and violation of women’s human rights. 

Between 15-71 per cent of women aged 15-49n years reported physical or sexual 
violence by an intimate partner at some point in their lives 
This violence can lead to physical, mental, sexual, reproductive and other health 
problems including increased vulnerability to HIV 

In some cases the violence is caused by beliefs in family honour and sexual purity, 
ideologies of male entitlement or weak legal sanctions for violence against women' 
and children 

The belief in the unequal position of women relative to men and the normative use of 
violence to resolve conflict are strongly associated with both intimate partner violence 
and non-partner sexual violence. 

Health consequences 

Intimate partner and sexual violence have serious short- and long-term physical, 
mental, sexual and reproductive health problems for survivors and for their children, 
and lead to high social and economic costs. 

Some effects are: 

Headache, abdominal pain, poor overall health, limited mobility 
Depression, suicide attempts, sleep difficulties, eating disorders 
STIs, unintended pregnancies, stillbirth, low-weight babies 
Social and economic costs: 

The social and economic costs of intimate partner and sexual violence are enormous 
and have ripple effects throughout society. Women may suffer isolation, inability to 
work, loss of wages 

6 REGIONAL church leaders will address the need for legislation to protect communities 
from the environmental effects of mining, logging and other extractive industries next 
week. 

A report to the Pacific Conference of Churches 10 th General Assembly in Honiara, the 
Solomon Islands, will outline the need for a concerted effort by regional organizations 
to ensure that islanders do not suffer from mining and logging. 

Recent studies show that communities in Bougainville continue to suffer from skin 
diseases and respiratory illnesses more than two decades after copper mines closed. 

The PCC General Assembly will hear suggestions for national churches - especially in 
Fiji and Papua New Guinea - increase their efforts to ensure that landowners are fully 
aware of the impacts of mining and logging. 

Recent work by the PCC on behalf of its 34 church groups has involved creating 
partnerships with regional and international environmental groups with common 
interests in the area of extractive industry. 

General Secretary Revered Frangois Pihaatae said this move was taken after the 
conference’s 9 th General Assembly at Kananafou in American Samoa. 

“In the Christian context we believe that God has given us - the landowners - 
stewardship of the earth and its resources,” Rev Pihaatae said. 
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“Therefore we need to make decisions on the use of these resources in a way which 
ensures that the earth is cared for and not misused or abused. 

“Our people need to have all possible information on these industries to allow them to 
make constructive and informed decisions on mining - whether land or sea-based - 
and logging.” 

Rev Pihaatae said it was important to note that not all Pacific communities were united 
in their stand on extractive industries including recent moves to introduce seabed 
mining. 

“In the case of seabed mining there is already a framework drawn up at regional level 
but as yet there are no programmes to educate the people on the effects of such an 
industry nor are there national laws or policies,” he said. 

“This is one of the issues the regional churches will look at before addressing 
extractive industries.” 

7 CHURCHES in low-lying Pacific islands will make an impassioned plea for assistance 
at a regional meeting in the Solomon Islands next week. 

Leaders of Kiribati, Tuvalu and Marshall Islands Christian groups will ask their 
counterparts to consider and address the issue of resettlement in the region. 

At the same time there will be moves to consider resettlement within the threatened 
atolls. 

Maina Talia - Climate Desk Officer of the Ekelesia Kelisiano Tuvalu (Tuvalu Christian 
Church) - said resettlement must be the second option for island communities 
threatened by rising sea levels. 

"As a people we need to pull together and adapt to the changes that are happening 
around us,” he said. 

Earlier, New Zealand academic Dr Paul Kench, said climate change affected islands 
in many different ways. 

“Islands will disappear in the future but others some will grow and others will change 
profile,” Dr Kench said. 

“People need to know which islands will do what and act accordingly.” 

Based on this view, some island communities have decided to relocate to areas within 
their own countries. 

Kiribati, however, has purchased land in Fiji for planned relocation and agriculture 
projects when the need arises. 

Ekelesia Kelisiano Tuvalu General Secretary, Reverend Semisi Nimo, said regional 
governments should give people the option to relocate or remain in their home 
countries. 

“Climate change is a priority for the church and the people need to be prepared,” Rev 
Nimo said. 

A Tuvalu delegation to the PCC General Assembly arrived in Suva today (Friday, Feb 
22) en route to Honiara. 

The highest point on Tuvalu is five metres above sea level. Meanwhile, the sea is 
predicted to rise by two metres by the end of the century. 
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Tuvalu and Kiribati are expected to seek support from the general assembly to assist 
with programmes which prepare people for relocation in their communities or to other 
countries. 

8 REGIONAL Christian leaders will decide whether to set aside one Sunday in the year 
to show solidarity for the right of self-determination for the people of Maohi Nui. 

A proposal to be received by the Pacific Conference of Churches 10 th General 
Assembly in Honiara, the Solomon Islands, calls for unity in the region on the Maohi 
Nui issue. 

If the plan is approved the 34 members of the PCC will hold region-wide services on a 
specific day to preach about and pray for self-determination in Maohi Nui. 

The summit is also expected to discuss self-determination in other territories across 
the Pacific, including West Papua which is held and administered by Indonesia. 

Early this month the governments of Tuvalu, Nauru and the Solomon Islands 
supported moves to re-inscribe Maohi Nui into the United Nations’ decolonization list. 
This followed a resolution of the Melanesian Spearhead group in Nadi last year to 
support self-determination in the French territory. France, Australia and New Zealand 
are opposed to the move. 

The PCC Acting General Secretary Reverend Frangois Pihaatae said church leaders 
had previously declared their support for the people of Maohi Nui to seek re-inscription 
as the first step in the process to self-determination. 

The PCC Treaties Coordinator, Murray Isimeli, said self-determination was not limited 
to political freedom. 

“To be free requires responsibility. The first stage of freedom involves self- 
determination but the second part is about collective responsibility aimed at ensuring 
that no one is excluded from the community and its life,” Mr Isimeli said. 

He said the identity of Pacific people through custom and tradition was an important 
area in self-determination. 

“in the Christian context the issue of self-determination deals with conditions and 
requirements of governance as envisaged by God for the people,” Mr Isimeli said. 
There is a covenant between God and the people, each of whom are given the right 
of assent or refusal. It is based on three key modern-day governance issues — 
consultation, participation of all and consent of the people.” 

It is expected that the PCC General Assembly will pass a resolution on self- 
determination based on these principles. 

9 PACIFIC governments will hear a call for island leaders to review forms of 
governance and development in the region at an assembly of church leaders in 
Honiara beginning tomorrow (Fri). 

The Pacific Conference of Churches 10 th General Assembly will be told that 
corruption, bad political leadership and poverty have continued to rise in the Pacific 
over the past two decades. 

“It’s important that the regional leaders know that there are mechanisms which exist 
within the different cultures that allow for good governance practices,” said the PCC 
Programme Coordinator Aisake Casimira. 
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“Often we take the Australian, New Zealand or US view of governance and the 
economy or leadership. Those options are not necessarily the best in our Pacific 
situation.” 

A project paper will be submitted to the assembly calling on leaders to implement a 
five-year programme which will identify best practice concepts in leadership, 
governance and development. 

“There are a lot of proposals for mining. Fisheries and logging in the region and these 
are linked to the Western belief that these will lead to economic development,” Mr 
Casimira said. 

“This concept of development must be weighed against environmental impact, social 
changes or ills, rising cost of living, changing values. Our leaders need to look at 
development in this light.” 

It is expected that the general assembly - which will take place at the St Barnabas 
Anglican Cathedral from Friday until March 10 - will pass a resolution calling on 
regional governments to review their thinking on leadership and development. 

Churches throughout the Pacific will then undertake joint and separate programmes to 
educate and empower leaders and members of the community. 

Close to 200 people are in Honiara for the assembly with a delegation from Maohi Nui 
(Tahiti) arriving yesterday. 

Pre-assembly workshops specifically for women and young people begin on Friday. 

10 MORE than 70 delegates to the Pacific Conference of Churches 10 th General 

Assembly were stranded in Vanuatu for five hours yesterday (Tuesday, Feb 26) after 
engine problems grounded an Air Pacific flight. 

The Boeing 737 encountered a valve malfunction in the starboard engine enroute to 
Bauer Field, Vanuatu, from Nadi International Airport. 

Enqineers were unable to repair the fault and the airline ordered the aircraft back to 
Nadi. 

In Nadi passengers boarded another aircraft and were flown direct to Honiara, arriving 
around 9pm local time. 

Pilots told the 88 passengers that due to bad weather on the Vanuatu-Solomon 
Islands sector the aircraft needed to fly above the adverse conditions but the valve 
fault would prevent this. 

The aircraft could, he said, fly at low altitude to Nadi because the weather on the 
sector was good. 


Report of the 10th PCC General Assembly 


208 


3-10, Mar, 2013 Honiara Solomon 





“The aircraft can return to Nadi but the weather and the valve won’t allow us to fly to 
Honiara,” he said. 

Passengers were told by ground staff that airline officials in Fiji had ordered the 
aircraft back to Nadi. 

The PCC General Assembly is scheduled from March 3-10 with an expected 200 
delegates from around the region. Pre-assembly events for women and youth are 
scheduled to start on Friday. 

Among delegates stranded in Vanuatu were the PCC General Secretary Reverend 
Frangois Pihaatae, Methodist Church in Fiji President Rev Tuikilakila Waqairatu, 
Pacific Theological College Principal Reverend Dr Feretarika Nokise and 
representatives from Tuvalu, Kiribati, Fiji, Samoa, Tonga and New Caledonia. 

An advance team from the PCC is in Honiara, the Solomon Islands, making 
preparations for the assembly with the Solomon Islands Christian Association. 

Rev Pihaatae said safety of delegates was a priority and he was thankful they arrived 
safely. 

Preparations are on track, we have the necessary materials and once the remaining 
delegates arrive in Honiara the assembly can take place as scheduled,” he said. 

11 GOVERNMENTS should not rush into seabed mining despite promises of major 
monetary benefits from the industry, regional churches will be told in a meeting next 
week. 

Advisers to the Pacific Conference of Churches’ 10 th General Assembly in Honiara, 

the Solomon Islands will tell delegates that seabed mining is the next potential threat 
to the Pacific. 

The warning will come on the same week that Fiji’s interim Cabinet will hear a 
proposed seabed mining legislation drafted by the Ministry of Foreign Affairs. 

Correspondence obtained last week shows that the ministry invited a number of local 
and regional organizations to what it described as a consultation on the propose laws. 

The letter confirmed that the draft would be placed before Cabinet next Tuesday (Feb 
5). 

But the Pacific Conference of Churches will encourage member organisations to 
consider all extractive industry carefully before making decisions. 

It will also suggest that churches - as advocates for their members - address the 
issue of seabed mining with their respective governments. 

The PCC Environment Spokesman Peter Emberson said it was important that Pacific 
nations were fully aware of the impact of seabed and land-based mining. 

Report of the 10th PCC General Assembly 209 3-10, Mar, 2013 Honiara Solomon 




“The general assembly will hear a proposal calling for churches to work together and 
with civil society to ensure that governments do not rush into these issues,” Mr 
Emberson said. 

“Extractive industry must be thoroughly researched and people made aware of the 
possible impacts on the environmental and social impacts before any work takes 
place.” 

Recent studies show that communities in Bougainville continue to suffer from skin 
diseases and respiratory illnesses more than two decades after copper mines closed. 

Fisheries and logging are also considered to be extractive industries. 

Fiji, the Solomons, New Caledonia and Papua New Guinea are the countries most 
affected by land-based mining and logging. All Pacific countries, however, will be 
affected by sea bed mining and fisheries. 

Late last week revelations surfaced in Fiji that two multinational corporations - 
Lockheed Martin of the United States and KORDI of South Korea - have shown 
interest in seabed mining in the Pacific. 

12 THE Pacific Conference of Churches’ 10 th General Assembly is in mourning after the 
death of an Anglican priest from Fiji. 

Father Jone Teana of the Archdiocese of Polynesia in Suva died in his sleep in 
Honiara, the Solomon Islands where he was attending the the PCC General 
Assembly. 

Last night (Friday) the Fijian community in Honiara gathered to perform traditional 
ceremonies and a memorial service will be held at the Saint Barnabas Cathedral 
tomorrow (Saturday). 

Fr Teana’s body will be flown home on Sunday accompanied by Patiliai Leqa of the 
Methodist Church in Fiji. 

Delegates to the PCC assembly were shocked and saddened by the death. 

Acting General Secretary Reverend Frangois Pihaatae said Fr Teana was a humble, 
dignified priest who had ancestral roots in the Solomon Islands. 

“We share in his family’s sadness at this time and offer the condolences of all the 
members of the PCC from around the region,” Rev Pihaatae said. 

“We’d also like to acknowledge the role that the Methodist Church has taken in looking 
after the traditional aspects or accompanying Fr Teana’s body home to make the 
necessary presentations to his family. 
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“This is an example of solidarity among churches. We need to help each other in times 
of need or trouble and this is an excellent example of the unity we want to foster.” 

More than 200 representatives of 34 Christian churches and organizations are in 
Honiara for a week-long assembly based on the theme Act justly, love mercy and walk 
humbly with your God. 

Tributes to Fr Teana have been received from regional delegations and 
representatives are expected to visit the Fijian community over the next two days to 
make presentations and offer prayers. 

The assembly proper begins on Monday but pre-assembly workshops for women and 
youth were held today and continue tomorrow. 

13 DELEGATES to the Pacific Conference of Churches General Assembly are on alert 
after four cases of dengue fever were confirmed in the Solomon Islands capital, 
Honiara. 

Medical authorities have reported that more than 300 suspected cases of dengue 
fever have been seen but only four have been confirmed. There have been no deaths. 

The 200 delegates to the PCC General assembly have been warned to apply 
mosquito repellent and protect themselves over the next 12 days. 

An announcement to the delegates last night warned them to take necessary 
precautions to prevent the disease. 

The PCC General Secretary Reverend Frangois Pihaatae said there had been no 
reports of sick delegates and the secretariat would keep a close watch over the 
situation. 

Honiara has been plagued by rain and humid conditions for more than a week. 

Many drains around the city are blocked and rainwater has collected in stagnant pools 
in compounds. Dengue-carrying mosquitoes breed under these conditions. 

14 ALL Christian denominations must address violence against women and children in 
their constitutions, says Presbyterian women’s leader Reverend Ere Ikitoelagi. 

The New Zealand-based cleric said all churches must ensure that their laws include 
clauses which ensure the protection of women and children. 

“Pacific society lags behind the rest of the world in addressing the abuse of women 
and children and it’s up to the churches to respond to the issue,” Rev Ikitoelagi said. 
She made the comment at the Pacific Conference of Churches pre-assembly event for 
women at Henderson, outside the Solomon Islands capital of Honiara. 

“It’s important that our churches have laws or rules about gender-based violence to 
ensure that we are able to eradicate this abuse,” Rev Ikitoelagi said. 

"We also need our constitutions to address the issue of discrimination against women 
and children.” 

It is expected that the women will propose that the PCC General Assembly urges its 
members to address gender based violence and discrimination in their constitutions. 
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The main assembly will begin on Monday at the St Barnabas Anglican Cathedral. 
Doctor Teoruru Maata from the Kiribati community in Fiji said injustice against women 
and children in the region was often hidden in homes. 

“We need to educate our people so that they know this behaviour is unacceptable,” Dr 
Maata said. 

“It’s time that the women and children are empowered to speak up against this 
injustice.” 

The PCC Women’s Pre-assembly event heard calls from delegates for churches to act 
responsibly and take a stand against violence and discrimination at national level. 
There was also a suggestion that churches create support services to allow victims of 
abuse to seek help in a safe environment. 

15 A TRANSFORMATION in Christian churches must take place before religious leaders 
change their attitudes towards women and children. 

Bronwyn Fraser of the Uniting Church in Australia said it was important for churches to 
address relevant issues without using violence as a means to transform themselves 
and society. 

She told delegates at a Pacific Conference of Churches pre-assembly event in 
Honiara, the Solomon Islands, that Jesus Christ challenged the church 2000 years 
ago to address issues which affected the people. 

“It is time for a total transformation of churches and we must break the cycle of certain 
issues such as gender-based violence,” Ms Fraser said. 

“I’ve come across people who have been fighting this issue for 30 years or more and 
it’s time for this to stop.” 

Ms Fraser said churches must be encouraged to follow Jesus’ example and address 
issues such as discrimination, violence against women, poverty and self- 
determination. 

Dr Taoruru Maata of Fiji said that after addressing these issues, churches must then 
challenge governments and society to take steps to eradicate poverty, discrimination 
and violence against women. 

“We must also see that gender-based violence and discrimination against women and 
children is added to the curriculum in schools,” Dr Maata said. 

“This will raise awareness within the community on pressing issues.” 

Lisa Meo of the Uniting Church in Australia called for an increased involvement of 
women in the leadership of Christian organizations. 

“I think we need to look at the current structures of our churches and ensure equal 
representation of women in positions of leadership such as the executive committee,” 
Dr Meo said. 
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The pre-assembly event also heard that the number of women on the Pacific 
Conference of Churches executive committee should be increased. 

Delegates argued that this would allow for women’s voices to be heard and their 
concerns to be addressed at the highest possible level. Women make up less than 33 
per cent of the PCC executive committee. 

16 GOVERNMENTS must work with churches in key areas for the benefit of the people, 
says Solomon Islands Deputy Prime Minister, Mannaseh Maelae. 

He told Pacific church leaders on Sunday that it was important for them to address the 
issues of poverty, climate change and mining which directly threatened the region. 

“These issues affect our people and we - governments and churches - must work 
together in these areas,” Mr Maelae said. 

“Poverty, environmental issues and climate change are too important to be neglected. 
As representatives of the people we must do what is right for them.” 

Mr Maelae was addressing the Pacific Conference of Churches 10 th general Assembly 
in Honiara, the Solomon Islands. 

More than 200 delegates representing 34 churches and organizations are in Honiara 
for the week-long event. 

On Saturday young Christian leaders made a similar call urging churches to take 
strong positions on the eradication of poverty and the protection of the environment. 

Youth delegates from Maohi Nui (Tahiti) have asked young people at the assembly to 
join their quest to ensure that France does not conduct further nuclear tests in the 
region. 

“What has happened in our islands with nuclear testing must never be allowed to 
happen again,” Maohi Nui representative told delegates. 

“We need to urge our churches to support the people, defend them and protect the 
islands given to us by God.” 

France used the atoll of Mururoa for several years as a nuclear test site despite 
protests from the indigenous people and regional communities. 

Delegates also heard a call to act responsibly with the environment despite the threats 
from large global corporations which want to use Pacific resources. 

Roman Catholic priest, Father Kevin Barr, said churches must take a strong, united 
stand on the responsible use of natural resources. 

He said it was important to take into consideration the impact that activities such as 
mining could have on the environment and the people. 
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Delegates are expected to issue a statement on mining and nuclear testing at the end of 
the week. 

17 A TRANSFORMATION in Christian churches must take place before religious leaders 
change their attitudes towards women and children. 

Bronwyn Fraser of the Uniting Church in Australia said it was important for churches to 
address relevant issues without using violence as a means to transform themselves 
and society. 

She told delegates at a Pacific Conference of Churches pre-assembly event in 
Honiara, the Solomon Islands, that Jesus Christ challenged the church 2000 years 
ago to address issues which affected the people. 

“It is time for a total transformation of churches and we must break the cycle of certain 
issues such as gender-based violence,” Ms Fraser said. 

“I’ve come across people who have been fighting this issue for 30 years or more and 
it’s time for this to stop.” 

Ms Fraser said churches must be encouraged to follow Jesus’ example and address 
issues such as discrimination, violence against women, poverty and self- 
determination. 

Dr Taoruru Maata of Fiji said that after addressing these issues, churches must then 
challenge governments and society to take steps to eradicate poverty, discrimination 
and violence against women. 

“We must also see that gender-based violence and discrimination against women and 
children is added to the curriculum in schools,” Dr Maata said. 

“This will raise awareness within the community on pressing issues.” 

Mrs Lisa Meo of the Uniting Church in Australia called for an increased involvement of 
women in the leadership of Christian organizations. 

“I think we need to look at the current structures of our churches and ensure equal 
representation of women in positions of leadership such as the executive committee,” 
Dr Meo said. 

The pre-assembly event also heard that the number of women on the Pacific 
Conference of Churches executive committee should be increased. 

Delegates argued that this would allow for women’s voices to be heard and their 
concerns to be addressed at the highest possible level. Women make up less than 33 
per cent of the PCC executive committee. 
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18 A TIGHT race appears to be forming for the position of general secretary of the Pacific 
Conference of churches. 

Nominations will be revealed on Saturday but lobbying at the PCC General Assembly 
in Honiara, the Solomon Islands, suggests a three-way tussle. 

Acting PCC General Secretary Reverend Frangois Pihaatae has been nominated by 
the Etaretia Porotetani Maohi Nui (Protestant Church of Maohi Nui). 

He will be challenged by Reverend Dr Cliff Bird of the Solomon Islands, a lecturer at 
the Pacific Theological College, Suva. 

The third candidate is likely to be Reverend Simote Vea of the Free Wesleyan Church 
of Tonga. 

Rev Pihaatae has acted in the position since the resignation of Fe’iloakitau Tevi two 
years ago. 

The general assembly will hear official nominations from the returning office, Rev Dr 
Feletarika Nokise, Principal of the Pacific Theological College on Saturday. 

It is possible that further nominations will be made from the floor on Election Day. 

Once nominations are closed, each candidate will be given an opportunity to speak to 
the assembly before delegates cast their votes in a secret ballot. 

The winning candidate must win 51 per cent of votes. 

If no candidate receives 51 per cent of votes on the first count, the person with the 
least ballots is dropped and delegates vote for the remaining candidates. 

The acting general secretary, Rev Pihaatae, is known for his work in forming links 
between regional church leaders. 

Rev Dr Cliff Bird is a renowned researcher and theologian while Rev Vea was 
instrumental in setting up the ecumenical movement in the Pacific. 

19 THE Uniting Church has asked forgiveness for the divisions and pain it has caused 
Pacific communities in the past. 

In its submission to join the Pacific Conference of Churches, the Uniting Church 
acknowledges that it had been part of damaging communities by importing alien 
cultures into the region. 

“At times the church has acted in collaboration with political and economic powers, 
undermining healthy Pacific economic systems that valued creation and people,” the 
submission said. 
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“It has sometimes treated people in ways that do not reflect their inherent dignity in 
Jesus Christ and has not taken opportunities offered by Pacific countries to learn how 
to be more thoroughly Christian.” 

The submission will be heard by regional leaders at the Pacific Conference of 
Churches 10 th General Assembly in Honiara, the Solomon Islands later this week. 

Also seeking membership of the conference will be the Presbyterian Church in Fiji 
which was formerly part of the denomination in New Zealand. 

Reverend Dr Kerry Enright of the Uniting Church said close to 8000 Pacific islanders 
in Australia were part of the church and this was one of the reasons for seeking to join 
the conference. 

“We want to be a partner, a listening partner, with the Pacific churches,” Rev Dr 
Enright said. 

He said the Uniting Church sought to provide a link between the Pacific community 
and the Aboriginal and islander communities in Australia. 

The Methodist Church of Australasia had a huge influence in the Pacific until the late 
1960s. It joined the Presbyterian and Congregational churches in 1977 to form the 
Uniting Church. 

Delegates to the PCC general assembly will vote on whether to allow the Australia- 
based denomination to join the Pacific body. 

It is expected that delegates will take into account the fact that the Uniting Church 
supports the ministry to Pacific Island communities who live in Australia. 

They will also consider the historical links between the Uniting Church and regional 
congregations. 

20 CHRISTIANS must fight against the structural injustices like racism, patriarchy and 
discrimination against women. 

Catholic priest and social worker, Father Kevin Barr yesterday challenged regional 
church leaders to also take up the battle against economic systems which benefit the 
few. 

“Social justice demands that we fight against economic systems which benefit the few 
at the expense of the many and so create glaring inequality, unjust wages and the 
exploitation of workers,” Fr Barr said. 

“The Bible constantly reminds us that the God of Justice demands that justice is done 
particularly to the poor and needy in society - the widows, the orphans and the 
immigrants in the land.” 
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He was speaking at the Pacific Conference of Churches 10 th General Assembly in 
Honiara, the Solomon Islands. 

More than 200 delegates from 34 churches and Christian organizations in the region 
are at the conference. 

Fr Barr said that while the church had always had a reputation for working for the poor 
in society and Christians readily accepted this obligation without question. 

“However the demand that Christians should also struggle for justice in society has 
not always been so readily accepted by all,” Fr Barr said. 

He quoted theologian Sloan Coffin who said: “Many in the Church vastly prefer charity 

which in no way affects the status quo, to justice which immediately leads to political 
confrontation.” 

Fr Barr suggested that while the rich were prepared to talk about charity they were 
unwilling to talk of justice, rights and structural change. 

“A ministry of mercy is welcomed but not a ministry for justice,” he said. 

Fr Barr - an Australian citizen - has worked in Fiji for three decades among the poor 
and was recently ordered to leave the country for comments against the interim 
government. 

The order was later rescinded by interim Prime Minister Commodore Voreqe 
Bainimarama. 

Fr Barr said churches must stand up for social justice and learn how to speak to 
national leaders on the people’s behalf. 

“The Church must claim the right and duty to exist publicly and visibly and to address 
itself openly to issues of human concern,” he said. 

“Jesus shows us by his example that the condition of the poorest people in our 
societies should be of vital concern to us, his followers today if we want to build a just 
society. We cannot claim to be following Jesus if the poor and ordinary people are not 
a priority for us.” 

Fr Barr told delegates the ultimate test of any nation was how it treated its poorest, 
most vulnerable and disadvantaged people. 

He said a just society must care for the wellbeing of all. 

“We cannot claim to know God if we are not committed to struggling for justice. 

Injustice breaks the heart of God and demands our active response,” he said. 


Report of the 10th PCC General Assembly 


217 


3-10, Mar, 2013 Honiara Solomon 




21 CHURCH leaders must address the dangerous trends which threaten plant species 
and the environment, says Tongan theologian Reverend Doctor Tevita Havea. 

And he has warned that human greed for wealth and power will destroy Pacific 
ecologies if church leaders do not take immediate steps to intervene. 

Speaking at the Pacific Conference of Churches 10 th General assembly in Honiara, 
the Solomon Islands, Rev Dr Havea said the impending dangers must not be ignored. 

He said experts had warned that climate change would lead to the destruction of 25 
per cent of plant and animal species over the next 50 years. 

“Yet it is not climate change as such but the unchecked intrusion of human beings - 
often driven by the greed for wealth and power - into the delicate balance of natural 
environment,” Rev Dr Havea said. 

“The disturbing, yet challenging lesson for us as churches is that we cannot afford to 
deny the gravity of the present ecological crisis.” 

Rev Dr Havea said the church must teach its people to act responsibly and make the 
right choices with the environment. 

He said churches must encourage the people to “take the responsibility to gift to the 
next generation a region and societies that are much better than the ones we have 
now”. 

Rev Dr Havea - one of the candidates for moderator of the PCC executive committee 
- said the Word Health Organisation had reported that as many as 10,000 people 
would be affected each year by the effects of global warming. 

These include the victims of severe weather in the Pacific and the associated 
mosquito and water-borne diseases. 

“The issue of climate change and sea level rise is threatening the very existence of 
our people,” Rev Dr Havea said. 

“It is interesting to note that a new phenomenon is emerging and that is what some 
call climate induced resettlement.” 

Prior to the genera! assembly, Tuvalu and Kiribati indicated that they would raise the 
issue of global warming and the possibility of resettlement with delegates in Honiara. 

Meanwhile the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change has declared that the 
Pacific is three times more at risk from changing weather patterns than the developed 
world. 

Rev Dr Havea said it was important for churches to speak up for their people on 
issues such as climate change which threatened to change lives forever. 
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“As churches we must speak the silent cry of those among us who suffer from hunger, 
disease, powerlessness and lack of freedom,” Rev Dr Havea said. 

“Our voice must be a voice for peace, justice, compassion and hope.” 

More than 200 delegates from 34 Pacific churches and Christian organizations are at 
the event which closes on Monday. 


22 CONFLICT will be a threat to regional stability in this century if steps are not taken to 
understand the root causes of injustice, aggression and climate change. 

Free Wesleyan Church of Tonga General Secretary, Reverend Dr Teviot Flave, said 
churches also had an urgent task to identify and understand the root causes of forms 
of conflict. 

“If we fail to genuinely make the effort to understand the root causes of injustice, 
aggression, forms of conflict and climate change and what makes people despair and 
renders them vulnerable to the cruel forces of nature, violence will - in the midst of 
great advances - characterise this new century for our people,” Rev Dr Havea said. 

He said it was important for churches to engage with the people and listen to their 
fears and frustrations. 

“Our present Pacific context compels us as churches to seek new ways to engage 
with our people’s struggle for meaning and purpose,” Rev Dr Havea said. 

He said dialogue on climate change, political crises, growing poverty and growing 
despair would help bring stability to the region. 

“I believe the only effective antidote to despair and conflicts is dialogue with purpose,” 
Rev Dr Havea said. 

“Dialogue is about speaking our fears and listening to the fears of others with a 
serious intention to do something about it.” 

Delegates at the Pacific Conference of Churches 10 th General Assembly heard that 
recent conflicts in Fiji, the Solomon Islands and Tonga could be addressed through 
serious dialogue between willing parties. 

Some delegates suggested that churches must take active roles in bringing together 
people of differing views in conflict situations to discuss matters, resolve issues and 
bring about peace. 

“Our Christian faith can be a source of discontent but it can also be a force for peace,” 
Rev Dr Havea said. 
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Observers noted that some churches in the region had been parties to conflict 
situations and cited Fiji’s Methodist Church as an example. 

Rev Dr Havea urged regional church leaders to join forces to protect the dignity and 
freedom of their people. 

He said Christianity must become a unified, regional force for peace. 

“Our Christian faith must become an active voice and force for hope, peace and 
justice,” he said. 

23 UNEMPLOYMENT, landlessness and the failure of the institution of marriage have 
been described as emerging threats to regional instability. 

Tongan cleric, Reverend Dr Tevita Havea, said the growing number of unemployed 
young people would have an impact on services, infrastructure and the nature of 
politics. 

“The crux of the matter is there are not enough employment opportunities and hence, 
they do not feel that they are meaningfully participating and gaining from the 
economy, our highly educated young people will turn to violent means to fulfil their 
aspirations,” Rev Dr Havea said. 

“(If they) move overseas we will lose the gifts of our young people. This will undermine 
not only our fledgling democracies, but the source of creating and distributing wealth - 
our economies. 

“We should not forget the political upheavals in Fiji, Solomon Islands and even my 
own country Tonga in the past 12 years. Indeed, there is a fine line between education 
and ethnic and class violence, and terrorism.” 

Rev Dr Havea was speaking at the Pacific Conference of Churches 10 th General 
Assembly in Honiara, the Solomon Islands. 

He said the unemployed youths wandered the streets, experimented with sex and 
generally loitered in urban areas. 

On the breakdown of the institution of marriage, Rev Dr Havea said recent statistics 
suggest that about one in five marriages did not last for 10 years. 

He said people affected by broken families and other social issues would soon form 
their own sub-culture that churches have not been taught how to handle. 

“Is this another factor contributing to a context of insecurity?” Rev Dr Havea asked. 

He called on churches to take joint efforts on governance, social justice and 
stewardship at regional and national levels. 

“Ecumenism is not just about church relations; in its centre, it is about home ( oikos) 
relations,” Rev Dr Havea said. 
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He warned that an explosion of squatter settlements in and around the urban centres 
in the Pacific had been caused by people had lost their land leases, moved because 
of increasing rural poverty or to give their children a better chance of a quality 
education. 

“Consequently, there is an increase in the population of homeless and landless 
families, street children, and the violent physical and or sexual abuse of women and 
children in some of our island countries.” 

Rev Dr Havea said churches had an important role to play in stopping violence 
against women and children. 

“If our Christian faith is enlisted in the cause of conflict and hatred, we must equally and 
in contrast raise a clear voice in the name of peace, justice and compassion for our 
people,” he said. 

23 RECENT research shows that self-determination in the Pacific has not necessarily led 
to increased well-being of the region’s people. 

Researcher Suliana Siwatibau said several Melanesian countries displayed low 
human develop indices compared to the French territories of Maohi Nui (Tahiti), 
Kanaky (New Caledonia) and Wallis and Futuna. 

“There seems to be no clear relationship between a people’s self-determination and 
increased human development,” Ms Siwatibau said at the Pacific Conference of 
Churches 10 th General Assembly in Honiara, the Solomon Islands. 

“ Of the two countries who have achieved high levels of human development, Tonga 
has never really been colonised but has limited democracy while Palau only achieved 
self-determination in 1994 and is the youngest of them all in terms of self-government. 
It remains in free association with USA.” 

Her comments were based on a United Nations Human Development Index (HDI) 
report for the region and came as leaders discussed the issue of self-determination in 
Maohi Nui and West Papua. 

Based on the UN index, the French and US territories have the highest per capita 
income in the region. 

“The Melanesian countries have been claimed to have some of the most democratic 
societies in the world predating European arrival. However two of them (Papua New 
Guinea and the Solomons) have low levels of human development according to the 
UN HDI rating,” Ms Siwatibau said. 

She warned that the call for self-determination must not be based merely on the issue 
of independence but also on social and economic issues which affected the people. 

Ms Siwatibau told church leaders that Jesus Christ lived in a region colonised by 
Rome but did not advocate a violence-based struggle for independence. 

“During his time on earth Jesus was fully aware of the cruel Roman domination of his 
people. Accounts of the history of his time state the presence of movements for 
liberation from Rome that occasionally flared into violence,” she said. 

“Yet Jesus was not so much concerned with the movement for independence in his 
society as he was with the daily struggles of ordinary people and their spiritual 
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development. He healed the sick, fed the hungry and taught people on right conduct 
with each other and with God.” 

She asked whether churches therefore restrict their concerns to similar issues of 
social development such as our increasing poverty levels, threats to food security, 
increasing obesity and Non -Communicable Diseases and not worry about political 
independence. 

Ms Siwatibau said churches could learn from Christ’s example and change the 
attitudes of people in the areas of social justice. 

“So whether a church is situated in a colonised society or in a society of the 
colonisers, or in a politically independent nation, it has to identify with the people and 
their struggles,” Ms Siwatibau said. 

“Its role has to be the transformation of the individual person as the means for the final 
transformation of society. If the struggle of the people it serves is for political 
independence it identifies with the struggle but with an approach that seeks to 
transform both the coloniser and the colonised in a relationship built on the way of 
Jesus.” 

24 THE burden of living in societies with parallel systems can have serious effects on 
people.Transparency International board member Suliana Siwatibau said it was 
important for churches to address increasing poverty levels, food security and help 
ease the burdens of the poor. 

Ms Siwatibau was speaking to leaders at the Pacific Conference of Churches 10 th 
General Assembly in Honiara, the Solomon Islands. 

She said the Jewish people of Jesus Christ’s time were burdened by a dual-taxation 
system and Pacific communities faced similar burdens from the State, churches and 
traditional structures. 

“Jesus understood the difficult situation his people faced daily fulfilling the legislated 
requirements of Rome and their religiously sanctioned obligations as Jewish people,” 
Ms Siwatibau said. 

“For example they were subject to two systems of taxation that particularly 
impoverished the poorer classes who were in the main the small rural farmers. We 
learn from biblical accounts of the time, that Rome imposed its own taxes which tax 
collectors demanded from the people and making extra profit for themselves on the 
side. 

“This was additional to the Jew’s own tithing system which was a requirement of their 
holy law.” 

Researchers believe that the dual taxation system demanded up to 35 per cent of a 
farmers’ total income and forced them to give up their land and became landless, 
creating a group of day labourers, widespread emigration, and a social class of 
robbers and beggars. 

“Living and dealing with demands of two parallel systems as they did could be 
somewhat similar to what we have to face as Pacific islanders today,” Ms Siwatibau 
said. 

“We have to deal daily with conflicting demands of modern governance institutions 
and our traditional customary obligations to our communities.” 

Ms Siwatibau drew the attention of the church leaders to the economic burdens of 
Pacific people despite their independence and asked whether traditional financial 
demands were a form of neo-colonialism. 
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And she called on them to allow members to practice self-determination and think and 
act in accordance with their free will in equality with others as children of God. 

“In recognition of this divine status the churches are called to affirm the equality of 
women and men in all aspects of a society’s life, the rights of children to enjoy a 
nurturing family life and the freedom of all persons to choose in a society ruled in 
accordance with their collective will,” Ms Siwatibau said. 

“Self-determination at the individual level requires that the person has skills and 
knowledge to assert his/her ideas and the wherewithal to survive independently in 
society.” 

On Saturday PCC delegates will elect a general secretary and the conference ends on 
Monday. 

24 PACIFIC churches must become sanctuaries for HIV carriers and people livinq with 
AIDS. 

Theologian Reverend Dr Cliff Bird says church members must have full access to the 
facts on HIV-AIDS so they could become more sympathetic. 

And he told regional church leaders that HIV-AIDS were neither divine punishment nor 
the cause of sinful lifestyles. 

“This attitude is un-Christ like and must therefore stop,” Rev Dr Bird told the Pacific 
Conference of Churches 10 th General Assembly in Honiara, the Solomon Islands. 

“The stigma (associated with AIDS) is not simply from social and cultural corners but 
most unfortunately from theological corners. (People living with) HIV and AIDS are 
made to feel guilty because of supposedly sinful lifestyles.” 

Rev Dr Bird - a lecturer at the Pacific Theological College - said church leaders must 
make an effort to become better informed on HIV and AIDS-related issues and 
engage their members in awareness and advocacy activities. 

“When asked by his disciples on more than one occasion if sin was the cause of 
someone’s illness, Jesus replied in the negative,” Rev Dr Bird said. 

“Second, we must remember that many women and young girls contract HIV not 
because they chose freely to engage in risky sexual relations but due to situations and 
a combination of factors beyond their control. 

“Many young girls and women are forced by extreme economic and financial 
hardships, or poverty and destitution, into dangerous and vulnerable sexual situations 
where they contract HIV; many contract HIV in situations of war, violence and 
hostilities and rape; many contract HIV due to cultural expectations and practices of 
marriage, and so on.” 

Rev Dr Bird said the church had a responsibility to show sympathy for and solidarity 
with all AIDS sufferers and to show “love and non-judgmental acceptance and to 
demonstrate that love through a massive practical effort to alleviate their physical and 
emotional suffering”. 

On the issue of sexuality was a taboo in Pacific societies, he said such statements 
were true and false because gender specific gatherings often discussed sexuality in 
non-seriousness and fun but this changed in mixed groups. 

He said churches must formulate educational and advocacy programmes centred on 
sexual morality instead of suppressing the subject. 

The assembly is expected to hear a submission from young Christians calling on their 
leaders to put in place church-based activities to combat HIV-AIDS. 
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25 LARGER Pacific island churches must pay more attention to the threat of climate 
change and resource use and assist smaller communities which are directly 
threatened by rising sea levels and environmental degradation. 

And their leaders have been warned by a regional theologian of the need for urgent 
action to help mitigate against rising seas through mangrove planting activities. 

Reverend Dr Cliff Bird of the Pacific Theological College said it was unfortunate that 
the decision-making process was increasingly controlled by very few people, usually 
male figures, in cohort with foreign powers. 

“The situation is made even more complex now by moves to reform customary land 
tenure in countries such as PNG, Solomon Islands, Vanuatu and Samoa,” Rev Dr Bird 
said. 

“We must actively participate in all forums and processes as ways and means to 
inform and educate and involve churches and communities on critical issues, such as 
land reforms, resource use and management, trade negotiations.” 

He called on leaders to remember the call by Solomon Islands Deputy Prime Minister 
Manaseh Maelange (eds: check spelling) for governments and the church to work 
together to protect the environment. 

“We must take this seriously and make our presence and position clear and must not 
remain uninterested spectators while the very people we claim to serve and care for 
are bombarded from every side,” Red Dr Bird said. 

“Churches must be ever vigilant and take a more proactive, and if needed resistive, 
stance in safeguarding their members’ livelihoods and future. 

Rev Dr Bird said Pacific cultures typically used common terms such as guard, care for, 
look after, share and use wisely for the management of their shared resources. 

“These are the foundations for rules or norms that embody the concept of stewardship 
of the home, and the goal is for the good of all,” he said. 

He said the church must encourage its members to act responsibly, take only what 
was needed, share resources for the common good and ensure sustainability of the 
environment for future generations. 

Rev Dr Bird - a candidate for the position of PCC General Secretary - said rising sea 
levels and resultant eroding shorelines had already caused major disruptions to the 
lives of the people. 

These impacts included endangering food security due to washing away and 
increasing salinisation of coastal areas where certain crops - particularly coconuts 
and babai (giant taro) - grew. 
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Another impact of erosion, he said, was the relocation of homes and villages with all 
the inconveniences, emotional and spiritual anguish that it brings - the sense of social 
and psychological dislocation. 

Rev Dr Bird said climate change called for churches to act together to help the most 
vulnerable in perhaps small but practical and meaningful ways. 

26 CHURCHES must take active roles in the fight against gender-based violence, a 
regional workshop was told yesterday (Saturday, Feb 2). 

Women delegates at the Pacific Conference of Churches 10 th General Assembly in 
Honiara, the Solomon Islands, resolved that all theological colleges in the region must 
teach students about violence against women and children. 

Deaconess Sala Naucabalavu of the Methodist Church in Fiji said training in the ills of 
gender-based violence must be made compulsory. 

“We should also have training in gender equality,” Deaconess Sala said. 

“I think men fear the strength of women and they are not opening doors to allow 
discussions which involve or include women.” 

Her comments were part of discussions at a women’s pre-assembly symposium and 
will form part of submissions to the main meeting at St Barnabas Cathedral beginning 
on Monday. 

The PCC Secretariat member Peter Emberson said it was important that children were 
taught to respect women and children. 

“Justice is taught in the home and it is imperative that respect for women is taught in 
this setting. That is where it all starts,” Mr Emberson said. 

“If we can change the dynamics of how men treat women and children we will have 
taken a huge step towards the elimination of gender-based violence.” 

More than 30 women from the Pacific region attended the pre-assembly event. 

Asela Naisara of the Roman Catholic Archdiocese of Suva warned women to learn 
from the past. 

“Some of us have grown up with violence against women in the home and it’s time to 
break that cycle,” Ms Naisara said. 

“If we don’t stop the violence our grandchildren will sit here 30 years from now 
addressing the same issue.” 

27 Final Resolutions of PCC 10 th General Assembly, Honiara, March 2013 
Tahiti self-determination 
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THE Pacific Conference of Churches General Assembly has called on France, the 
United Nations, Pacific island countries and the international community to support 
self-determination in Maohi Nui (Tahiti). 

At its 10 th General Assembly in Honiara, the Solomon Islands, delegates said 
decolonization was one of the PCC’s long-standing themes. 

A request from the Etaretia Porotetani Maohi (Maohi Protestant Church) to the 
assembly called for support for the re-inscription of Tahiti onto the UN’s decolonization 
list. 

The church said the Maohi people must be allowed to decide for themselves on the 
sovereignty of their nation. 

Delegates recognized God’s gift of freedom to be self-determining. 

They also recognized the human rights of all people, in particular the right to self- 
determination of all people and in particular the right to self-determination of all 
oppressed colonized indigenous people in the world in accordance with the UN 
Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous People. 

They called on member churches and the World Council of Churches to support, 
through advocacy, efforts for the re-inscription of Maohi Nui on the list of countries to 
be decolonized. 

West Papua independence 

A PROGRAMME implemented by Pacific churches will address human rights abuse 
and independence in West Papua. 

The Pacific Conference of Churches 10 th General Assembly in Honiara, the Solomon 
Islands resolved to document effective advocacy on justice and respect for human 
rights in collaboration with ecumenical partners, civil society and governments. 

It will incorporate the human rights situation in West Papua as a strong focal point of 
the PCC’s programmatic work on self-determination for non-self-governing territories 
and communities and peoples who yearn to be free. 

Freedom Sunday 

PACIFIC churches will designate an annual Freedom Sunday to pray for island 
countries and people who are not free. 

At its 10 th General Assembly in Honiara, the Solomon Islands, delegates agreed to 
encourage the French authorities to fulfil their obligations and provide all necessary 
means for the economic, social and cultural, environmental development of the Maohi 
people. 

The PCC delegates agreed to facilitate awareness building in churches, with their 
partners and networks about the injustices suffered by the victims of nuclear testing in 
the region. 
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They agreed to design and implement advocacy activities at multiple levels targeting 
such injustices and using the thematic areas of praying, speaking out and acting 
together. 

And they agreed the PCC Secretariat would facilitate regional dialogue among its 
members to raise awareness on nuclear testing. 

Nuclear testing 

PACIFIC churches will fight for the compensation of people affected by nuclear 
testing. 

At its 10 th General Assembly in Honiara, the Solomon Islands, delegates agreed to 
advocate with the Maohi people a zero-tolerance stance on nuclear weapons and 
testing. 

The assembly resolved to build awareness beginning in churches, with partners and 
networks about the injustices suffered by victims of nuclear testing in the region. 

Members will design and implement advocacy at multiple levels targeting such 
injustices and using the thematic areas of praying, speaking out and acting together. 

And a regional dialogue tour among PCC members to raise awareness on the issues 
of nuclear testing, 

Seabed mining 

THE Pacific Conference of Churches has called for an immediate stop to experimental 
seabed mining. 

At its 10 th General Assembly in Honiara, the Solomon Islands, delegates said seabed 
mining was a matter of growing concern in the region. 

Over the next five years the PCC will conduct regional advocacy work to create a 
greater understanding of the long and short term effects of seabed mining. 

It will also act on behalf of member countries to advocate at the relevant global levels 
including the International Seabed authority. 

The general assembly resolution came after concerns were raised by several island 
churches. 

Solidarity on mining 

CHURCHES throughout the region will develop specific positions on mining, tourism, 
fisheries and forestry in a resolution passed in Honiara. 

Member churches agreed to call on their governments to stand in solidarity with the 
people of the region who were struggling with the challenges and negative impacts of 
mining in their communities. 

At its 10 th Pacific Conference of Churches General Assembly in Honiara, the Solomon 
Islands, delegates agreed there was a need to facilitate the concerns of members by 
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engaging on the issue with agencies such as the Pacific Islands Forum Secretariat 
and the Melanesian spearhead Group. 

End H1V-AIDS stigmatisation 

PACIFIC churches have called for an end to the stigmatization of people suffering 
from HIV and AIDS. 

Delegates at the Pacific Conference of Churches 10 th General Assembly in Honiara, 
the Solomon Islands, called for the inclusion of people with HIV and AIDS. 

They also called for the voices and concerns of those with HIV and AIDS to be heard. 

To this end the PCC will develop and facilitate a programme on compassion and 
reconciliation and to include people living with HIV and AIDS in the design and 
implementation of the programme. 

It will work alongside member churches to help dispel stigmas and negative attitudes 
associated with HIV and AIDS. 

Climate change and resettlement 

RESEARCH into climate-induced resettlement will be a key area of work for the 
Pacific Conference of Churches over the next five years. 

Leaders at the 10 th general Assembly in Honiara, the Solomon Islands supported the 
continuation of climate-induced resettlement research focussing on human rights. 

As part of this programme of action there will be an advocacy plan as outlined in the 
Moana Declaration of 2009. 

This plan will look at options for displaced people, explore methods of relocation and 
ensure the protection of the rights of the displaced people. 

Teachers for Chuuk 

THE Pacific Conference of Churches will provide teachers for schools in Chuuk to 
help with a shortage in the Micronesian territory. 

Member churches will provide the teachers who will also work on youth evangelism 
and ecumenism. 

At its 10 th Pacific Conference of Churches General Assembly in Honiara, the Solomon 
Islands, delegates heard of the need for teachers in Chuuk. 

A number of countries, including Tonga, have agreed to provide staff members for the 
project. 

The PCC secretariat will also establish a pool of resource people from among its 
member to assist with the capacity and emergency needs of regional churches. 

Arms trade and nuclear weapons 

PACIFIC churches will keep track of arms trading and nuclear proliferation in the 
region after a resolution passed in Honiara yesterday. 
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Church leaders agreed to monitor the arms trade and initiate awareness raising 
campaigns on the issue where necessary. 

The PCC Secretariat will also increase networking and consultation initiatives with 
human rights groups in an effort to address the unresolved nuclear legacy in the 
Pacific. 

This came after concerns from Maohi youth over the need to stop any further 
possibility of nuclear testing. 

In the area of weapon trafficking, the resolution came after concerns that gun 
ownership in the Pacific was 50 per cent higher than the global average and that 
firearms laws were inconsistent. 

Elimination of gender-based violence 

PACIFIC church leaders have called for an end to gender-based violence through a 
strategy of responsiveness and prevention. 

Leaders resolved that elimination of gender-based violence become the focus of the 
PCC women’s desk work for the next five years. 

To enable this, the desk will be strengthened with permanent staff and resourcing. 

A network will be formed with member churches and the Pacific Theological College to 
address issues pertinent to the advancement of women. 

The resolution followed strong representations from women in the pre-assembly 
workshops. 


APPENDIXIX 

Programme For General, Business And Deliberative Plenary 
Sessions Of The 10 th PCC Assembly 

Friday and Saturday, 1 st - 2 nd March 

Registration and Pre-Assembly meetings for Women, Youths and god’s Pacific 

People 

Sunday 3 rd - Official Opening of the Assembly 

(Separate programme) 

DAY ONE - Monday 4 th March 
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6.30 

7.00-8.00 
8.00- 8.15 
8.15-9.15 

9.30 -10.00 

10.30-11.00 

11.00-12.30 


12.30- 13.30 
14.00-15.30 

15.30- 16.00 
16.00-17.30 

18.30- 19.30 

DAY TWO 

7.00-8.00 

8.00-8.15 

8.15-9.30 

Report of the 10th PCC 


DEVOTIONS 

BREAKFAST 

Housekeeping matters/Announcements/Partners 5 Messages 

DISCERNMENT Presentation on Micah 6:8 the 10 th GA Overall 
Theme - Rev EricTakila 

OPENING SPEECH (GUEST SPEAKER). 

Rethinking our Mission and Theology in light of the Experiences and 
Realities of the People of the Pacific Today (Rev. Father Kevin Barr) 

Morning Tea 

ROLL CALL AND APPOINTMENT.Roll Call of official delegates of 
member churches and NCCs.The committees and person to be 
appointed are: the General Assembly Business committee;andthe 
Returning Officer for the elections of Assembly Officers-Moderator, 
Deputy Moderator and the General Secretary:CONSTITUTIONAL 
AMENDMENTS.Presentation of constitutional review proposals for 
debate and endorsement. 

Lunch 

THE 9 th GA MINUTES.Presentation of the 9 th General Assembly 
minutes,amendments to and matters arising from the minutes, and 
brief update on the resolutions. 

Afternoon Tea 

PLENARY: Moderator’s Report 
Dinner 

FREE EVENING 

Tuesday,6 th March 

Breakfast 

House Keeping Matters/Announcement/Partner’s messages 

DISCERNMENT (Bible Study and Sharing in Groups) 

General Assembly 230 3-10, Mar, 2013 Honiara Solomon 



9.30-10.30 

PLENARY: Paper Presentation: “The State of Ecumenism Today- 
Lessons Learned and implication for the future of Ecumenical 
Relations and their significance to Stewardship and Self- 
determination”. 

(Rev Dr Tevita Havea,General Secretary of the Free Wesleyan 
Church of Tonga and former senior Lecturer in the Old Testament at 
the Pacific Theological College). 

10.30-11.00 

Morning Tea 

11.00-11.45 

PLENARY: Office of the General Secretary’s report 

11.45- 12.30 

PLENARY: Programmes Report 

12.30-13.30 

Lunch 

14.00-14.45 

PLENARY: Finance and Property Report 

14.45-15.30 

PLENARY: Pacific Ecumenical Council ( PEC) 

Report,SPATS Report and Pacific Theological College Report 

15.30-16.00 

Afternoon Tea 

16.00-17.30 

PLENARY: Continue discussion of PEC,SPATS and PTC reports. 

18.30-19.30 

Dinner 

19.30- 

Cultural evening: Micronesia 

DAY THREE 

Wednesday,6 th March 

6.30 

DEVOTIONS 

7.00-8.00 

Breakfast 

8.00-8.15 

House Keeping Matters/Announcement/Partner’s messages 

8.15-9.30 

DISCERNMENT (Bible Study and Sharing in Groups) 

9.30-10.30 

PLENARY: Paper Presentation: “The Biblical and Theological 
Imperatives of Stewardship and their Implications to the Mission of the 
Church.” (Rev Dr Cliff Bird,) 

10.30-11.00 

Morning Tea 
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11.00-12.30 

12.30- 13.30 
14.00-14.30 

14.30- 15.30 

15.30- 1600 
16.00-17.30 

18.30- 1900 

DAY FOUR 
7.00-8.00 
8.00-8.15 
8.15-8.30 

8.30- 9.00 

9.30- 10.30 

10.30- 11.00 
11 . 00 - 12.00 

12.30- 13.30 
14.00-15.30 

15.30- 16.00 
16.00-17.30 

18.30- 19.30 
19.30 


PLENARY: Paper Presentation: “The Biblical and Theological 
Imperatives of Self-determination and their Implications to the Mission 
of the Church.” Mrs.Suliana Siwatibau. 

Lunch 

Briefing on the Commission and their tasks (GA Business Committee) 

COMMISSIONS IN SESSION - THE THREE COMMISSIONS 
Ecumenism (blue); Stewardship (green);Self-Determination (red). 

Afternoon Tea 

COMMISSIONS IN SESSION cont. 

Dinner 

FREE EVENING 

Thursday 7 th March 

Breakfast 

Devotions 

Housekeeping Matters/Partners Message 
Discernment (Bible Study) 

COMMISSIONS IN SESSION cont. 

Morning Tea 

COMMISSIONS IN SESSION cont. 

Lunch 

PLENARY Presentations and Proposals 
Afternoon Tea 

PLENARY - Continue Presentation 
Dinner 

Cultural Performance. 
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DAY FIVE 
7.00-8.00 
8.00-8.15 
8.15-8.30 

8.30- 9.30 

9.30- 10.30 


10.30- 11.00 
11.00-12.30 

12.30- 1.30 
14.00-15.30 

15.30- 16.00 
16.00-17.30 

18.30- 19.30 

DAY SIX 
8.00-8.30 

8.30- 9.00 

9.30- 10.30 


Friday 8 th March 
Breakfast 
Devotion 

Housekeeping matters/Partners 
Discernment (Bible Studies) 

PLENARY 

• Finance 
® Policy 

• New Applications 

• Pacific Theological College 

Morning Tea 
COMMISSIONS 

• Stewardship 

• Self Determination 

Lunch 

BIBLE SOCIETY 
World Council of Churches 
Afternoon tea 

EXECUTIVE NOMINATIONS 
Dinner FREE EVENING 

Saturday 9 th March 

Devotions 

Housekeeping/Partners - WCC &PLP 
Discernment (Bible Study) 

Rep from each group to submit the summary of their Bible Studies of 
the week. 
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10.30-11.00 Morning Tea 

11.00-1.00 Election - Returning Officer 

1.00-2.00 LUNCH 

2.00-5.30 Continuation of Election 

Election Results/Executive Committee 
6.00-6.15 Concluding Remarks - Moderator. 

SUNDAY 10 th 

Church Service - Commissioning of Office Bearers 
Exchanging of gifts 

GOD BE WITH YOU UNTIL WE MEET AGAIN. 
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